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‘The last time I saw this man he 
was throwing grenades and 
shooting a pistol at us. Today he 
meets the Secretary of State/ 
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7 :.V ‘ MlcliL.tl Stone (right), the man the author last saw throwing grenades in 1988, and Sam McCrory, in H block number 8 of the Maze yesterday 


The Iasi time I saw Michael 
Stone, u 1988, he was throw- 
ugV fragmentation grenades 
and Sring a Browning auto- 
matic pistol at a crowd of us at 
a republican funeral in 
Belfast's Milltown cemereiy. 

Yesterday be stood in the 
corridor of H-block number 8 
in the Maze prison, evidently 
a more thoughtful man, and re- 
flected: “It’s all about dia- 
logue and that’s what we've 
btren pushing. If we can get 
1 through the current situation, 
aiiytMhg’s possible." 

- Today Stone will be one of 
four Ulster Defence Associa- 
tion prisoners Sitting across the 
. table from Mo Mowlam, the 
Secretary of State for North- 
ern belaud, to tell her of theii 
concerns about the peace 
process. The unprecedented 
meeting could be vi lal in help- 
ing persuade loyalists lo main- 
tain their three-year ceasefire. 

Yesterday the signs were 
unexpectedly good. The four 
U DA leaders due to meet Ms 
Mowlam sat in one of their 
recreation rooms in the wing 
which theydescribe as home, 
and, far from being warlike, 
sounded relaxed, open-mind- 
ed and keen to talk. 

‘Home’- is a gaily-painted 
wing festooned with LIDA and 
loyalist signs, flags and mottos. 
Men in casual clothes strolled 
along a central corridor, while 
others lounged in a kitchen and 
recreation room. From the 
background came the pound- 
ing of disco muse. The ceDs are 


homely: prisoners can buy and 
bring in televisions and hi-fis, 
and many have wallpapered 
their cells. “This is where these 
blokes live," Martin Mogg, 
the governor, commented. 
There is clearly a balance of 
power in operation here, for no 
prison officers were on the 
wing, staying on the other side 
of a set of bars. But there were 
two security cameras trained 
along the corridor, and when 
the governor ushered re- 
porters into the wing his pres- 
ence was affably accepted. 

The authorities offered to 
bring in the media because 
they, the loyalists and IRA pris- 
oners all feel aggrieved at 
newspaper stories suggesting 
that prisoners serving sen- 
tences for terrorist-type of- 
fences live a lie of Riley in the 
Maze. 

It is indeed a most peculiar 
prison, but the governor, the 
UDA and the IRA all wanted 
to set the record straight. 
Asked if prisoners control the 
wings Mr Mogg answered: 
“Yes." They run their wings, be 
explained, while staff bad con- 
trol of everywhere else. Reg- 
ular searches would be held, be 
said, and head counts were car- 
ried out twice a day. 

He and the prisoners took 
exception to reports that drink 
and drugs are freely available, 
that sex takes place on visits, 
that prisoners have mobile 
phones, and that they can 
have cases of wine brought into 
the jail. 


BY DAVID McKITTRICK 


Sam McCrory. the UDA 
commander, said: “There's no 
booze, there's no drugs- there's 
no sex on the visits and we 
don’t have guns. Drugs are to- 
tally out of the question. Any- 
body caught wiih drugs in any 
of the UDA wings will be ex- 
pelled from the organisation 
and put out of these blocks. 

“It’s embarrassing and hu- 
miliating for our families when 
they read about sex on the vis- 
its, they’re taking drugs. Lhey'rc 
running about drunk. The ma- 
jority of people in here are 
health and fitness fanatics so 
they're not going to take drugs. 

' Half of them arc on fat-tree di- 
ets or they're vegans." 


“Sex on the visits?" said 
Michael Stone: "I wish. What 
is it - a kiss and a cuddle with 
your wife or fiancee, that's all.- 

Over in an IRA H-bloek. 
some 12 sets of gales away. 
IRA officer commanding. 
Paudraig Wilson, said the 
same: “Must of what has been 
said is untrue and sheer fan- 
tasy. We are political pris< lit- 
ers and yes. this is a different 
prison from probably any oth- 
er prison in the English sys- 
tem." 

Martin Mogg said that 
while lie could not guarantee 
that contraband such as drink 
and drugs were not smuggled 
in, the Maze had much less of 


Strict security arrangements have been put in place for 
today’s unprecedented visit to a prison where, just two weeks 
ago, an inmate was shot dead. 

While an investigation into the shooting of “King Rat" 
Billy Wright is continuing, officials arc taking no chances 
with the safety of Mo Mowlam. 

“The governor of the Maze. Martin Mogg. has said he can 
guarantee the safety of the Secretary of Stale." said a spokesman 
for the Northern Ireland office. “In addition she will he ac- 
companied by her own team of protection officers from the 
RUC ... she will not be visiting any sensitive areas within the 
prison." Talks are expected to begin at around 111. 30am in a 
private office and are expected to last for around an hour. 

— Andrew Buncombe 


a problem in these areas than 
many other prisons. 

McCrory. heavily tattooed, 
explained life in the jail: “This 
prison works on a day to day 
system of cooperation with 
the management of the prison. 
We can ask for something and 
a PO {prison officer) will tell 
you no. So we ask to see a gov- 
ernor, and we'll sit down and 
we’ll negotiate and we 'll come 
to some sort of arrangement. 
You mightn't get what you 
want hut you might get a piece 
i«f it. 

"Bui \ouTl not do it with- 
out cooperation, you don't, 
bully these people into it. 
We’ve been re.iJing that staff 
feel under threat from us. 
Well, we’ve have had three 
lomhafl matches with the 
prison staff. And afterwards we 
went into the gym and we had 
crisps and coke and sand- 
wiches and we all had a good 
laugh with each other." 

The approach is different in 
the IRA H-block. which is 
more soberly decorated. On 
the walls are silhouettes of Che 
Guevara and some armed 
men. a notice about interna- 
tional women's year, a pro- 
Paicsiiniun poster and Irish 
language material. 

Wilson said that people 
compkiincJ about prisoners 
having aecesv to computers, 
hut said the two in the wing 
were needed for educational 
purposes: 5ll republicans were 

doing Open University de- 
crees. live wi irking Jor master's 
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Photograph: Brian Harris 

degree and two studying for 
PhDs. 

”We live in the real world 
- there have to be headcounts, 
there have to be searches," he 
added. Another IRA leader, 
Harry Maguire, added: “What 
we have here is a degree of 
progressivism, pragmatism and 
realism." A third. Jim 
McVeigh, said: “Unpalatable 
as it may seem, we are pris- 
oners of war. We act as an 
army, as a disciplined group of 
men. in a very disciplined and 
determined manner." 

Wilson was very open on 
the question of IRA escapes: 
“Unfortunately, from our 
point of view, since rhe big es- 
cape of 19S3 we have only 
managed to get our one other 
prisoner. Liam Averill. We 
very much regret that we have 
not been able to secure the suc- 
cessful escape of larger num- 
bers of republican prisoners. 
We see it as our duty." 

Back in the LrDA Nock. Mc- 
Crory was clearly looking for- 
ward to meeting Ms Mowlam. 
“We’ve our own thoughts, she'll 
have her own thoughts, we’ll get 
round a iahle.“ he said. “It's not 
a negotiation thing, it's a talk, 
a conversation and a listening 
exercise. From Sunday to now 
we have not stopped - meeting 
after meeting after meeting. We 
know' the way forward is dia- 
logue. Wc want a level playing 
field.” 

Immoral Maze, page 4 

Leading article, page 16 
Suzanne Moore, page 17 


TODAY’S NEWS 


Selsey tornado 

Residents of the seaside town of Selsey were, 
coming to terms with the destruction left by a 
freak tornado, which cut a swathe two miles 
long and quarter of a mile wide. Chimney stacks 
were sent crashing, roofs were damaged, tiles 
sent flying, shop fronts damaged and trees 
uprooted, but no one was hurt Page 3 


Tenerife cult swoop Britannia friction 


ftrfice in the Canary Islands last night stormed the 
“last supper" of a cult and arrested a German 
psychologist who they said was planning the 
collective suicide of 32 followers. Members of the 
religious sea apparently planned to end their lives 
in expectation that a spaceship would carry them 
of from a Tenerife volcano summit Page 10 


Government plans to save the Royal Yacht 
Qritannia for the nation are descending into legal 
acrimony. Two London consortiums and a 
Glaswegian team, angry at not being chosen to 
provide a home for the yacht, are planning a 
judicial review of the Government’s decision to 
shortlist Manchester with Leith. Page 3 


Eye. Pages 27.28 
Page 26, Eye. 
:..’.7 T: Eye. Page 26 
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FOR LIFE ASSURANCE? 
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Curing the millennium 
bug could become an 
inside job for hackers 


Here's the problem: Britain doesn't have enough skilled computer staff 
to solve the “millennium bug" computer problem: there are millions of 
lines of code which need to be examined by people, not machines, to check 
for errors. 

Here's another problem: prisons are getting fuller, budgets arc gening 
tighter, and the Prison Service is being encouraged to look for new ways 
to generate revenue by getting its inmates to do work for private busi- 
ness. 

Cun you see w here this is heading? Of course you can. Though the com- 
puter company ICLwas a little surprised the other day when a man from 
the Prison Service rang up and offered the services of its. ahem, captive 
workforce. 

But then again, with the average computer contractor charging around 
£3.U0U per week to work on millennium bug problems, while the average 
prisoner gets £7 per week for work for outside contractors (such as laun- 
dry and brush-making), you can see a certain attraction in the arrange- 
ment for private companies. 

And the Prison Service could sec the logic too: it's got 60.000 inmates 
in 136 jails. There mast some people there with computer skills - even if 
ia some cases, it was computer skills that led to them getting locked up 
in the first place, for example for planting viruses, defrauding companies 
or browsing the Internet for child porn. 

Howev er, a Prison Serv ice spokesman said that reports which appeared 
yesterday in the trade magazine Computing that it might he seeking to lock 
up a contract with JCL were “pure speculation". “On an annual basis the 
prison service explores employment opportunities with hundreds of com- 
panies in a range of fields." he said- 

Bui. he admitted, “we have begun prcYiminary discussions with 1CL 
about the possibility of providing some labour to undertake data trans- 
fer work. - 

How would you choose the people to do the work, though? Surely the 
very ones who would have the right qualifications to do the work are. by- 
definition. the ones you don't really trust to do it. 

A spokesman for IC'L agreed: “There's a raft of issues that need in be 
addressed - security, vetting, payment, getting the agreement of customers. 
And we wouldn't want to be accused of exploiting cheap labour." 

Dealing with industry has caused some teething troubles for US pris- 
ons. which also hire their inmates' services to private companies. It has 
thrown up some odd pairings - including prisoners being used by long- 
distance phone companies to make marketing calls, and others to vali- 
date credit cards for debt agencies. 

The sort of thing 1CL is wonted about is that its captive workforce might 
- accidentally or on purpose - miss some important mistake in work that 
was being corrected to solve the millennium bug. expected to hit com- 
puters at the end of IW It might take that long before they decide whether 
to go ahead. 

— Charles Arthur, Science Editor 
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Top gun: Claire Drew test-piloting the upgraded headgear that forms an integral part of the 
RAF Jaguar’s sophisticated weapons guidance system Photograph: Katpesh Lathigra 


C HILDREN 

Record number of calls to chanty 


Daddy’s girl shows her mettle in man’s world 


Claire Drew was very much ;i daddy's girl. When her 
father - a deck officer in the merchant navy - re- 
lumed from sea she would spend her lime with him 
“fiddling with ears". One of her most prized pos- 
sessions was a Sealexirie set. 

Yesterday at 30 years old. she was named as Young 
Woman Engineer of the Year. 

Ms Drew, an engineering manager at G EC Mar- 
coni Avionics in Rochester, is working on a project 
to upgrade the helmets for pilots of RAF Jaguar air- 
craft. The headgear is pan of a highly sophisticat- 
ed weapons guidance system. 

The presentation of the 1^7 award, sponsored 
by the Institution of Electronics and Electrical In- 
corporated Engineers, conies just days after news that 
girls are beating hoys at science and maths in schm'l. 
In the past, however, girls have experienced con- 
siderable difficulty when sw itching from school and 
university to the workplace. Only 30H of the in*.li- 


t ut ion’s 27.1 Kill members are women. Ms Drew, the 
mother ol a three-year-old girl, has experienced no 
such problems. “I've receive J nothing but support 
throughout my career. 1 know a lot of women en- 
counter difficulties, but I've been very lucky.*' 

After a higher national diploma at Liverpool Poly- 
technic. she got a job with British Aerospace. Six years 
later she moved to GEC Marconi in Kent. “Although 
g iris have always been encouraged in maths and sci- 
ence. Ilicy don't see the range of options within en- 
gineering and don't really look at the discipline as 
a scrioui career move." she said yesterday. 

The award, which ineludeJ a CI.HUI cheque and 
a silver rose bowl, was presented by Labour MP and 
tellow engineer Claire CurtrvThonuis. Runner-up was 
Vicki Houston. 2X. from Glasgow, who works for 
Yarrow Shipbuilders. Most promising young engi- 
neer was Abigail Small. 23. from Preston. Lancashire. 

— Barrie Gement. Labour Editor 
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A record number of children culled ChfldLine Inn yeur. it disclosed 
yesterday. More than 1.2 million youngsters sought adwee from the free 
national helpline service, for children in trouble or danger - a 12 per cent 

m-molu^oimoo problems were physical and setmaJ j 

t he hands of tbeir own families - ia particular their fatheis - bullying, and • - -I 

worries that other children were being mistreated. The number of youog- 
sters given help and protection after contacting the service for the first time ; 
also increased last year - by 14 per cent to 102*16, corapared wuh the pre- 
vious year, according to the charity’s annual review published yesterday. ‘ 

Of the new callers, more than 18,000- 18 per cent -telephoned in 1996- . 

9? about being phvsicallv or sexually abused 1431 1 (14 per cent) said they 
were being bullied and 10.500 ( 10 per cent) called because they were wor- * . 
ried about someone else, usually another child. . .* 

Other calls were about problems ranging from unwanted and under-age 
pregnancies to unhappiness because parents were divorcing. On-gOtngcoun- 
selling was given to thousands of others who continued to need help. - 
However, the charity warned that many children were still not getting •>.*«. 
the help they need because they could not get through to the service. 
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Urban traffic getting slower 




Circus family’s 
double trouble 
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Yesterday was a bad day for the 
Chipperfield circus family. As one 
son lay critically ill in a Florida hos- 
pital afterheing mauled by a tiger, 
his brother waited to hear whether 



Mrs Hamilton 
could be MP 


Richard Chipperfield: Critical 



NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recycled paper made 141 414% of the niw material for UK 
newspapers in the first half of 1997. 


woman said: “The stale attorney 
will have to decide whether a war- 
rant will he issued for the arrest of 
Graham Chipperfield." 

Members of the Chipperfield 
family have been performing in cir- 
cuses since 1684 and have a long 
tradition of working with lions, 
tigers and leopards. As the British 


public lost its taste lor live animal 
sh> nvs. however. Richard and Gra- 
ham moved to work in America 
w here performing animals are still 
deemed acceptable. 

In an interview last week. 
Richard said: “Tigers are depend- 
able and elegant animals. I have 
fallen in love with them." Yester- 
day he was in u critical but stable 
condition in hospital. 

— Rosa Prince 


Christine Hamilton, the wife of 
disgraced former MP Neil Hamil- 
ton. said yesterday that she had 
had enough i >f polities - hut added 
that it was possible that she could 
stand lor Parliament herself. 

Mrs Hamilton was comment- 
ing mi the recent Channel 4 com- 
edy Mr White Crocs To IM stminsicr. 
based loosely on the Hamilions' 
electoral battle with Marlin Bell, 
in which a disgraced MP's wife 
runs for Parliament. She said: 
“Tlie re's a whole world outside 
polities and it would he quite fun 
having lime to enjoy it." 

But asked if she might stand for 
Parliament. Mrs Hamilton. 4X, 
siid: •‘Everything’s a possibility - 
I'm not swing it's a probability." 

“I'm the kind of person who’s 
going to survive life. You have to 
cope with whatever life chucks at 
vou.". 


Car journeys are taking longer because of increasing congestion, accord- -»• ; J 
ing to Government figures released yesterday. The survey of speeds in 24 
English towns and cities, carried out by the Department of Transport in-- ; . 
1996 and 1997, showed that in 14 regions cars were travelling slower. 

The biggest fall in average speeds was seen in Peterborough, where care • > 
in off-peak hours bad been travelling at 38.8 mph in 1993 and now only ; 
manage 33.7 mph. 

Not all cities suffered. In six areas, there has been a significant increase ■ J 
in average speed. In Derby, speeds rose by nearly 5 mph. In Tyneside, the- 
absence of roadworks when surveying took place in January 1997 led to a V-.I 
rise in average speeds of more than 3mph during the rush hour. ^ 

— Randeep Ramesh, Transport Correspondent : -’ifl'-v 
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Australia, (dollars) 

.i46 

Italy (lira) .... * 


Austria (schillings) 

20.22 

Japan (yen) 

213.10. 

Belgium (francs) 

59.45 

Malta (lira) 

0.62 

Canada ($) 

2_26 

Netherlands (guilders) 

3.24 

Cyprus (pounds) 

. 0.84 

Norway (kroner) 

11.91- 

Denmark (kroner) 

11.03 

Portugal (escudos) 

292.91 

France (francs) 

9.64 

Spain (pesetas) 

243.63 

Germany (marks) 

2.89 

Sweden (kroner) 

12.79 

Greece (dradimei) 

459.18 

Switzerland (francs) 

2.34 

Hong Kong ($) 

12.17 

Turkey (lira) 

331.162 

Ireland (punts) 

1.15 

USA ($) 

1.58 
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DEU DIMENSION XPS D233MT 
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The night the Selsey twister wrecked a town 



The small West Sussex 
town of Selsey woke up 
yesterday morning to 
the multi-million-pound 
damage of a freak 
lOOmph tornado. 

Ian Burrell reports on 
how the shellshocked 
townsfolk then became 
targets for looters and 
cowboy builders. 


It came just before midnight. Tb 
some, the whistling winds that 
suddenly drowned out the noise 
of a thunderous hailstorm were 
like the sound of an onrush ing 
express train. Others heard it 
and envisaged a giant tidal 
wave sweeping up through the 
town from the shore. 

Then came an explosive 
thunder clap. Across Selsey 
windows were sucked from 
their frames, cars lifted into the 
air and chimney stacks hurled 
to the ground. 

Jeremy Wearn, a photo- 
copier engineer, was asleep as 
the glass burst out of his win- 
dow, causing a rushing change 
of pressure which ripped out an 
outside wail, sending breeze 
blocks crashing to the ground. 

Without the outride wall, Mr 
Wearn's three-sided bedroom, 
with its exposed , wardrobes and 
candelabra, yesterday looked 
like a display in a furniture 
showroom open to the gaze of 
neighbours and the media. 

Shortly before be was moved 
to emergency hotel accommo- 
dation, he said: “When the 
crashing bad stopped I looked 
out and could see next door. 
The bedroom wall had gone.” 

The town’s most famous 
resident, Patrick Moore, the as- 
tronomer, rushed home 500 
yards from his local Indian 
restaurant to assess the storm 
damage to his three observato- 
ries. One was demolished. 

“It looks like Dresden after 
a raid," he told The Independent. 
“It’s going to be a major repair 
job." No one was tilled and only 
two were injured in what the 
London Weather Centre later 
described as a “fairly major tor- 
nado”. But yesterday, as local 
people tried to patch up 1,000 
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Patnck Moore examines the destroyed observatory in his 
garden while (right) Jeremy and Donna Wearn inspect 
damage to their house Photographs: Andrew Hasson 


Tornado struck Just 
before midnight on 
Wednesday 
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At the same time 
France's Pas-de- 
Calais rep>n was 
hit by a separate 
tornado 

50 rotes 


damaged homes, a new surge 
swept through the town in the 
form of opportunists who tried 
to cash in on their plight. First, 
shortly before 7am, came the 
looters. A gang of youths de- 
scended on a petrol station 
which had lost its window and 
roof to the tornado and at- 
tempted to raid the garage 
shop. 

Locals, most of whom stayed 
awake all night in a state of 
shock, spotted what was hap- 
pening and called the police. 

Other would-be looters 
made for a badly damaged car- 
avan she and tried to force their 
way into some of the mobile 
homes. Chief Inspector Stuart 
Harrison, of Sussex Police, said: 
“It’s adding insult to injury to 
members of the public who 
have already suffered greatly at 
the hands of Mother Nature. It 
seems rather evil that they 
should be preying on people 
when they are in their direst 
need.” He said a team of 35 uni- 
formed officers had been de- 


ployed on the streets of Selsey 
to prevent more incidents. 

Then came the cowboys. 
Roofers, glaziers and builders 
began arriving in the village 
soon after daybreak. Although 
many local firms were present, 
others bad come from London 
and as far away as Norfolk. 

Albert Jones, owner of local 
firm Nutboume Construction, 
said: “There's a lot awful lot of 
chancers down here. One bloke 
had filled his car with tarpau- 
lin and was trying to sell it." 

Some locals were being 
asked for up to £60 per roof tile 
for repairs. By lunch time, the 
police bad drawn up a leaflet 
with a caricature of a cowboy 
which was circulated to all the 
damaged homes. It warned: 
“Watch out, there’s a cowboy 
about. If in doubt call vour lo- 
cal police station." Chief In- 
spector Harrison said: “We 
have uniformed officers out in- 
vestigating die bona Tides of 
some of these people." Selsey 
is used to fighting the elements. 

A milder tornado struck 
there in 1986 and earlier this 
week there were flooding alerts 
as waves breached the sea de- 
fences. 

Arthur Gilling. a retired 
bank worker who was shoring 
up his bungalow yesterday af- 
ter branches from a pine tree 
came crashing through the roof 
and bedroom window, said: “It 
was like nothing on earth." 
Eric Payne, who had to be 
evacuated from his home, con- 
curred: “It fell as if Armaged- 
don had come,” he said. 
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How the elements struck twice 


theatre and 


In 1994. three men armed with 
baseball bats and chains smashed 
their way into a house in Selsey. 
West Sussex, then fled without 
taking anything - but not before 
explaining to the frightened res- 
idents that they had broken into 
the wrong house. That is the sort 
of exciting place Selsey is. 

It is difficult to see what 
Selsey could have done to arouse 
the heavens' wrath, not once but 
twice. The town has just been hit 
by its second tornado in recent 
years. It suffered a milder one 


in 1986. Then last Sunday, gales 
and heavy seas damaged the 
town’s sea defences. 

If this is a sign of vengeance 
from above, it may have some- 
thing to do with Si Wilfred of 
York, who built a cathedral in 
Selsey in 681. Wilfred spent 
much of his life involved in com- 
plex disputes involving the date 
of Easter and the correct way 
to shave a priest’s tonsure. 

The town can boast a large 
number of elderly residents 
(more than 4(1 per cent of the 


population are over 60), one of 
the largest caravan parks in Eu- 
rope, a branch of the Dr Who 
Appreciation Society and the as- 
tronomer Patrick Moore. 

When the eccentric Eighties 
pop group Madness wrote the 
lyrics to their hit song “Driving 
in my car", they included the line: 
“I’ve even been to Selsey Bill". 
They chose it welt where else, 
after all. both rhymes with, and 
is even duller than. MusweO Hffl? 

Until the end of the 18th cen- 
tury. Selsey Bill - the promon- 


tory on which the town sits-was 
an island. The causeway to the 
mainland was completed in 1809. 

Between that date and 
Wednesday night's tornado, 
Selsey has generally stayed out 
of the headlines. In 1994, there 
was a double murder after a 
karaoke meeting in the local pub 
- the Star Gazer, named for 
Moore - and the following year 
someone found a £15,000 Rolex 
watch in a swimming pool and 
handed it in to Lhe police. 

— William Hartston 
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HOW TORNADOES CAN HAPPEN - EVEN IN GENTEEL SUSSEX 


If you thought tornadoes were 
just an American experience, 
as in the film Twiner, think 
a gain. About 50 hit Britain 
each year, but most don’t hit 
populated areas, and are small- 
er than yesterday’s storm. 

Tornadoes have their origins 
in thunderstorms. In the Unit- 
ed States, meteorologists have 
learnt to watch for rain patterns 
with an “S” or “ 6 " shape - in- 
dicative of- a funnel cloud 
about to form, or already ro- 


tating. This usually happens 
along a storm front when large 
masses of cold dry air, fast- 
moving frigid dry air, and low- 
lying warm wet air collide. 

The masses begin rotating, 
with the warm air trapped be- 
neath, trying to rise, and the 
cold air trying to fall If the 
twisting warm air punches a 
hole up through the cold air, the 
scene is set for a funnel cloud. 

Generally, half of funnel 
clouds dissipate, but the oth- 


ers worsen, as the winds speed 
the funnel up. It tightens and 
extends down towards the 
ground- When it touches, the 
tomado is born. 

Some have wind speeds of 
more than 250mph. and move 
across the ground at more 
than 50 mph. Their severity is 
measured against the 7-point 
Fujita scale, ranging from F0 to 
F 6 , the “inconceivable tomado” 
with winds of more than 
370mph, which isn’t expected 


to happen on Earth. Even F2s 
and F3s are killer tornados. 
Andy Yeatman. spokesman for 
the Meteorological Office, •aid: 
“JThe SelseyJ tomado was con- 
siderably more destructive than 
those we normally witness." 

The funnel core is the most 
vicious killer for anyone un- 
lucky enough to be sucked 
into it: people are sandblasted 
to death by liny debris. 

— Charles Arthur 
Science Editor 


Acrimony over plans for royal yacht 



Government plans to 
save the Royal Yacht 
Britannia’ for the nation 
are- descending Into legal 
acrimony. Steve Boggan 
reports on moves which 
may sully the good name 
of tiie vessel in her 
"retirement'*. 

The Government is to face le- 
gal challenges over its decision 

to shortlist Manchester as one 
of wo sites wheire the Royal 
Yacht Britannia will finally 
come to rest. 

Ifco London consortia and 
a Glaswegian team, angry that 
they were not chosen to provide 
a home for the retired yacht, are 
planning a judicial review of the 
Government’s decision to short- 
list Manchester with Leith. 

Their main gripe is that they 
believe the Manchester plans 
were submitted after the dos- 
ing date for bids, a claim the 


Manchester team and the Min- 
istry of Defence, which is han- 
dling the issue, vehemently 
deny. 

Manchester’s bid, put for- 
ward by Peel Holdings.plc, 
owners of the Manchester Ship 
Canal was not in before the first 
deadline last spring. After that, 
the MoD whittled down appli- 
cants from 20 to six -again, not 
including Manchester. Howev- 
er, MoD officials said Peel 
Holdings expressed an interest 
during the summer and made 
a formal detailed bid before the 
second deadline of September 
30 last year. 

But Lords of the Isles, rep- 
resenting a consortium which 
planned to moor the ship in 
South Quay on the Isle of Dogs, 
say they were told the Man- 
chester bid was late, was im- 
posed on civil servants by 
ministers and is, in any case, in- 
appropriate for the future of the 
vessel 

The Manc hester bid involves 


placing the vessel at anchorage 
off the Manchester Ship Canal 
near Peel Holdings' £200ra 
Trafford Park shopping devel- 
opment. The Lords of the Isles 
bid would have placed Britan- 
nia in South Quay, adjacent to 
the London Docklands Devel- 
opment Corporation building. 

However, on December 10. 
George Robertson, Secretary of 
State for Defence, named Man- 
chester and Leith as the final 
competing sites. Lords of the 
Isles said it believed the deci- 
sion was “political" and its ob- 
jection was backed by Swift 
International, another London 
consortium, which planned to 
moor the vessel at Greenwich. 

Separately, the Glaswegian 
biddder, Clyde Heritage Trust, 
is consulting lawyers. Mike 
Stanger. its spokesmans id'. 
“We believe the MoD has 
breached European rules and its 
own rules during the tender pro- 
cedure. We feel that the goal- 
posts weren’t simply moved - 


the whole game was changed. ' 

“There is something odd 
about the imposition of a hid af- 
ter the deadline in an area 
l Manchester ) which we believe 
could not sustain the royal 
yacht and bring in the £2.5m a 
year needed to maintain her." 
said lan MacNeil. spokesman 
for Lords of the Isles. "We un- 
derstand the bid was laic and we 
have heen told hy officials at the 
MoD that they were ordered to 
consider it. We want to know 
why.” 

Peel Holdings in Manches- 
ter is 55 per cent owned by John 
Whittaker, thought to be among 
the richest 120 people in the 
country. An MoD spokesman 
said the Peel bid was submitted 
inside the deadline, a statement 
which would appear to he sup- 
ported by correspondence giv- 
en to The Independent by 
another bidder. 

A final decision on the rest- 
ing place for Britannia will be 
made in the spring. 
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4/ULSTER PEACE 



SAM McCRORY, 32. 
camp commander of the 
Ulster Defence Association 
inside the Maze. Tatooed 
from head to foot, he is 
currently serving 16 years 
for conspiracy to murder. 
Just days ago he warned 
that the Loyalist ceasefire 
had reached breaking 
point. 


MICHAEL STONE, 

42, is notorious for his 1988 
attack on republican 
mourners at Milltown 
cemetery during the funer- 
al of three IRA terrorists 
shot by the SAS in Gibral- 
tar. Three people were 
killed. A member of the 
UDA, Stone has killed six 
Catholics in all. 



GLEN TITCH* 
CUNNINGHAM, 30, 
was sentenced to 25 years 
in 1995 for an attempted 
murder in 1993. Was iden- 
tified and arrested a year 
later by a broken tooth 
found in a getaway car. He 
recently lost 28 days’ re- 
mission for throwing a can 
of cola at a warder. 


BOBBY PHILPOTT, 43, 
leader of the Ulster Free- 
dom Fighters, is serving 17 
years for two attempted 
murders. He said: "We 
have met Mo Mowlam be- 
fore. We hope she meets all 
sides including the Provos. 
The situation is on a knife 
edge but I support my party 

to be at the talks.’’ 


PADRAIG WILSON. 38, 

is the commanding officer 
of the IRA inside the Maze. 
He is serving 24 years for 
the attempted murder of a 
soldier and for conspiracy. 
He was arrested in posses- 
sion of a booby-trap bomb 
He said yesterday: "We 
want this ... to work. We 
are in this to try and re- 
move the need for armed 
struggle.’* 


j HARRY MAGUIRE, 37, is 

j serving life for the murder 

j of Corporal Derek Wood, 
i 24, and Corporal David 
j Howes, 23, two signals offi- 
j cers who were brutally 
I beaten and then shot after 
i accidentally driving into an 
! IRA funeral procession. He 
j organised the movement of 
j the battered officers by 
i taxi to waste ground where 
- they were finished oft 


! JIM McVEIGH, 33, comes 
1 from the Falls Road in 
J Belfast. He is serving 24 

j years for conspiracy to 
■ murder service personnel. 

[ He has served 13 years. 


SEAN MATHERS,«t 2I < ; 
one of the youngest Respubt 
fican prisoners m the Maze^- 
is serving a life sentence . T - 

for conspiracy to cause ex- 
plosions. He comes from 

Newry. 


The immoral Maze: where the prisoners rule the roost 


When Mo Mowlam, the 
Secretary of State for 
Northern Ireland, steps 
into the Maze prison 
today, she will be 
entering rigorously 
disciplined regime 
policed not by the prison 
authorities, but by the 
commanding officers of 
‘prisoners of war*. Steve 
Boggan describes the 
most unusual prison in 
the world. 


They were Lhe questions on 
everybody's lips the day Billy 
Wright, the “King Rat" of the 
Loyalist Volunteer Force was 
gunned down inside the Maze. 
How could prisoners in the 
UK's toughest jail get access to 
guns? And once they had. how 
did they evade capture in order 
to use them? 

But the nature of the Maze 
itself provides the answers. A 
complex of eight H-blocks 
housing 500 of the most dan- 
gerous terrorists in the world, 
the Maze is more akin to a pris- 


oner of war camp - with its 
chains of command - than it is 
to a jail housing common crim- 
inals. 

It was in 1 *>S i that (he true 
distinction between its inmates 

- men of murderous principle 

- and ordinary convicts be- 
came recognised in the politi- 
cal process. Then. 10 IRA 
volunteers died after a hunger 
strike aimed at securing specia I 
status for political prisoners. Af- 
ter the death of Bobby Sands, 
the first striker to die. the dis- 
tinction was made dearly. 


As a result, the hlocks rep- 
resent segregation as well a< 
incarceration. A-wina. for ex- 
ample. houses 15 Irish Nation- 
al Liberation Army (INLAr 
republican prisoners, while 
neighbouring C-wing is h> wie t< ■ 
15 Loyalist Volunteer Force 
tLVFl terrorists. 

It was from C-wing two 
weeks ago that three IN LA 
killers launched their attack, 
across the roof of H-block ft. on 
the minibus earning Wright, still 
inside the prison bui not sale 
from Iheir reach. 


Because n! the nature of 
each block, with prisoners act- 
ing us a disciplined unit and with 
c< tmmanding officers giving or- 
ders and authorising break- 
outs. (lie procurement of 
weapons, equipment, mobile 
phones, information and even 
women is difficult to prevent. 

Before Christmas, each of 
the paramilitary groups was al- 
lowed to hold a party. During 
the I RA’s celebrations, the con- 
victed murderer Liam Averill 
escaped, dressed as a woman. 
Escape attempts are a regular 



SAGEM 


COMRACT FAX MACHINE 

• Automatic phone/fax switch - 
use phone keypad to 

send fax. 

• Ultra-compact design, 

• Copier function. 

£ 119.99 

Was £129.99. Exclusive w DSG Retai Ijd 


OIM TOP BRAND FAXES 



PHILIPS 

HFC21 

FAX MACHINE 


• Automatic phone/fax switch. 

• On-hook telephone cfiaSng. 

• Copser function. 

• 30 metre paper 
rofl capacitv. 

Was £17339.’ 


DIxnsDMl 



PHILIPS 


HFC22 
FAX MACHINE 

• Automatic phare/fax switch 

• On-hook telephone daSng. 

• Copter function. 

• 45 two-touch Moms Deal 

memories. 

• 16 character LCD. 


SAMSUNG 

fiPjjOO BIX/DKaTftL 


• SsihraetEsftrnetttei Dt *°n* 

• Otfwncassniflmfeede D * al 


£199.99 

■£229.99 


UFSf 

TELEPHONE/ 

FAX/DfGITAL 

ANSWERING 

MACHINE 

• Automatic phone/ 
tax switch 

• Integrated cSgitei 
answering macNna 

• Bomber memories. 



PLAN PAPER FAX MACHME 

• Uses M plain paper making it easy to stem 
and copy taxes. 

• Automatic phone/fax switch. 

SAtep»ca 

• 5 page document Mm 

*" fc ££49. 


Was £25939. 



BROTHER 

1020 


PLAIN PAPER FAX MACHINE 

• Uses A4 plain paper making it easy to store 
and copy faxes. 

*ss pw 

• 20 page document 

““ ££ 99.99 


Was £34399. 



KXF2780 


SALE PRICE 


INTEREST FREE OPTION 





BROTHER 

510 

FAX MACHINE 

• Automatic phone/fax switch. 

• Aftfrart system leaves fasces flat 
making them easier to hande. 

• 50 two-touch memories. 

• Copier function 
Was £18933 


TELEPHONE/FAX/DIGfTAL 
AMSWBBNG MACHINE 

i Automatic phone/tax switch. 

• 58 two-touch mamories. 

• B page automatic MjeonsEteai 

document feed. 

Was £34939 a^IIII 


.99 


Panasonic 


HURfiYJLIMJTED STOCKS 




3“.- tiffltsit rfiFOOLloai amount £20001 
gjr g ssr 

fiAPft ^‘*^f360MkTnmcP%J 

_ MfiC. ^rr=rtrtyKryrr«T[stfrG.S. 


D 



KXFZ700 T RCPHOBEffi AX 
MACHat/AfCggaNG - 
WftnlC OtHOtts 

6 ttxagnentautD feeder. Dwl 


£269199 


There’s a Great Deal 


OivJbw shop: wwwdlxsnsctijjk 


going on 



"PfflCE- 

WECMPTBEBEATBI 

Every weak we tiwckth# 
prices oft — e h a Ja cf 
piwhwt* in the national press ui—hsHn 
thttObmPto Chock prims to 

beaten Hycu find ttwsaro product cheap©- 

tocaiks please lei us know vnmaSately. we vvi be 
to retard thRtif^rence Just notify io 

wmhki 7 days at pwctiasa. Ttw protkjB n«a ha 

new cnmptta and aratohle ter unmedare dehery 
Rtel enter pnoas eeftidert 






L> u&> 


occurrence. The most spectac- 
ular came in I ^3 when, after 
assembling an urmouTy of five 
guns. 35 IRA prisoners ran 
through the gales. Must were re- 
captured shortly afterwards. 
The inquiry into that breakout 
concluded that a member of 
Maff - either bribed, black- 
mailed or intimidated - may 
have carried the guns in. 

Such is the proximity of the 
hliicks unit the mutual hatred of 
(heir inmates, that Mo 
Mowlam's meeting today with 
Michael Stone, the man who ran 
amok in Mill (own Cemetery 
with a gun and hand grenades, 
is expected to be followed with- 
in Jays with a meeting only 
yards away at which Harry 
Maguire will be present. 

Maguire was in Milltown 
Cemetery when Slone killed 
three during the funerals nine 
yean, ago of the I RA active ser- 
vice unit gunned down by the 



Flashback Co the Milltown Cemetery attack by Stone I 


SAS in Gibraltar. Days later, at 
the funeral of one of those mur- 
dered during the funeral, 
Maguire was one of the mob 
which beat and then killed CpI 
Derek Wood, 24. and Cpl David 
Howes, 23, the Royal Signals of- 
ficers who were dragged from 


their car after becoming caught 
up in the funeral procession.. ; 

And it will not be lost on her 
that, though imprisoned only 
yards apart, joined inextricably 
by a week-long chain of events, 
Maguire and Stone migbt as; 
well be on different planets.: 


Explosives seized in Dublin 


A haul of one and a half tonnes 
of home-made explosiv es seized 
in Dublin may have been in- 
tended for bomb attacks in 
Britain or Northern Ireland, 
Irish police suggested yesterday. 

Four people were arrested 
and gardai believe one of them 
is connected with a recently- 
formed dissident republican 
group, the 32 County Sover- 
eignty Committee, headed by 
Bernadette Sands McKevitt, 
sister of the dead hunger strik- 
er Bobby Sands, in opposition 
to the peace talks. 

The swoop followed intelli- 
gence reports and a surveillance 
operation by Garda special 
branch and anti-terrorist units 


and came the day after the 
Army defused a 5001b car bomb 
in Banbridge, Co Down. 

In the past, home-made fer- 
tiliser bombs have been the 
province of tbe breakaway re- 
publican group, the Continuity 
Army Council. 

The seizure came as Mo 
Mowlam, the Northern Ireland 
Secretaiy, prepared to meet 
prisoners at the Maze prison to- 
day and as police swooped in 
connection with a series of ter- 
rorist incidents. 

In Dublin. Brendan McFar- 
lane appeared at the Special 
Criminal Court charged with the 
1983 kidnapping of Don Tidey, 
the then-head of Quinnsworth, 


Ireland’s largest supermarket 
group. McFarlane, 47, from 
Belfast, a former leader of 
hunger-strfldng IRA prisoners, 
was accused of falsely impris-r 
eminent and unlawful possession 
of arms with intent to endanger 
life. Sinn Fein vice-president Kit 
Doherty called tbe decision to 
charge him ‘'deeply unhelpful at 
this very difficult time*’. 

In Belfast, a number of peo- 
ple were arrested in the loyal- 
ist SbanfcQI Road area. It was 
thought they were being ques- 
tioned about the murder of 
Catholic Edmund Treanor in a 
pub on New Year’s Eve. 

— Alan Murdoch 
and Louise Jury 
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THE 31 ST IANUARY DEADLINE IS ONLY 

22 DAYS AWAY 


Hurry, there isn’t much time We must 

receive your completed tax return by 
January, or you face a £ TOO penalty. 
Also, interest wilt be added if any tax 
due by this date is not paid. Remember. 
31rt January means 31st January. If you 
need help, contact your tax office during 
office hours, or call the Self Assessment 

Helpline on 0645 000 444* 
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Sweet-toothed Britons lead 
world in chocolate eating 


Temptation: Last year, 850,000 tons of confectionery 


was eaten in Britain, pushing sales to a record £5 bn 


Photograph: Tom Pilston 


The British leave the rest of the 
world standing when h comes 
to buying sweets and chocolate, 
according to the 1997Cbnfec- 
tioneiy Market Review. 

We each eat an average 
per year of 16kg (more than 
351b), making us the largest per 
capita confectionery market 
in the world, way ahead of the 
United States atlObg. France 
with 9kg and Japan with 3kg. 

The review, which is pro- 
duced each year by Cadbury 
and Trebor Bassett, shows that 
the market in confectionery has 
grown by 16 per cent in the last 
10 years. In 1987 we munched 
our way through 735,000 tons 
of sweets and chocolates but by 
last year that had risen to a 
massive 850.000 tons; which 
pushed sales over the £5bn 
mark for the first time. The 
growth is attributed to people 
tending to snack more, com- 


bined with a proliferation of 
new brands over the Iasi 
decade. 

Confectionery continues to 
dominate the snack-food sec- 
tor with its sales outstripping 
the combined total of ice 
cream, biscuits, snacks and 
crisps. 

While people all ages eat 
chocolate and sweets, the pic- 
ture changes when you look at 
who actually buys the confec- 
tionery. Although children ac- 
count for one-third of all 
confectionery eaten, they buy 
only 6 per cenL The biggest pur- 
chasers are women - two- thirds 
of all confectioneiy is bought by 
them. However, because 
women still do the bulk of the 
family shopping they eat only 
two-thirds of what they buy. 
compared with men who eat 
nearly all they buy themselves. 

Chocoholics vary around 


Slimmers’ yoghurt 
claims to make 
stomach feel full 


the country - Londoners eat 
the least confectionery, spend- 
ing £1.44 per head per week. 
Those in Wiles and the West 
Country spend the most - 
£109 - closely followed by 
those in the South and South- 
east who spend £104. 

The traditional bar - Cad- 
bury’s Dairy Milk - continues 
to be the best seller, followed 
by Mars and Twix. The best sell- 
ing sweet brand is Wrigley’s Ex- 
tra chewing gum, followed by 
Polos and Trebor Extra Strong 
mints. 

Alan Palmer, marketing di- 
rector of Cadbury, said: “This 
report shows how great the 
British confectionery industry 
is - we really are true world- 
beaters, and our Jove affai r with 
chocolate and sweets shows no 
sign of abating." 

— Qenda Cooper 
Consumer Affairs Correspondent 



Chocolates, biscuits and 
sweets which claim to fill 
you up - thus helping 
you lose weight - could 
be just around the 
comer. Nutritionists 
however are more 
sceptical. Qenda Cooper, 
Consumer Affairs 
Correspondent, reports. 


Scientists yesterday introduced 
a yoghurt with an ingredient 
which they say could help you 
lose weight by fooling the body 
into thinking that the stomach 
is full. 

A substance called Olibra, 
made from palmoil and oat oil, 
is said to trigger the chemical 
reaction in the small intestine 
which tells the brain that you 
have bad enough to eat The 
first yoghurts containing OJibra 
went on sale in Sweden yester- 
day and the developer of the 
product. Scotia Pharmaceuti- 
cals, said it hoped to follow suit 
in Britain. 

But nutritionists said yes- 
terday that more work was 
needed before it would be pos- 
sible to say whether the yoghurt 
fulfilled expectations, and they 
asked Scotia Pharmaceuticals 
for more information on the 
product 

Olibra is made by taking 
palm oil and extracting ingre- 
dients which appear to activate 
sensors in the intestine which 
then release peptides into the 
blood. These in turn send mes- 
sages to the brain that food is 
in the guL 

Mixing palm oQ with oat oil 
and water produces an emulsion 


which carries the Olibra swift- 
ly into the small intestine. 

Scotia says that the fee ling 
of fullness lasts for three to six 
hours, reducing the tempta- 
tion to snack between meals and 
lessening the desire for food. It 
claims that consumption of 
calories at the next meal is sig- 
nificantly reduced. 

A trial carried out by the 
University of Ulster involving 29 
men and women found that af- 
ter eating the yoghurt calorie in- 
take was reduced by 16 percent. 



ftt intake was reduced by 22.5 
per cenL 

The participants in the dou- 
ble blind trial ate breakfast and 
then lunch when they were giv- 
en either a normal or an Olibra 
yoghurt. 

At 5pm a buffet meal was 
served where participants could 
eat as much as they liked. The 
amount of food eaten by each 
volunteer was recorded by pre- 


weighing all foods and weighing 
the leftovers. 

The yoghurt’s makers insist 
this is not an appetite suppres- 
sant along the lines of contro- 
versial drugs because it uses 
ingredients which occur natu- 
rally in the diet, and activates 
natural reactions. 

However. Tom Sanders, pro- 
fessor of human nutrition at 
King’s College, London, and au- 
thor of You Don V Have To Diet , 
said yesterday that more testing 
was needed: “The company is 
frying to wheedle its way into 
selling a product ... without test 
ing for safety. 

“The study is very short- 
term and it is not going to say 
whether it’s going to work in the 
long-term. It also takes quite a 
long time to get signals to the 
brain and most people wolf 
their food down in 20 minutes 
whereas the brain signals may 
take one or two hours." 

He added that even if the 
substance made you feel full, 
that was not necessarily the an- 
swer to controlling appetite. 
“The reasons why we gain 
weight and overeat are really 
quite complex. The idea that 
obesity is due to not controlling 
hunger signals is not the whole 
story. Most people eat because 
of the social situation." 

Robert Dow. chief executive 
of Scotia, said yesterday thaL 
studies to see the long-term ef- 
fects and any side effects would 
be carried out. 

But Professor Sanders said 
the idea that the product was 
“natural" and, therefore, safe 
was not acceptable; “You need 
to have everything tested after 
BSE where things were natur- 
al but extremely nasty." 



Investment rates are increasing by 0-25% gross on all variable rated accounts 
from 9 January 1998. Fixed rate accounts remain unchanged. 
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of mortgage interest 


The variable rate of mongage inrerest will increase by 0.25% from 9 January 1998. 

This notice is applicable to borrowers whose mortgage payments are updated annually. 
The effect of this change will be included in the Annual Update of payments in January 1999 
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HALF PRICE SALE 

NOWON 




When you buy from Magnet , you can be sure that you get 
a beautiful kitchen designed to meet your every need. You can also be sure that its built to take 
everything life can throw at it. Right now- in the Magnet January Sale, all cabinets in over 
50 kitchen and bedroom ranges have been reduced, most by 50%, and there are some 
great offers on and Whirlpool appliances too. 

Visit your local Magnet showroom today to rake advantage of these fantastic sale offers. 



Magnet 



BUILT FOR LIFE 


for your nearest showroom and opening hours call 0800 192 192 

i ipi'flui]! hniiri: M"n*l.u XiiunU , Mi".im-'>.0o pm . Selected branches open until 8.00pm on Thursday and 10.OOam-4.HOpm on Sunday 
Dim-i m nt:. afv <>ll price - charged berworn 24ih Nmemhcr and 25th December, f Kitchen purchases excluding installation. 
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Balloonists see their dream 
deflated before take-off 


The latest attempt to 
circle the globe in a 
balloon, by three men 
including a British 
engineer, ended before 
it began yesterday. Kothy 
Mod cs in the Swiss Alps, 
explains what happened 
and asks why this elusive 
quest excites such 
passions. 

The conditions were perfect for 
a launch at first light yesterday 
morning in Chateau d'Oex. in 
the Swiss Alps. The 177ft-higb 
silver balloon should have lift- 
ed off into the skies and float- 
ed across the Mediterranean 
towards Africa, on the first leg 
of its 20.000-mile voyage. 

The Breitling Orbiter 2 bal- 
loon would have been carrying 
three men who have pinned 
their hopes on flying around 
the world non-stop, propelled 
only by the winds. 

But disaster struck as it was 
being unloaded by crane at the 
launch site. The four cables that 
secure the gondola to the 
canopy inexplicably slipped 


their fastenings, sending it 
crashing back on the lorry that 
had transported it. Repairs 
and weather patterns will de- 
lay take-off for at least a week. 

The gods have not smiled on 
successive attempts by rival 
teams to be the first to cir- 
cumnavigate the Earth in this 
fashion. Just this week, Amer- 
ican Steve Fossett, thwarted by 
faulty equipment, gave up af- 
ter 7,000 miles and landed his 
Solo Spirit balloon in Russia. 
Last November, Richard Bran- 
son's envelope snapped its 
moorings before take-off in 
Marrakesh, Morocco. 

For the two Breitling pilots. 
Swiss-born Bertrand Piccard 
and Wim Verstraeten. a Bel- 
gian, it was their second false 
start. Last year they were forced 
to ditch in the sea just hours 
into their journey because of a 
kerosene leak. Andy Elson, a* 
British flight engineer who was 
to have accompanied them 
this time, was asked what would 
have happened if the cables had 
failed in flight. ‘"We would not 
be having this conversation 
now,” he said. 

Piccard said: “It's like having 
a nightmare and not being able 


to wake up. But h is not part of 
our philosophy to give up.“ 

To many people, there is 
something faintly absurd about 
the obsession with achieving 
this particular feaL But to fly- 
ing enthusiasts, it represents the 
ultimate challenge, the “Iasi 
great aeronautical adventure 
within the world’ s atmosphere'’, 
as National Geographic maga- 
zine has called it. 

The thirst to enter the history 
books was expressed eloquently 
by Piccard “In the century," he 
said “almost everything on 
the planet has been explored 
and discovered: all the oceans, 
all the mountains, all the con- 
tinents . . . This is maybe the last 
great adventure, to fly around 
the world with no engine and 
no way of steering, pushed 
only by the forces of Nature." 

The human urge to set and 
break records has for cen tunes 
been associated with circum- 
navigation of the Earth. On the 
seas, it was first accomplished 
by the crew of the Victoria , led 
by the Portuguese Ferdinand 
Magellan, in 1522. In the air, the 
accolade went to two Douglas 
World Cruisers in 1924. George 
Matthew’ Schilling, an Ameri- 


can, w as the first lo walk round 
the world, from 1S97 to 1904. 

In the rarefied world of hot- 
air ballooning, there has been 
fierce competition ever since 
the firsL manned balloon was 
launched in France in 1 783. its 

burner fuelled by damp straw. 

old rags and rotting meat. The 
first person lo ascend into the 
stratosphere was Piccard’s 
grandfather. Auguste, in 1931. 

Piccard. 39, is a psychiatrist: 
he planned to hypnotise his fel- 
low team members so that 
they could snatch some sleep 
during the journey. Elson, 44. 
of Wells, in Somerset, spent his 
childhood on sailboats and 
says that he turned to bal- 
looning “so I could go sailing 
into the sky and escape". Fbs- 
sctL. a millionaire securities 
trader, flics in an unpressurised 
cabin and thermal underwear. 

Additionally galling to the 
Breitling Learn will he the fact 
that today sees the start of a ri- 
val round-the-world bid. by an 
American duo lifting off in New 
Mexico. And Branson Is re- 
pairing his balloon for another 
attempt from Marrakesh this 
month. One of them, they all be- 
lieve, is about to clinch it 
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I BRITAIN'S BIGGEST I 

ELECTRICAL STORES 


Labour expels two 
left-wing MEPs 


The sacking of Ken Coates and 
Hugh Kerr, two left-wing MEPs, 
from the Labour Party had been 
an automatic formality foDowing 
their decision to apply to join the 
Green Party group in the Euro- 
pean Parliament. 

In a letter of notification sent 
yesterday, Tom Sawyer, 
Labour's general secretary, told 
them that “such membership is 
fundamentally inconsistent with 
the terms and conditionsofyour 
raembership of this party”. 

A party spokesman said they 
had been asked to do the hon- 
ourable thing and resign. “They 
dearly have no intention of do- 
ing so. We have therefore acted 
promptly in line with party rules," 

In a statement, the two said 
that they had been denied the 
right to speak at a European Par- 
liamentary Labour Party meet- 
ing. “But they cannot stop us 
speaking to the millions of 
Labour voters who are distressed 
and angry at the lory policies 
which are being pursued by the 
Blair government in respect of 
lone parents and their children, 
the rights of the disabled, and the 
very future of the welfare state." 

The vehemence of those 
views would have made it most 
improbable that the two men 


would have been selected to 

stand on a Labour ticket for next 
year’s elections, and the way in 
which they have confronted the 
leadership suggests a strategy to 
carve out an alternative platform. 

Whether there are millions of 
distressed Labour voters champ- 
ing at the bit to vote for the two 
men as symbols of “progressive" 
resistance would be well-tested 
under the proportional repre- 
sentation system being intro- 
duced for the elections. 

Michael Howard, the shad- 
ow Foreign Secretary, yesterday 
sought to capitalise on the ex- 
pulsions with an accusation of 
“Stalinism" against Tony Blair. 
“Free speech is only permitted 
in the Labour Party if you agree 
with the leader,” he said. 

But little was being said by the 
Tories after a one-hour meeting 
between William Hague and 
Edward McMillan -Scott, leader 
of the British Tory MEPs, over 
their concern that candidates 
would be required to toe the' 
leadership’s hostile fine towards 
the European single currency. 
“We are trying to find a way of 
running a positive campaign on 
Europe,” Mr McMillan -Scott 
said before the meeting. 

— Anthony Bevins 


Dewar will stand as First 
Minister in Scotland 

Without saying so. because it would have been uncharacter- 
istically presumptuous. Donald Dewar, the Scottish Secretary, 
yesterday put himself forward as a candidate for the post of 
First Minister in the new Scottish Parliament. 

Ending months of speculation in which the name of Robin 
Cooknhc Foreign Secretary, occasionally popped up as a con- 
tender, Mr Dewar said in a statement that with the Scotland 
Bill due to receive its second reading in the Commons on Mon- 
day, it was the right time to make his intentions dear. 

“There is of course much preparatory work to be done to 
ensure that the Parliament gets off to a flying start ” he said, 
“and I am fully committed to that task. The relationship with 
the Government of the United Kingdom will be crudaL The 
new parliament must earn the confidence of the Scots. If I can 
help in anyway to achieve these aims as a member of the new 1 
parliament, I would very much want to do so." 

Tony Blair, who actively encouraged Mr Dewar lo make the ! 
move, said he would be greatly missed at Wes t mine rs But he i 
added: “I’m actually delighted that Donald has dedded to stand ! 
for the Scottish parliament. He is an outstanding figure in British ! 
and Scottish politics and has an enormous contribution to make." 
Alex Salmond. leader of the Scottish National Party, also wel- 
comed the news, though he warned: “The issue of who will be 
Find Minister is for the people of Scotland to determine in 
elections to the Parliament in May 1999." 

The Liberal Democrats - Menzics Campbell said: “He will 
be a commanding presence in the Scottish Parliament and has 
the advantage of being highly regarded right across the polit- 
ical spectrum.’ 7 — Anthony Bevins, Political Editor 


Court told of death threats 


A financial consultant sent a se- 
ries of death threats to six col- 
leagues when he was suspended 
as he was due to jet off for a con- 
ference in Mexico, a court was 
told yesterday. 

The letters from Richard 
Burrell had a picture of a bul- 
let with the words “Death where 
is thy sting?” and the letters 
“RIP” below, a jury at Leeds 
Crown Court was told. Mr Bur- 


rell, 43, of Bridlington, East 
Yorkshire, who denies making 
threats to kill, is also alleged to 
have sent his manager at Legal 
& General a letter which read: 
“It’s surprising how easy it is to 
get hold of a handgun ... It's 
quite worrying lo think who 
could be blown away when 
someone wjth a grudge decides 
Lherc is nothing left to live for." 

The trial continues. 
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Hubble reveals spectacle of 
Jupiter’s ‘Northern Lights’ 


and as F‘ rSt 
jotiand 


chr fi: 


The “Northern Lights” 
seen on Earth have their 
equivalents on all the 
other planets. Jupiter, 
the biggest, doesn’t 
skimp when it comes to 
a show, as the latest 
pictures from the 
Hubble Space Telescope 
reveal. Charles Arthur , 
Science Editor, explains. 

Tbe “aurora borealis", the free 
light show put on by nature at 
our north and south poles, may 
be impressive on Earth. But it 
hardly compares to that avail- 
able on Jupiter. 

These new images, captured 
ty Hubble, show that the largest 
planet in our solar system can 
match the best of Earth’s north- 
ern lights. They extend hun- 
dreds of miles upwards into the 
Jovian atmosphere, and thou- 
sands of miles down over the 
planet's poles. 

The same phenomenon has 
been observed on Earth, and 
photographed by the Space 
Shuttle. Usually they are called 
the Northern Lights (or South- 


ern Lights, depending which 
hemisphere you’re in). 

Yet the ones pictured arc 
produced by a veiy different 
process from that on the Earth. 

Here the Dickering auroras 
are caused by fast-moving elec- 
trons, thrown out in the “solar 
wind” from the Sun, hitting the 
Earth’s upper atmosphere. On 
Jupiter, the lights are caused by 
particles thrown out by volca- 
noes on Io, one of the planet’s 
moons. The particles are then 
magnetically trapped and begin 
rotating with the planet, pro- 
ducing ovals of auroral light cen- 
tred on its magnetic poles 
(where the magnetic flux is 
most intense) during both day 
and night. 

The electrons thrown out 
from Io generate an invisible 
electric current equivalent to 
one million amperes, and gen- 
erate localised aurorae where 
they enter the planer's magnetic 
field. Faint traces, looking like 
while, comet-shaped streaks 
outside the polar ovals, show 
where those streams are 
trapped in Jupiter’s magnetos- 
phere. They persist for hours af- 
ter the moon has passed on its 
orbit, which takes almost two 


Will Dolly have a 
little lamb? 


The cloned sheep which may be 
its species’ most famous mem- 
ber has been mated, but there's 
no news yet on whether Dolly 
is pregnant 

However, if she is, then the 
resulting offspring could answer 
many questions about cloning, 
and perhaps even forestall the 
idea of cloning humans. 

In particular, scientists at the 
Rosiin Institute near Edinburgh 
are keen to know whether the 
offspring of a cloned animal are 
sterile, or if they have any oth- 
er birth or growth abnormalities. 
It is already known that in the 
womb, cloned animals tend to 
be heavier and have more birth 
problems, and frequently fail to 
survive. Whether those prob- 
lems are common to their chil- 
dren is as yet unknown. 

Answering those questions is 
key to the commercial devel- 
opment of cloning for farm an- 
imals. If clones’ offspring prove 
not to be viable, they would have 
to be recreated with each gen- 
eration. 

It is also important for those 
who would clone humans, such 
as Richard Seed, the Chicago 
physicist who shocked Ameri- 
ca this week by saying he wants 
to set up a chain of 20 human 
cloning clinics. The idea has 
been attacked as onethicaL 

It could also be impractical, 
depending on what happens in 
Edinburgh. "Dolly has been 
mated and we will wait for na- 
ture to take its course,” said Dr 
Harry Griffin, the institute’s 


assistant director. “We don’t 
know if she is pregnant yet." 

Staff at the institute said last 
September that DoQy would be 
taken to a ram early this year 
to determine whether she is fer- 
tile and can produce healthy 
lambs. 

Dolly, now 18 months old, is 
a Finn Doreet breed. She was the 
first mammal cloned Grom the 
cell of another adult mammal. 

Professor Graeme Bulfield, 
director of the institute, said that 
the breeding will determine 
whether Dolly's lambs would be 
affected by her own unusual 
conception. Her offspring 
would not be clones and would 
be genetically different from 
their mother, he said. 

Healthy lambs would mean 
that the cloning process had 
produced a fully healthy, fertile 
sheep, which would be valuable 
knowledge for PPL Therapeu- 
tics, the Scottish biotechnology 
company formed to market the 
centre’s work. Professor Bulfield 
said. 

The institute has already 
proven that cloned animals can 
reproduce. Megan and Morag, 
sheep conceived through a dif- 
ferent cloning process, have 
lambs of their own. 

Dr Griffin said the institute 
was planning a centre where it 
could put Dolly, Megan, Mor- 
ag and Bally, a cloned lamb car- 
rying a human gene, on public 
display. He said it should be 
open by Easter. 

— Charles Arthur 


DAILY POEM 


Imperial 


By Don Paterson 


is it nomutl to get this wet? Baby, I'm frightened -I covered her 
i mouth with my own; 

■ j she lay in mv arms till the storm-window brightened 

■ '_! and stood at our heads like a stone 

> | .After months of jaw jaw, determined that neither 

y win ground, or be handed the edge, 

we gave ourselves up, one to die another 
like, prisoners over a bridge 

) 

and no oxide was ever so fair or so tender; 

so where was the flaw in the plan, 

. ' : the night we lay down on the flag of surrender 

and woke on the flag of Japan 

Our Daily Poems until Monday 1 9 January (when the winner 
will be announced) come from the 10 volumes shortlisted for 
the 1997 TS Eliot Prize, presented by the Poetiy Book Soci- 
ety, AU the authors will take part in a reading on Sunday IS 
January at 730pm in the Almeida Theatre, London N1 (box 
■ ; -office: 0171-359 4404). This poem comes from God's Gift to 
Women (Faber, £6.99. © Don Paterson)- 


days. 

While the light show on 
Jupiter may be impressive, it 
does have one disadvantage. It 
is invisible to human eyes, be- 
cause the light created by the 
electrical energy storms is in the 
ultraviolet pan of the spec- 
trum. That also means that it 
cannoL be observed from the 


Earth's surface, since our at- 
mosphere absorbs most of the 
light at these wavelengLhs. (The 
ultraviolet lenses used means 
that sunlight reflected from the 
planet's surface appears 
brown.) The Hubble telescope 
is the only convenient way we 
presently have to witness such 
natural phenomena. 



The colours in the picture 
above show the density of 
a disc of dust circling Beta 
Pictoris, a star 50 light 
years from us: the more 
dust, the redder it is. As- 
tronomers now reckon 
that the warped shape of 
the disc shows that there 
is a big planet, or very 
small star, orbiting it. It 
might be the same size as 
Jupiter (right) - where 
electrical storms over the 
poles rise hundreds of 
miles above its surface. 


Pixy •. . 
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Rescue hope for threatened corner of Dickensian London 


Residents and fans af a rare 
surviving corner of Dickensian 
London took heart yesterday 
at the Grade II listing of two 
pubs and a collection of com- 
mercial buildings and terraced 
houses. 

It is by no means the end of 
the campaign to save the Bor- 
ough Market area - a popular 
location for film-makers - 
threatened with demolition to 
make way far a viaduct, but of- 
ficial recognition of the qual- 
ity of the buildings could prove 
a powerful weapon. 

The viaduct is regarded by 
Railtrack as essential to its 
£580m Thames I ink 2000 pro- 
ject to improve public transport 
in the South-east. Conserva- 
tionists have argued for a tun- 
neL The scheme would take the 
roof off Borough Market itself, 
the country's oldest fruit and 
vegetable market and so lax un- 
listed. 

Railtrack said yesterday 
that alternative routes, in- 
cluding a tunnel, had been 
considered and “none of them 
was viable". The company will 
now have to seek special con- 
sent to demolish any of the list- 
ed buildings. Almost certainly 
there will be a public inquiry. 

Tony Banks, the heritage 
minister, said the listing would 
ensure the Thames link 2000 
plans were taken forward as 



On location: Richard E Grant walking through the Borough Market area in a scene from the film Keep the Aspidistra 


sensitively as possible. “The 
Borough Market area is a fas- 
cinating pocket of London's 
Victorian bistoiy. renowned 
for its Dickensian atmos- 
phere." 

The buildings listed include 


two public houses, the Globe, 
dating from IS 72, and based on 
an unusual, almost heart- 
shaped plan; and the Wheat- 
sheaf. with its 1890s interior 
largely intact, a thin screen sep- 
arating the saloon and public 


bars and a central counter. Abo 
covered is a block of commer- 
cial premises in Borough High 
Street built in the 1830s to a de- 
sign by Robert Smirke. terrace 
houses in Park Street, and the 
Joiner Street railway bridge. 


converted to pedestrian use in 
1H‘M» after it collapsed. 

However, campaigner Mike 
Ch allanger, a painter who has 
lived in one of the threatened 
Park Street houses for 21 years, 
said it was impossible to build 


a half-kilometre viaduct with- 
out destroying the area. "It 
doesn't matter if you have a 
nice bit of brick-facing on the 
pillars. It's still a giant bridge." 

Stephen Goodwin, 
Heritage Correspondent 
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married life 
less of a bat 


Facing a recruitment 
shortfall of thousands, 
the Army is taking steps 
to improve life for its 
married soldiers. Andrew 
Buncombe reports on the 
latest move to make the 
military a happier place. 


The Army is not a marriage guid- 
ance agency; anything done to try 
and make married life easier for 
soldiers has always been done on 
an unofficial basis. But concern 
over the shortfall of around 
5,500 personnel has led it to take 
formal steps to stop trained sol- 
diers leaving. The latest step has 
been to lengthen tours of duly, 
where requested, for soldiers 
with wives, husbands or partners. 

“The old joke from lots of 
army wives is that they never 
have time to unpack property." 
said a Ministry of Defence 
spokesman. “As soon as they 
start io get everything straight 
and put all their nick-nacks in 
place, they have to move on 
again. They say they seem to 
spend all their time with pack- 
ing cases in the hallway. - ' 

Moving on every 18 months 
or so could add to the pressures 
of a potentially stressful job, said 
the spokesman. Not only did it 
affect relationships between sol- 
diers and their partners, but il 
also seriously disrupted family 
life. “It is particularly hard if 
there are children to be con- 
sidered," he said. “Some go to 
boarding schools hut many par- 
ents prefer not to do this and 
have them living at home. 

“It clearly cannot be helpful 
for children to keep having to 
move schools every couple of 
years. 

“We also want our soldiers to 


be stable. A happy soldwrYftrb 
better: We would not want to 
have someone defusing abarab 

if they were worrying about 
what was going on at home.” 

In an effort to deal with this, 
the Army's director of military 
operations is lengthening tours 
of duty to up to three yfeais from 
the current average of between 
18 months and twoyears. , 

The impetus fpr this shift has 
dearly come from the top). In an 
interview . last year - with- the 
Army’s magazine,. Soldier, the 
Chief of the General Staff Gen- 
eral Sir Roger Wheeler said it was 
essential to balance military 
needs with other demands. “Tm 
well aware of the fed that not 
only do we need to train to be 
competent buL we need to recog- 
nise a large pro portion of Army 
is married." he said. “Those sol- 
diers need time with their fam- 
ilies, time to attend career 
courses and time to have some 
of the fun side of the Army.” 

The Army Families Federa- 
tion. which represents the in- 
terests of 56,000 families, said 
last night that its own research 
had found longer postings were 
likely to Lead to a more stable 
lifestyle. “In addition to areas 
such as children’s education, 
longer postings make it easier 
for soldiers' wives to get jobs, 

which these days is veiy im- 
portant," said a spokeswoman. 

Between 1996 and 1997 the 
Army took on 15.522 new re- 
cruits. but 15354 serving soldiers 
left. “We realise that we are now 
operating in a highly competi- 
tive market place for good re- 
cruits and we want to attract the 
best." said the MoD spokesman. 
“We also want to stop people 
leaving. We don't want good sol- 
diers doing five or six years ... 
then going back to ciwie street." 


Now atheists seek 
place in the Dome 


In deciding on the contents of 
the “Spirit Zone" of the Mil- 
lennium Dome, Peter Mandel- 
son must satisfy not only those 
of different religions but those 
of no religion at all. Britain’s 
atheists are demanding that if, 
as Mr Mandelson asserts, the 
Dome is to have Christianity as 
its "central theme", it should tell 
the whole story. 

In a letter to the Minister 
Without Portfolio and the New 
Millennium Experience compa- 
ny, Keith Porieous Wood, of the 
National Secular Society, pro- 
poses that the section on Chris- 
tianity should include a record of 
“the centuries of cruelty, inhu- 
manity and repression". 

He writes: “I do hope the 
Millennium Experience will be 
a complete experience with, 
for instance, the Crusades Sa- 
lon to include Muslim heads im- 
paled on spears; the Inquisition 
Pavilion where you will be able 
to torture and disembowel 
heretics; and perhaps, espe- 
cially for the kiddies, the Witch 
Burning Experience - three 
old ladies an hour burned for 
your delectation. We must also 
have a section devoted to the 
suppression of scientific knowl- 
edge - how about Galileo in 
chains for suggesting that the 
Earth revolved around the 
Sun." 


Mr Porieous Wood adds: 
“Please remember that the 
Dome is being paid for by the 
country as a whole, including 
those of many faiths other than 
Christianity and also those of no 
faith ... If the Dome is perceived 
as a primarily religious experi- 
ence, it will be shunned by mfl- 
lions. as church attendances 
testily." 

Rabbi Dr Jonathan Remain, 
minister of Maidenhead Syna- 
gogue and spokesman for the 
Reform Synagogues of Great 
Britain, is also anxious that the 
“dark side of Christianity" be in- 
cluded in the Dome alongside 
the positive aspects of the reli- 
gion. “There should be a real- 
istic appraisal which includes the 
enormous human suffering that 
has been caused internally to 
Christian heretics, externally 
to the Jews and in its battles 
against science as in Galileo and 
Darwin," he said. 

However, a spokesman for 
the New Millennium Experi- 
ence Company yesterday in- 
sisted that the Dome would be 
“very much a forward-thinking 
experience. “It's not going- to 
dwell on the heritage of the past 
too much. That’s not the idea. 
Wc want it to inspire and em- 
bolden people rather than look 
back on negative things." 

- Gore Gamer 


RAF officer appeals against 
conviction for wife murder 


A senior RAF officer convicted of murdering his wife has 
launched an appeal. 

Lawyers representing Sqn Ldr Nicholas TUcker claim that 
hisconvtciton at Norwich Crown Court last month was unsafe. 

TTtey hope that the appeal will be heard by the Court of Ap- 
peal in London by the end of the year. 

Tucker. 46, who was based at RAF Honinuton, Suffolk, was 
jailed for life after a jury found him guilty. 

Jurors heard that Tucker's wife Carol, 51 was found lying 
face down in the river Lark at Lackford. Suffolk, in July 1995 
after the couple's car left the road. • • - 

The prosecution said Tucker throttled his wife and held her 
under the water then staged the accident to cover his tracks. 

Tucker denied the allegation and said he veered off the road 
to avoid two deer. 

During a 13-day trial the prosecution alleged that TUcker 
was infatuated with Dijana Dudukovic. 21. when he killed his 
wife. 

He met Miss Dudukovic, a berbian interpreter, during a six- 
month tour of duty with the United Nations in the former Yu- 
goslavia. During the trial the court was told that the couple 
engaged in an ill-fated affair during which Tucker’s attempts ! 
to make love to her proved unsuccessful. Miss Dudukovic has 
since married and now lives in Switzerland. ! 
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Deep breath: A study of more than 27,000 schoolchildren from all parts of Britain shows that one in three reported some form of wheezing 


Photograph: Bill Fleming 


Pollution not to blame for childhood asthma 


Teenagers are more likely to 
suffer from asthma in the clean 
air of rural Britain than they are 
in the polluted inner cities. 
Jeremy Laurance, Health Editor, 
examines a study which suggests 
the disease cannot be blamed on 
dimate, diet or air quality. 


Britain has one of the high est levels of asth- 
ma in the world, and it is now the most 
common chronic childhood disease. But 
although childhood asthma has risen 
sharply over the past few decades, scien- 


tists remain baffled about the cause. Tbe 
mystery will be deepened by the findings 
of a study of more than 27,000 school- 
children from all parts of Britain which 
showed that one in three reported some 
form of wheezing. Levels were, unex- 
pectedly, slightly higher in rural areas and 
in Scotland, suggesting that tbe most pop- 
ular suspect, pollution, is not the cause. 

The evenness of the geographical 
spread also suggests that climate and diet 
are unlikely to be factors. The study did 
find, however, that the disease is under- 
diagnosed and under-treated, with only 60 
per cent of those reporting wheezing get- 
ting any treatment. 

The researchers, from St Georges Hos- 


pital Medical SchooL London, sent ques- 
tionnaires to 93 large secondary schools 
across Britain, from the Shetland Islands 
to Cornwall. 

All pupils aged 12-14 were asked to fill 
them in and $5 per cent were returned. 
Although one in three pupils said he or 
she had experienced wheezing in the last 
12 months, only half had been diagnosed 
with asthma. Among those who reported 
frequent wheezing at night, only one 
third had been diagnosed with asthma. 

Many pupils were not getting the 
treatment they needed, the researchers say 
in the British Medical Journal. They esti- 
mate that six to seven pupils at each large 
secondary school are suffering moderate 


to severe symptoms but are undiagnosed 
and untreated Even among those who had 
been diagnosed. 4 percent said they were 
suffering disruption to their lives, sug- 
gesting inadequate treatment. 

The researchers say the lack of geo- 
graphical variation in the numbers of chil- 
dren affected suggests that whatever is 
causing the disease is everywhere. “Fur- 
thermore it suggests that factors which do 
vary geographically in Great Britain - such 
as climate, diet and outdoor environment 
- are not the main determinants of preva- 
lence .” 

Dr Ba binder Kaur, clinical lecturer in 
public health medicine at St Geoige s. who 
led the research, said: “The most striking 


thing was that the prevalence was high. The 
second most striking thing was that it was 
high everywhere. 1 would have expected 
higher levels in the cities where there is out- 
door air pollution, but they were actually 
higher in non-metropolitan areas. We 
know pollution triggers asliuna attacks in 
people who have the disease but it does not 
seem to be a cause of the disease itself." 

The level of asthma in France is half 
that in Britain and it varies widely around 
the world. The variation is partly attrib- 
uted to differences in awareness and de- 
finition of wheezing but eveo after these 
are allowed for, researchers believe real 
differences remain which could be linked 
with diet, climate or other factors. 


Paracetamol 
could stave 
off cancer 


Painkillers bought over the counter can pre- 
vent cancer. Scientists have shown that as- 
pirin and similar ami-inflammatory drugs 
used in the treatment of arthritis reduce the 
risk of bowel cancer. The mechanism is un- 
clear but it is thought that the drugs may 
stop the production of chemicals in the in- 
testine that are necessary to allow the can- 
cer to grow. 

Now scientists at the Brigham and 
Women’s hospital, Boston, Massachusetts, 
have tested the effect of over-the-counter 
analgesics on ovarian cancer. They specu- 
lated that whatever mechanism was at work 
with aspirin in bowel cancer might also ap- 
ply to other cancers, but they included ques- 
tions about the use of paracetamol and 
ibuprofen in their study. 

lb their surprise, they found a positive 
Jink with paracetamol but no significant as- 
sociation with either aspirin or ibuprofen 
use. Women who look paracetamol regu- 
larly were half as likely to develop ovarian 
cancer as those who did not. 

The numbers in the study, published in 
the Lancet medical journal, were small and 
the researchers stress that their findings are 
preliminary. They say the study must be 
replicated and the protective mechanism 
explained before any public health advice 
can be given. 

A total of 563 women with ovarian can- 
cer were compared with 523 from the gen- 
eral population and the researchers found 
that 26 of tbe cases (4.6 per cent) used 
paracetamol compared with 4b of the con- 
trols (8.8 per cent). The women with the 
lowest risk took paracetamol daily or had 
used it for more than 10 years. 

The researchers say that paracetamol 
cannot work against cancer in the same way 
as aspirin. However, there is evidence from 
studies oa rats that paracetamol suppress- 
es the activity of the ovaries, which might 
account for its cancer-preventing effect. 

Paracetamol is metabolised in the liver 
in a process thaL may require the chemi- 
cal glutathione. This is also required for the 
release of follicle-stimulating hormone 
(FSH) which is essential to achieve ovula- 
tion. The researchers suggest that if glu- 
tathione is taken up in metabolising 
paracetamol, it could result in depleted lev- 
els of FSH. 

They say: “Until the validity of and 
mechanism for a possible association be- 
tween paracetamol and ovarian cancer pro- 
tection are better defined, this association 
cannot yet be regarded as one which would 
prompt a public health recommendation." 

— Jeremy Laurance 


Blow for chemists and drug makers 
as price fixing is referred to court 


Drugs manufacturers and 
chemists may be forced to scrap 
price fixing for over-the-counter 
medicines after the Office of 
Fair Trading (OFT) yesterday 
called on the courts to settle the 
issue. The move comes after a 
long-running campaign by su- 
permarket chain Asda for cuts 
in the price of oon-prescription 
medicines. 

The director-general of the 
OFT John Bridgeman has asked 
the Restrictive Practices Court 
to end resale price maintenance 
(RPM) on over-the-counter 
pharmaceuticals. Price firing on 


abolished in the Seventies. 

Asda estimates that shoppers 
in the United Kingdom could 
save £300m a year if super- 
markets and other retailers 
were allowed to sell a wide 
range of popular medicines be- 
low the price set by the makers. 


But the pharmaceutical in- 
dustry, backed by leading 
chemists’ chains, says that thou- 
sands of community chemists 
could be forced to dose if price 
fixing was scrapped. 

In 1970. whoa the Restrictive 
Practices Court last looked at 
the issue, it allowed manufac- 
turers to continue enforcing 
minimum prices for their brand- 
ed products. Mr Bridgeman 
said there bad been consider- 
able change since then - in con- 
sumer behaviour, the nature of 
a chemist's business and the 
structure of the retail market - 
warranting a new review, 

Asda, which in 1995 cut the 
price of 80 vitamin products 
only to restore them after man- 
ufacturers secured injunctions, 
welcomed the OFTs decision. 
A spokesman for the chain said 
yesterday: “This is something we 
have been, waiting for and we 


are delighted. Today marks the 
beginning of the end for price 
fixing in this country. 

“The only disappointment is 
that [the case] will not be heard 
until 1999. which means another 
£300m that consumers will have 
to pay because of price firing 
That is the excess profit going 
to manufacturers and multiple 
chemists." 

In 1970, the Restrictive Prac- 
tices Court decided that with- 
out RPM supermarkets would 
stock a wider range of the more 
popular products and lower 
the prices, leading to fewer vis- 
its to chemists’ shops at a time 
of decline. But the OFT said the 
number of chemists' shops was 
no longer declining and the 
mam reason for consumers vis- 
iting them now was to collect 
prescriptions. The strong 
growth in the number of chains 
of chemist shops since l q 70 


would enable them to withstand 
price competition, it added. 

Boots the Chemist said that 
it backed the smaller pharmacists 
in campaigning against aban- 
doning price maintenance. Jan 
Wright, director of e» immunjca- 
tions. said: “We feel the pricing 
system should remain. If it goes, 
small independent pharmacists 
will go to ihe wall and that is not 
in the public interest ... people 
will always want the option of 
having a local chemist.” 

The Community Pharmacy 
Action Group, which was set up 
to lobby in favour of RPM. re- 
acted angrily yesterday. Its chair- 
man, David Sharpe, said: “This 
is clearly an attempt to subvert 
an agreement between the g< »v- 
emmem and pharmacies. Pl-ih 
ple’s access to medicines and 
healthcare advice should be de- 
termined by elected politicians, 
not unclected placemen." 
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Taking cocaine for science’s sake 


American scientists are 
giving drug addicts 
doses of cocaine and 
watching how their 
brains react on a 
scanner. By identifying 
the parts of the brain 
that react to the drug, 
and subsequently - 
trigger craving for 
more, they hope to 

understand the.. _ 
chemistry of addiction. 

All that could be seen of the 
addict were his socks sticking 
out of a brain scanner the size 
of a walk-in cupboard- He 
had been in there about an 
hour when a technician 
pushed a button and infused 
40mg of cocaine into his 
bloodstream. 

■ Two psychiatrists watched, 
along with a heart specialist, 
a drug counsellor and a nurse . 
For a minute and a half, noth- 
ing happened. Then the man’s 


heart rate began to rise to 90 
beats per minute ... 130 ... 135. 
His blood pressure lifted 
sharply. A number came up on 
a computer screen. “He’s get- 
ting maximal rush,” said Dr 
Hans Breiter. 

The man inside the scan- 
ner signalled that he was en- 
joying himself. His head 
immobilised and his ears 
plugged be rated the experi- 
ence on a scale of one to 
four. Four meant really good 

In this unusual experiment 
at: Massachusetts General 
Hospital, scientists were look- 
ing inside a man's head to see 
what cocaine does. A souped- 
up Magnetic Resonance Imag- 
ing scanner, programmed to 
run faster than the kind used 
to mire pictures of strokes or 
t umo urs, rattled off an image 
a second of the man's brain. 

Within mmnffiS the rush fell 
to 2, then 1. Then came less 
pleasant feelings. Low 2, the 
man reported. Low 3. He felt 
jittery and out of sorts. Final- 
ly the numbers began to rise 


on another scale, his hunger 
for more. Craving 3. 

Dr Breiter was relieved. 
There bad been no need to 
yank the mao out of the ma- 
chine and jolt him with defib- 
rillator paddles - someihing 
they had practised doing in 30 
seconds in case the cocaine 
triggered a heart attack. 

At about 10 pm, after 
promising he wouldn’t go 
looking for more cocaine tha t 
night, the addict was sent 
home with a lecture about the 
dangers of drugs, an offer of 
drug rehabilitation and his 
payment, a $260 (£160] cred- 
it at a supermarket 

The National Institute on 
Drug Abuse, headed by Dr. 
Alan Lesbner, is paving for this 
and similar experiments 
around America. Scientists 
hope that by observing exact- 
ly how cocaine gets people 
high and keeps them coming 
back for more, they will find 
clues to making medicines 
that can blunt these effects- 

“That stale of feeling good. 


high, cuphuria. buzz, whatev- 
er you call it, that’*, what we're 
after, and that's what users art- 
after,'' said Dr Scott Lucas, 
who is doing some of the re- 
search at McLean Hospital in 
Belmont. Massachusetts. 

The Massachusetts General 

doctors have counted W dif- 
ferent parts nf the brain that 
are turned on during cocaine's 
rush. Bui as the euphoria ebbs 
and the craving sets in, almost 
all of these fade out. leaving 
just a few distinct struct ure'eu ill 
working hard, "The picture 
emerging is lhai drugs take- 
over structures that are in- 
volved in normal pleasure.” 
said Dr Elliot Stein u! the 
Medical College of Who msin. 

The findings suggest that 
drug addiction is not just a Jail- 
ure of will but a brain disease 
- a lasting, perhaps permanent 
cliange in the brain’s chemistry 
and physiology that produces 
compulsive craving. It also 
suggests possible approaches 
to making antidotes. 

-Jeremy Laurance 
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All smiles as 


Britain takes 
Euro-reins 


Tony Blair yesterday 
kicked ofF Britain's 
European presidency 
with a pledge to be a 
constructive ‘honest 
broker* in launch 
preparations for the 
single currency. But as 
Rupert Cornwell explains, 
awkward issues ranging 
from Turkey to the EU 
beef-ban could yet spoil 
the Prime Minister’s 
Euro-show. 


It was the traditional beaming 
stan for an EL' presidency, only 
more so - the descent en masse 
of the 20-man European Com- 
mission into the new incum- 
bent's capital to map out the six 


months ahead, but spiced this 
time by the undisguised delight 
of the Commission President, 
Jacques Santer, that he would 
be dealing not with Euroscep- 
tic Tories, but with a new, keen 
Labour Government. 

At a joint press conference, 
Mr Blair and Mr Santer, al- 
ready on ■‘Jacques" and “Tony- 
terms, gushed with quite sincere 
mutual enthusiasm. How “re- 
freshing and appreciated" was 
Britain's new-found spirit of co- 
operation. Mr Santer said, and 
its desire to show how Europe 
could improve the lives of 
ordinary people. 

The Prime Minister re- 
sponded in similar vein. It was 
“a privilege" to take on the 
presidency at a moment when 
the EU would embark on two 
crucial steps: enlargement to 
the East, and the final prepa- 



New title: Tony Blair at^ 
a London press conferenj* 
yesterday on Britain’s • 
European presidency 

Photograph: Lynne Sbdky/AP 


rations for the single currency. 
Although Britain was not join- 
ing in the first wave, it would 
be an honest broker, playing a 
“good constructive role" in the 
launch of the euro. 

But as Britain gets into the 


daily business of the presiden- 
cy, the smiles could soon fade. 
Both men stressed the urgency 
of improving the EU's fraught 
relations with Turkey, already' 
threatening major trouble for 
the accession of Cyprus to the 


Union, and which could com- 
plicate efforts to find a solution 
to the Kurdish refugee crisis. 

The EU's failure to lift its 
21 -month ban on British beef 
exports is a separate irritant. 
Progress had been “far slower 


than I'd like." Mr Blair said, 
adding that “if science was the 
test, we should get some action 
and improvement. But he 
warned, “it would be unwise to 
be over-optimistic". 

During the presidency, Mr 


Blair and the other Cabinet 
ministers who chair EU meet- 
ings are supposed to be neutral, 

leaving the national interest to 
be defended by more junior of- 
ficials occupying the normal 
British seat 


But this may not prevent 
friction between . Labp^s 
deregulahHy, “wdfare-to^vpdC 
philosophy and the intertiaf- 
lionist, statist, instincts afean- 

finental Europe. ' 

On the single currency, 
however, not a Word was 
breathed yesterday about last 
month's row over Britain’s ex- 
clusion from the “Euro-X* 
club of countries which jogn up 
for the euro. ■ 

But even from the -side- 
lines, the Tories still snipe. In 
remarks that can only have in- 
tensified Mr Santer’s relief, at 
the change of guard in Down- 
ing Street, William. Hague last 
night stepped up his campaign, 
of hostility to the single cur- 
rency, urging Mr Blair to block 
unprepared EU members from 
joining the euro. 

In a speech to Tfeignbridge 
Tories, he said: “Britain is at the 
helm for the next six months 
For a prime minister far more 
interested in doing what is pop- 
ular rather than what is right, 
it-wfll mean hard choices^" 
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Police halt suicide 
cult’s last supper 


Police in the Canary Islands last 
night arrested a German psy- 
chologist and cult leader 
charged with planning the col- 
lective suicide of 32 followers, 
including five children aged 
from six to 12. 

Members of the religious 
sect apparently planned to end 
their lives yesterday in the ex- 
pectation that a spaceship 
would carry them away from the 
su mmi t of Mt leide, a volcano 
in Tenerife. 

Heide Fittkau-Garthe, 36. 
from Berlin, had lived on the is- 
land for a decade and police had 
been investigating her followers, 
wbo were ah Germans except 
one Spanish woman, for sever- 
al months. The sect believed 
that the world was to end last 
night and that they would be 
transported to a new world. 

Police picked up clothing, il- 
lustrations and documents from 
the followers, said to be middle- 
class men and women, includ- 
ing university graduates, aged 
between 20 and 60. 

A government spokesman 
said the sect centred around the 
personality of their leader, who 
homed in on her followers per- 
sonality weaknesses and in- 
duced them to pay up to £300 
to participate in meetings- Some 
members had apparently ar- 
rived in Tenerife in recent weeks 


after bidding farewell to their 
families “until the next world". 

Police believe the sect is a 
splinter group of the Solar Tem- 
ple suicide cult, whose followers 
have carried out mass suicides 
in Canada, France and Switzer- 
land. Dr Fittkau-Garlhe’s disci- 
ples were staging a “last supper" 
at a private residence in the city 
of Santa Cruz de Tenerife before 
police intervened. 

“Inducement to suicide is a 
crime, and for that reason the 
security forces had to avoid this 
evil thing," Antonio Lopez Oje- 
da, a Canaries government of- 
ficial, said yesterday. “It is not 
even dear which branch the sect 
is. whether it Ls the so-called So- 
lar Temple cult or whether it is 
a splinter of this group ... many 
types are possible, based on the 
personality of the leader." 

If convicted. Dr Fittkau- 
Garthe faces four to eight years 
in prison. In 1994, 4$ members 
of the Order of the Solar Tem- 
ple died in murder-suicides in 
Switzerland. Five more mem- 
bers died the same year in 
Canada, followed by 16 others 
in the French Alps in 1995 and 
five more in Canada last March. 
Thirty-nine members of the 
Heaven's Gate cult committed 
suicide last March at a mansion 
outside San Diego. 

— Elizabeth Nash 


Jospin to boost benefits in 
bid to end jobless unrest 


The French Prime Minister, Lionel Jospin, is expected today 
to promise short-term and long-term improvements to ben- 
efits for the jobless in an attempt to halt a spreading cam- 
paign of protest by the long-term unemployed. Last night he 
met leaders of the protest, which has begun to threaten the 
credibility and unity of the Social isl-G re en-Commumst coali- 
tion which has governed France since June. 

The protesters’ central requests include a £300 end-of-year 
bonus, an improvement in unemployment pay of the 1,200,000 
long-term unemployed and more emergency help for people 
in acute difficulties. Mr Jospin is expected to offer more pub- 
lic money to help the insolvent unemployment insurance agency 
meet the last demand. He may also offer longer-term reforms 
of the system to give more help to unemployed people to re- 
train for new jobs. — John Lichfield, Paris 


Police discuss Kurd influx 


European police chiefs began discussing a plan to deal with 
a wave of Kurdish immigrants landing in Italy, and rights 
groups, including Amnesty, urged Rome to grant all Kurds 
temporary asylum. The talks between police chiefs and se- 
curity officials from Turkey and six EU states - Germany. 
France. Belgium, the Netherlands, Austria and Italy - were 
aimed at co-ordinating a Europe-wide response to the arrival 
of 2,000 Turkish and Iraqi Kurds in Italy in the past four weeks. 
Bonn has reacted with alarm to the influx of Kurds, believ- 
ing they intended to join family and friends among the Kur- 
dish community already in Germany. Italy has described them 
as refugees and said it would examine asylum requests on an 
individual basis. — Reuters, Rome 


Journalist deaths drop 


Twenty-six journalists were killed around the world Iasi year 
in the course of their work, with India and Colombia the most 
dangerous countries. The annual report by Reporters with- 
out Borders and the Committee to Protect Journalists said 
it marked the third consecutive drop after an especially dead- 
ly 1994, in which 103 journalists were killed. 

Seven journalists died in India last year, four in Colom- 
bia. three in Mexico, and two in Cambodia. For the first time 
since 1993, no journalist was killed in Algeria, despite wors- 
ening civil strife. — Reuters, Paris 
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Will a cultural revolution rebuild the ‘People’s Daily’? 


The People's Daily this 
week launched an 
offensive to win back 
readers who have 
deserted the stodgy diet 
of propaganda served up 
by the mouthpiece of 
the Chinese Communist 
Party. Its circulation has 
halved during the 
economic reform. But 
Teresa Poole in Peking 
doubts that the changes 
will halt the decline. 


There was a time, back in the 
1966-76 Cultural Revolution, 
when there were “only” about 
100 different newspapers in 
China and the ftople’s Daily sold 
a healthy six million copies a day. 
The pressure of the market- 
place was non-enstenL- print me- 
dia carried no advertisements, 
state subsidies were available to 
bale out loss-makers, and few 
readers expected to find a news- 
paper actually interesting. 

How times have changed. 
These days, the number of na- 
tional and local newspapers 
and magazines has soared to 
10,000, including 2^135 news- 
papers available nationally, pro- 
viding cut-throat competition. 


It comes as no surprise- that 
what sells is not President Jiang 
Zemin's latest speech in foil, but 
celebrity interviews, goiy crimes, 
fashion, stockmaikcl informa- 
tion, and tips for doing business. 
Just the sorts of subject not cov- 
ered by the People's Daily. 

Until this week, that is. With 
the newspaper's circulalion now 
a relatively dismal three million 
- and almost all sales going to 
government offices - China's 
propaganda tsars have decided 
it is lime to fight back. On 
Monday, a new four-page “Eco- 
nomics Weekly" section ap- 
peared. On Wednesday, a 
similarly sized “Society Weekly” 
made its debut Jing Xianfa, di- 
rector of the newspaper’s foreign 
affairs office, told 77te Indepen- 
dent yesterday: “In this new 
year, we want to give this news- 
paper a new face and give the 
readers a sense of freshness.” 

Remember, this is the news- 
paper which in September last 
year announced that the media 
was there “to give help, not to 
create trouble”. It called for the 
proper reporting of “hot issues" 
and warned journalists not to 
make “a big fuss” about them. 
The political tramlines remain 
straight and narrow, but it rep- 
resents a minor editorial revo- 
lution for the People's Daily to 
admit that it needs to attract a 


Hello, good evening, 
and welcome to 
Bosnia’s Hate TV 


Supporters of the 
former Bosnian Serb 
leader Radovan Karadzic 
are starting a new 
television station to 
promote their leader. As 
well as extolling the 
virtues of the 
UN-indicted war 
criminal, the station will 
carry the war between 
the Bosnian Serbs to a 
new dimension. 


A strong contender for Eu- 
rope’s worst television station 
may soon be back on the air. 
again bombarding Bosnians 
with flattering portraits of the 
portly, silver-haired former 
Bosnian Serb supremo. 

Hardline supporters of the 
indicted war criminal an- 
nounced this week that they will 
launch a private television sta- 
tion. called S Channel, after the 
channel they used to ran was 
taken off the air. 


BY MARCUS 
TANNER 


The new station means a re- 
turn to war on the airwaves be- 
tween the two Bosnian Serb 
factions. One group, loyal to the 
Bosnian Serb president, BQjana 
Plavsic, and based in the north- 
western city of Banja Luka, af- 
fects a more pro-Western stance. 
The other remains true to 
Karadzic bitterly opposes the 
1995 Dayton peace deal for 
Bosnia, and lurks amid the pine 
trees and log cabins of the ski re- 
sort of Pale, near Sarajevo. 

Before war broke out be- 
tween Muslims. Serbs and 
Croats in the former Yugoslav 
republic in 1992, Bosnia had 
only one, very doll, Com mimtst- 
rnn television station. This was 
based in the capital, Sarajevo. 
Pointedly Yugoslav in coverage, 
its one concession to Bosnia was 
the wailing, vaguely Muslim- 
sounding theme tune for the 
7 o’clock news. But as fighting 
escalated, most of the Serb 
journalists decamped from 
Sarajevo to Pale, taking their 
equipment with them. 


fettle 


Lite*’ 

BOS 




Bosnian Serb television was 
born. But then the Bosnian 
Serbs themselves split into two 
camps over whether to accept 
the peace deal which had been 
brokered by the Americans in 
Dayton in November 1995. 
That brought more TV sta- 
tions. Mrs Plavsic, who backed 
die Dayton deal, made sure the 
studio in her Banja Luka fief- 
dom declared UDI from Pale 
and struck out on its own. 

Karadzic’s cronies, in spite 
of the indictment of their leader 
before the UN war crimes tri- 
bunal in The Hague, kept a grip 
on their transmitter in Pale. 
Their broadcasts were only si- , 
lenced in October last year af- I 
ter the top international 1 
mediator in Bosnia accused 
them of inciting hatred against 
the Nato-led peace force. 

Long before the inter-Serb 
war of the airwaves started, 
Bosnian Serb TV had a repu- 
tation for poisonous coverage, 
leavened by occasional mo- 
ments of bizarre hilarity. 

A classic incident was in the 
summer of 1993, when the pre- 
senter of the evening news an- 
nounced that the Bosnian Serb 
parliament had voted to accept 
the latest Western peace plan. 
His dramatic, anguished tone 
made it clear he regarded this 
plan as a disaster for Serbs. But 
it was still a surprise when be 
pulled out a gun and shot him- 
self in the head. He lay slumped 
on the desk for several seconds, 
until he jerked his head up. It 
was a joke. “No, the Serbs are 
not going to commit suicide!”, 
be announced. 

Mostly, Bosnian Serb TV 
was no joke. Typical was the re- 
porting in 1995 of the death of 
Maja Djokic, a Serb woman in 
Sarajevo (tilled in the street by 
an incoming Bosnian Serb shelL 
TV Pale picked up the story but 
in their “version" she was killed 
by the Bosnian Muslim sol- 
diers who raped her. 

•'ll was a channel famous for 
its distortions and outright lies 
masquerading as news reports”, 
says Emma Daly, a former In- 
dependent correspondent and 
co-author of an EU report on 
the local media during Bosnia's 
local elections last September. 

Karadzic's TV in Pale was in 
a league of its own when it came 
to upsid&down coverage of the 
Serb siege of Sarajevo and the 
Serb atrocities committed 
against the Muslims of Sre- 
brenica and other towns in 
eastern Bosnia. 

But there is competition. 
The Bosnian Croats, not wish- 
ing to be left out, naturally bad 
to have their own TV, in the 
southern city of Mostar. This 
station has escaped closure by 
international officials, but only 
just Its reports are seen as al- 
most as biased as those of their 
Serb counterparts. * n ® OSQ ^ a * 
the proliferation of TV sta- 
tions means everyone can tune 

in to the fanatics of their choke. 
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readership, rather than consid- 
er one its political birthright. 

So. on Monday, detailed ta- 
bles reviewed the 1997 per- 
formance of the Shanghai and 
Shenzhen slock markets, and 
complicated graphs explained 
the theory of chartism and 
hew it could be used to predict 
market movements. 


There was even a flow dia- 
gram of what Thailand was do- 
ing to combat its economic 
crisis. The section’s main news 
story was all about how the cus- 
toms department had rumbled 
a corrupt Chinese firm which 
had shipped Japanese cars to 
Hong Kong, taken them apart, 
shipped the components into 


China, reassembled the vehicles, 
and licensed them with illegal 
brandnames and documents. 

In the middle of the week, 
“Society Weekly" sadly turned 
out not to be a run-down of 
which leaders had attended 
China’s best soirees, but a wor- 
thy look at consumer and social 
news. Indeed, one wonders 


whether the People 'j Daily boss- 
es have really understood how 
to win the circulation battle. 

The main story provided an 
exhaustive explanation of why 
the price of electricity in the 
countryside is no longer higher 
than it is in the cities. There was 
an update on the good deeds of 
a woman in Inner Mongolia 


who. during the Fifties, was 
crippled after sheltering the 
commune's sheep with her body 
during a snowstorm. Then there 
was half a page on a certain An 
Ziwen, a “great organiser" in the 
Communist Party, and his ac- 
tivities during the anti-Japanese 
war during the early Forties. An- 
other big spread markedlO years 


Paperehase: The Chinese 
appear to want something 
besides stodgy party 
propaganda 

Photograph: Tom Pilston 


since the death of He Chang- 
gong, practitioner of the “three 
glories" of geology. 

More interesting were the 
readers’ letters. One corre- 
spondent explained how rural 
parents encouraged the other- 
wise undesirable early marriage 
of their sons in order to stop 
them gambling. Another com- 
plained about the lavish present- 
giving by work units as Chinese 
New Year approached. 

So the changes have limits. 
Readers might stiD find the Peo- 
ple's Daily rather a slog. This is 
a newspaper, for instance, that 
on five of the first eight days of 
1998 has carried front-page 
main photographs or big news 
stories about President Jiang 
Zemin. And yesterday, the 
main headline on page one 
read “Discussing Control of the 
Whole Situation”, and was fol- 
lowed by dense editorial on 
how officials “must understand 
the big picture In order to ad- 
dress smaller problems”. 



AX 



ft 



rrrq 


ATTENTION ALL NEW P C O WNERS? 

BUY 2 P oaUNg) m u auOf 

raw wr ; j**® 

rrm^REN'sH IStieiice?nl EffiBSSl WHEN YOU BUY AMY 



M- r^ -lPRMULi, 1 .-.w . j 

1* Stv** * 


TTe Dorlbi IMenley & 

CHELDRENSl 

dictionary^ 



I-"-"' 






WHEN YOU BUY ANY a ' 

EUROPRESS TITUE OVffi £W.99 ^SSeSSr* — r MA 'W FORMULA 1 '97 TOMB 

ro«-!>7*rm- 9 ’ r rA'i-97 r* 


GET A DOMING KINDERSLIY 0MGINAL FREE! 



♦SHKIEPmESONlY 


pws " VrearjJHS 


mm 


mus 


J?.0CfvEj| 

OX.E0.R0r 

a ?icT icsa^ 


GET A 
3RD 
FREE! 



mm, 


(TOYS 'R' US PRICE £32.99) 

WHEN YOU BUY 
ANY 2 HASBRO 







mm 


j2BU]E£ jgSK “ /aar 1 < 


i 

-“jjl 




1 CD-ROM GAMES 


Mm: 






QUAKE 2 


TOMB RAIDER 2 FIFA 8 EW dele& #9 ® 





LATEST CD ROM TITLES 






FUGHT SIM ' 9 SI 
j^Q.99WOMJS2^ 











jSSS^SSSSs/ips?^. 






F , RACING RIVCN a^BMAWO M EXT 1 MM* G MUSCMEF MAKBfS FIFA ' 

£29" t 34H£49"f49"f4»-.Fg / 


98 

1.99 




tOHDOH AREA 
OLD KENT ROW 

KtltG/avK. 

HWES4wa-nm 

erao 

CFPffiOfl 

fflUWOOt 

smavMs 

BASkOON 

W0W1G 

SOUTH ft SOUTH EAST 

SASrtQSTORE 

BQYORD 

OXFORD 

PORWOUTH 

unott 


imw 

pool/ 

B0UWBWFH 

RCADH1D 

STtVCfWSE 

tmw 

500TWWTDH 

WIPiAHD 5 

5fKHKiflCRV 

COVENTRY 

SOUftti 

flomiOttH 

DStflY 

BiRwawi 

0UMURY4i»i i* i 

MOfTTMAMPTOfl 

tflCESTER 


I1W1LEY/5T0KE 

mimm 

oaw 

fTTERflOfiOUW 

SCOTIA HD 
ft N. IRELAND 

5H/A5T 

rftiu mncSav na. 

AflERDCEfl 

BUHBURGM 

fljASGOW mRNtfAIi 

DunLCE 

51ASG0W HEtBt 5T 

ne #»«i 

IW> 


p ORTHEAST 

TFEftfDE 
METRO CENTRE 

WORTH W£ST 

uvevoa 

1W-J SI 1» f-- J 

ALTRlf*OV\M 

SXK« 

CHESTER 

HWiCHE3TER 

IWVWtCXVi 

PRE5.10H 

&WEST 

swncuiift 


BRfiTOt 

CAfltUfT 

tmttA 

DtOtXESiBt 

HUMBERSIDE 

ft YORKS 

wwmetD 

•CHCfSTEP. 

unccui 

lOW. 

VEffiElD 

iJEDS 1 

efwcwxp 

■Mi. 


i ** A A Jfc ft I Hne 

TOVSi l/S.1 * 


SUN 11 'TIL 5PH 


___ 





IN STOCK TOSS 

SATURDAY! 


. , V^ ; I /»*UvMV TH-t TUBBIES 

^raaDWitmscriwtMoiiCMnwiaui 1 i-rviizRlC£! BC/ 


FROM 

■kft mm/tr* 







s 

SF 

AA 

*£ 
• t 


the independent 
FRIDAY 9 IANUARY 1998 


12 


12/AMERICA 


.■* 1 


‘Stolen’ Nazi art 
seized in New York 


Hours before they were 
due to be shipped back 
to the Austrian museum 
they were borrowed 
from, two paintings 
exhibited until last 
Sunday by the Museum 
of Modem Art in New 
York were effectively 
impounded by city 
authorities. 

The problem, David 
Usbome explains, is their 
Nazi past. 


The Nazi-loot saga took an un- 
expected and emotionally 
charged twist yesterday fol- 
lowing Lhe news that authori- 
ties in New York are blocking 
the return to Austria of two 
paintings that had been on 
temporary loan to the Museum 
of Modem Art. 

The move has delighted the 
two families who darm to be the 
rightful owners of the paintings 
by the Austrian expressionist 
Egon Schiele, Dead City and 


Portrait of Walfy. Schiele died in 
1918. 

Both pictures were allegedly 
stolen by Nazi officers from 
family forebears before and 
during the Second World War. 

“It's fabulous,*’ said Rita 
Reif, an heir to Fritz Grun- 
bauzn, a comedian who died in 
Dachau in 1940 and owned 
Dead City. 

“Now we can resolve what 
has been half a century of 
great loss." 

But the confiscation is 
threatening to provoke a diplo- 
matic feud between the US and 
Austria. It has, equally, caused 
dismay in the art world, stirring 
fears of long-term damage to 
the practice of inter-museum 
loaning. 

The harshest reaction came 
from the Leopold Museum in 
Vienna, the current owner of 
the pictures. It had loaned the 
paintings to the Museum of 
Modem Art for a special trav- 
elling exhibition that ended 
last Sunday. 

“There is no comparable in- 
stance in history," Klaus 
Schroder, the Leopold Muse- 


um’s director, complained. 
“This could rise up to a very big 
scandal, and I’m afraid of that 
I cannot say what will happed 
in the next hours or days." 

The Leopold had already 
pledged to create a panel of ex- 
perts to consider the claims of 
the two families and bad 
promised to surrender the 
works if the ownership claims 
were upheld. 

But Robert Morgenthau, 
the Manhattan District Attor- 
ney, served the Museum of 
Modem Art with a subpoena, 
forbidding the shipping of the 
pictures. 

He is expected to insist they 
remain in New York while the 
case is considered by a special 
grand jury. The process could 
take months or even a full 


year. 

Hoping to damp down the 
feud, the US embassy in Vien- 
na yesterday said: “We believe 
the long-standing relationship 
of trust and co-operation be- 
tween Austria and the United 
States will be helpful as the par- 
ties work to resolve this mat- 
ter." 
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Framed: A detail from Schiele’s Portrait of Wally, impounded in New York, where It was on loan from an Austrian museum 


Photograph: AFP 
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Life in solitary for ‘evil’ bomber 


Clinton sex case delay blamed on media 


Calling him an “apostle of evil”, a New York 
judge yesterday sentenced Ramri Yousef 
to life imprisonment without parole for mas- 
terminding the World Trade Center bomb- 
ing and a plot to blow up a dozen airliners 
carrying American passengers. 

The terms of the 240-year sentence wfll 
mean that Yousef will be held in solitary 
confinement for the rest of his life. Only 
proven members of his family will be able 
to visit him. Judge Kevin Daffy ruled. 

Yousef, 29. has daimed to be of Pakistani 
origin and to have studied electronics. He 
was arrested in Islamabad in February 1995 


and returned to the US. He was finally con- 
victed last November for orchestrating the 
1993 Twin lowers blast. The attack, which 
killed six and injured a thousand, trauma- 
tised the US which had previously had lit- 
tle exposure to terrorism. 

Judge Dufiy dismissed Yousef's daim 
that be was following his Muslim funda- 
mentalist beliefs. “You adored not Allah 
but the evil you had become. I must say as 
an apostle of evil, you have been most ef- 
fective. You .wanted to kill for the thrill of 
killing h uman beings.” 

Before being sentenced, Yousef made 


his own defiant statement to the court. “Yes, 
I am a Terrorist and I'm proud of it. I sup- 
port terrorism as long as it is used against 
the United States and Israel. You are more 
than terrorists. You are butchers, liars and 
hypocrites." 

At his trial, the prosecution said Yousef 
had conceived of the Trade Center attack 
as a “twisted form of protest” at American 
support of IsraeL They said he had told ac- 
complices that he hoped that one tower 
would topple on another and kill at least 
250,000 US citizens. 

David Usbome, New York 


A planned confrontation between President 
Clinton and the woman who has accused 
him of sexual harassment looked likely to 
be delayed yesterday after the date set for 
the encounter was leaked to the press. Mr 
Clinton's lawyer, Robert Bennett, said it was 
probable the date would have to be 
changed to avert a “media spectacle”. 

The conservative Washington Times, 
which is anti-Clinton, had reported that Mr 
Clinton would give his deposition - a pre- 
trial sworn statement - at the White House 
on 17 January. As the accuser, Paula 
Jones, who alleges that Mr Clinton made 


an unwanted sexual advance to her while 
governor of Arkansas in 1991, has the right 
to attend and made known her Intention 
of doing so. 

Mr Bennett said yesterday that the ar- 
rival of Ms Jones at the White House was 
bound to become a media event if the date 
were known in advance. Upping the ante 
in the case, he played doiwn the possibili- 
ty of an out of court settlement, accusing 
Ms Jones of wanting to profit financially. 
He also accused the right-wing Rutherford 
Institute that is helping to fund Ms Jones's 
case of using the case in an attempt to em- 


barrass the President. The trial is set to start 
on 27 May in Little Rock, Arkansas. 

In a related development, the US Hea- 
suiy has disclosed that it is investigating a 
decision by the Internal Revenue Service 
to subject Ms Jones to a tax audit This pro- 
cedure, which terrifies most Americans, is 
invoked m ainly when the authorities sus- 
pect irregularities, but there is widespread 
suspicion that it is also used by the pow- 
erful to in timi date political opponents. Yes- 
terday, Mr Bennett dissociated himself and 
the White House from the tax audit 

Mary Dejevsky. Washington 
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Everyday in any one of six Conran restaurants 


The Independent and Independent on Sunday in association with Terence Conran are delighted to 
offer readers the opportunity to enjoy lunch or early evening supper at six of London’s top 

restaurants throughout January and February for £10 


From Monday January 5th until Saturday February 
28th, 6 Conran Restaurants, are exclusively offering 
readers of The Independent and Independent on 
Sunday a two course lunch or early evening supper 
for just £10 per person, in addition, readers can 
take advantage of further special offers throughout 
the evening at a number of the restaurants, details 
of which we shall publish over the course of the 
promotion. 






illssairsi ZZQ '\zz'i, Lcrriv». 3*72 5UU. 017! 55? 1030 

Bluebird is an Epicurean experience for lovers of food and drink: a large restaurant and bar, together 
with a food market, chef shop, traiteur, cafe and luxurious dating dub. Since opening last year, it has 
become a popular choice for those who want to enjoy good food and wine in a relaxed, friendly at- 
mosphere. The menu combines the best classic and contemporary flavours and techniques, and read- 
ers can enjoy dishes from the grill, rotisserie and wood-fired oven. 

Lunch I2pfn-3pm, Early evening supper 6pm - 7pm. 




How to Book 

To participate in the offer simply collect one 
token (tokens will be printed every day until 
Saturday February 28th) and then telephone 
the restaurant of your choice quoting the In- 
dependent offer. On your arrival at the 
restaurant you must present your token in or- 
der to qualify for the offer. Each token is valid 
for a complete table booking. The tokens will 
be valid for one week only, and will be dated 
accordingly. To continue to participate in the 
offer, simply collect a token from the week in 
which you wish to dine. Pre-booking is essen- 
tial and all bookings are subject to availability. 


7 T n<i 0~ri.gr. Museum, 23 Shad iharr.ea, Lcndcn. 53 i 5'VE. C-7, 72": 

Blue Print Cafe is a favourite destination for many in the city: Admired for its spectacular view, 
good food and relaxed atmosphere, the restaurant looks out over the Thames and Tower Bridge. 
Blue Prints food is simple and fight reflecting influences from around the globe and the menu 
changes frequently to take advantage of seasonal produce. New for 1998, Blue Print Cafe have intro- 
duced a set lunch menu which Independent readers can try at the special price of £10 for two courses. 
Also available early evening is a selection of great Spanish food and rustic wine for £10. 

Lunch 12 noon - 3pm, Early evening supper 6pm - 7pm.* 


L - rcc.t da 'z. To xr Ear & Grill 36d Shad i names, Louden. 5E! 2Y*L 0)7] 402 2-4*53 

The centrepiece of the Butler's Wharf Gastnodrome, Le Pont de la Tour overlooks the River Thames 
and is situated by one of the most famous bridges in the world - it's namesake. Tower Bridge. The 
entire complex includes an elegant restaurant, lively bar & pill and series of splendid shops. At the 
Bar & Grill, the mend is a mix of regional French,' Irish, British and Italian dishes in simple, generous 
style. For Independent readers the chef has created a new set menu (£10 for two courses or £14.50 
for three courses) full of classic Bar & Grill dishes. Lunch fipmdpm, Early evening supper 6pm -7pm. 




V. « 


A special discount is available on selected items in the 
Bluebird and Le Pont de la Tour shops on presentation 
of the token. 


a' ?*33 ISO Wardour Street. London WIV3L5L 0171 3M <030 . 

“When we opened Mezzo in September 1995, we wanted to make people feel good, to add to the 
quality of life in London and to bring something completely different to Soho” says Terence Conran. 
Described as the largest restaurant in Europe, Mezzo is in fact a collection of complementary food 
related activities ait gathered to ge ther under one enormous roof: Soho's only bakery, a patisserie, 
cafe and four bars, as well as two different restaurants - Mezzo and Mezzo nine. Mezzo is reached bv 
an impressive staircase which winds down through a dramatic double height space where the 7 
kitchens create a spectacular stage. The food is a fusion of east meets west, northern and southern 
hemispheres, where chef John Torode shows his passion for mixing mgufients with flair and innova- 
tion. 

Lunch 12pm - 3pm, Early evening supper 6pm-7pm. 


Terence Conran, widely recognised as the UK’s leading 
restaurateur has played a significant role in changing the 
way we eat out He has created 1 1 unique restaurants, 
and this year will open two more in London and one in 


QusgSina's !6 3a;- y Street, Sc James’s. London. S 'VIY 0171 'S3 C 

Celebrating itfs fifth birthday on February Mth this year, Quagtmo’s has been described as the ’ 
talk and taste of London, a place so polished and swanky it cxiuld onfyhave corrie from Teren^Tcon- 
ran.” Vogue Entertaining Guide Junefluty 1993. Despite opening in the depths of the recession, this 
glamorous restaurant has been one of London's most successful establishments. Inspired by the 
great brasseries of Paris, the menu is pre domina ntly a mhc of British, French and Italian dishes. 

Lunch I2pm-3pm, Early evening supper 5 30pm-d .30pm. 
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Zinc Bar & GrH 3J Heddcn Straet.-ofT Regent Surest, London; WIR 7LF. Tei 0:7s 

Zinc Bar & Grill is a lively and informal restaurant and bar. In the heart of London's West End] Just 
seconds away from the hustle and bustle of Regent Street; Zinc Bar & -Grill provides an oasis front 
the West End frenzy, a place to meet friends far a quick drink, aKght funch or a relaxed dinner. The 

menu is simpfe and reasonably priced with the majority of dishes cooked on the grill and rotisserie. 

on view to restaurant customers. Exclusively at Zinc, readers will be able to enjoy three courwJfL- 
just £10 between 12 noon and 7pm* ^Stor 


*CkMMd fcwn 6pm on Sunday Offer imc mlafcfc on Fsbmry Mth. 


hoWw and *0 member? of boot&v to 
patUtlpute in fndspendent/Conrtn Reswraits flO meal oner. 


'n? te ^ partidpate in the offer sfenfdy telephone die reraurant of your choice direct (from those rated above) to nake your talforwemtion, Wsre3yit»youi»lf as »i IrafcpendenttWr 

i™/! 85 ? 1 r3nr you should present ytxrcorreofr dated token to quMlyfwtte pnxnodon.-fckeuai*« only valid forth* das«printed. You rrwsttear i*«'I?ysars oWtnpanJcipate in dTrl 
fn^***^ k essanhal and all booking! are subject CO wafebfty. Dviers wfll not be able to participate In ch« promotion they have not m*d« a nrtor netcfvattoa. The offer amides the lnd«Miui-^ 
Omar and Mmernbws of tfwlrbookfrig co a two come lunch or early evenInE supper (pro 7pm) at Mazo, Bluebird, l» Pont ds It Tour Bar & GrB. Quads's. Blue Print Cafe or Zinc Bar & GrH 
per pawi. Won mdudes one side order against a specbOy prepared menu.The cfecount at tteHuebH/L~ n “- J - l -* r • — -■ — *--- - lu 


— ,-Tnrwlmenu.fte cftmmt Brin Bluebird /Lt Pont deb*K>ur steps SpfAtt » seleaed purch^s In aeons. Tte meres mwdiame iron, Hmo 

P”* ° u ^ l ™ c o^ofttepronwtkn7TteCC«oftte , TWdBXk^ VAT and excludes drinks, coflsafea. A dto« lo nar ystrwtedarge<rfl25%wtf beaddtetowhb«.Tte^^'BtediMh«.^ me 

yaepamwu readert and this offer ctvkx be usad bi asnp j nction with any odier offer and a rrer-gansfarable. Conran Re so irara L«1 traangtenra and cofKfidons aorifc 

Promoter Tte Independent One Canada Stpuare, Canary VVhari; Londoa EKSAR - 
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13/WORLD NEWS 


Algeria opening door to international massacre probe 


The European Union last 
night accelerated plans 
for a fact-finding mission 
to Algeria, Rupert Cornwell 
reports, amid signs that 
Algiers may be softening 
its previous flat refusal of 
an outside inquiry into 
the massacres. 


As the slaughter of civilians cort- 
linucd. Middle East experts 
met in Brussels yesterday to dis- 
cuss a possible '"troika" mission 
of senior officials from Lux- 
embourg, Britain and Austria - 
die previous, present and future 
holders of the EU Presidency - 
with the German foreign min- 
ister claiming that Algiers had 
already given a “positive reac- 
tion” io the proposal. 


Jn London, meanwhile. 
Robin Cook, the Foreign Sec- 
retary. said Europe must estab- 
lish how it could help in finding 
a way to end the bloodshed, 
which has taken at least 1,000 
lives in the first 10 days of the 
holy month of Ramadan alone, 
and perhaps 70,000 or more 
since the civil war between the 
regime and Islamic fundamen- 
talist guerrillas began in 19S»2. 


Until yesterday, there was 
scant sign that Algiers would 
give its blessing, essential for any 
international initiative to get off 
the ground. Once again on 
Wednesday, the authorities is- 
sued a “categorical rejection of 
any attempt to interfere in its 
internal affairs”, saying an in- 
vestigation would only plant 
doubts over lhe source of ter- 
rorism, "a stance Algeria con- 


demns and absolutely rejects”. 

But there are now hints it 
could countenance a less clear 
cut step. Apart from anything 
agreed with the EU.some form 
of LIN mission remains possi- 
ble while - according to officials 
in Ottawa yesterday - the mil- 
itary regime is willing to receive 
a Canadian envoy who would 
urge the Algerian government 
to be more open about the mas- 


sacres. Allegations are ever 
more frequent that some of 
Lhcse took place with the pas- 
sive connivance, if not active 
complicity, of the security 
forces. 

Such suggestions, however, 
only infuriate the Algerian gov- 
ernment, which insists the car- 
nage is exclusively the work of 
the fundamentalists, the most 
ferocious group of which is the 


GIA. the Armed Islamic 
Group. The GIA is believed to 
be behind the unprecedented 
weekend slaughter in the west- 
ern Relizane province, which 
look a reported 400 lives, and 
for three subsequent attacks 
which left 62 dead. 

The army is conducting a 
massive search operation in 
the region, hut with no word of 
real success. So great is the hu- 


man devastation that the Al- 
gerian Government announced 
it is sending 50 tonnes of food, 
tents and blankets to survivors, 
“the victims of collective mas- 
sacres by criminal groups of 
defenceless Chilian popula- 
tions". 

In the end, perhaps, it may 
be humanitarian work that gives 
outsiders 3 foot in the Algerian 
door. 


Bhutto 


to be 
seized 


Millions of pounds of assets and 
documents held in Britain said 
to belong to Benazir Bhutto, the 
deposed Pakistani prime min- 
ister, and her husband, are ex- 
pected to be seized after the 
Government agreed to assist an 
anti-corruption investigation by 
P akistan. 

Officers from Scotland Yard 
are expected to help gather ev- 
idence in Britain which can be 
held for use in any future trial. 

The move follows an appeal 
by the Pakistan government to 
the Home Office to help it 
with its investigations into 
claims that the Mrs Bhutto and 
her husband earned a fortune 
through corruption and drug- 
dealing. 

Mrs Bhutto, sacked as prime 
minister in November 1996 on 
disputed charges of corruption 
and misrule, has denied charges 
by Pakistani officials that she si- 
phoned out millions of pounds 
and accuses them of starting a 
“media trial” to defame her 
family. 

Members of Pakistan’s anti- 
corruption unit are believed to 
have asked the British govern- 
ment to freeze three bank ac- 
counts in London allegedly 
used by Asif Zardari, the former 
prime minister’s husband. 

Senator Saifar Rehrnan, ftk- 



Cash dances Staff of Samsung Life Insurance acting out their refusal to listen to any more doom and gloom over South Korea’s economic crisis. 
The company ordered them to do the dance m a central Seoul street yesterday to boost the morale of salesmen Photograph: Paul Barker/Reuters 


White House sets scene for 
a softer approach to Iran 

The White House yesterday opened the way for a tentative soft- 
ening of United Slates policy towards Iran in response to the Iran- 
ian President’s television interview on Wednesday evening. 

The While House spokesman, Mike McCurry. said that the 
text of the interview, in which President Khatami called for con- 
tacts through popular diplomacy, hut ruled out goveramecit-to- 
govemmem contacts in the first instance, was being studied by 
foreign policy advisers. Stressing that any improvement in rela- 
tions “depends upon not just what Iran says but what Iran does”, 
Mr McCurry also said: “\Ve believe that President Khatami made 
many very positive remarks about the United Stales ... Bui it's also 
important to stress that the best way for issues to be addressed is 
for governments to talk direcUy.’’There was a generally favourable 
reception for Mr Khatami’s performance in Iran. After almost 
two decades of official vilification of the US, his positive assess- 
ment of American civilisation was seen as a brave, and perhaps 
risky, departure. — Mary Dejevsky, Washington 

Governor quits over killings 

The pre-Christmas massacre of 45 Indian peasants in the Mexi- 
can state of Chiapas has claimed another political victim. Chia- 
pas governor Julio Cesar Ruiz Ferro, of the ruling Institutional 
Revolutionary Party (PR1 ), resigned on Wednesday following crit- 
icism that he had been warned of a massacre but did nothing to 
prevent it Ernesto Zedillo, the Mexican President, last weekend 
sacked his interior minister. Emilio Chayffet. who was responsi- 
ble for peace negotiations in Giiapas. The south-eastern state is 
split between sympathisers of the PRI. and supporters of Zapatista 
rebels seeking a better deal for impoverished Indian peasants. The 
Zapatista leader, Subcomandanie Marcos, warned that armed con- 
flict could erupt “at any moment”. — PhH Davison 

Red Cross launches appeal 

The Red Cross yesterday launched a $170m (£106m) appeal to 
fund its activities in 56 countries around the world. 

Id recent years, the International Federation of the Red Cross 
has focused on the plight of refugees. Now. the emphasis is more 
on disaster and disease. All too often, it says, “the consequences 
of catastrophe ... can be traced to uncontrolled urban develop- 
ment and environmental abuse”. The incidence of disease and the 
breakdown! of public health networks is an increasing concern. 


istan's senior corruption inves- 
tigator, said yesterday that 
Britain had been asked for “mu- 
tual bilateral legal assistance”. 
Mr Rehman claimed that as 
much as $2bn may be held in 
various accounts. 

The Home Office yesterday 
confirmed it bad agreed to co- 
operate with the Pakistan au- 
thorities, although it has only 
been asked about material re- 
lating to Mrs Bhutto's husband. 

— Jason Bennetto 


Prime Minister set for a double act on visit to Japan 


Tbny Blair arrives in Tokyo to- 
day for a five-day trip during 
which he will play a dual role, 
as salesman for Britain, and 
(through Britain’s presidency of 
the EU) as the high represen- 
tative of Europe. 

On one hand be will need to 
blow Britain's trumpet at the ex- 
pense of its European partners. 


emphasising, for example. 
Britain's low labour costs and 
attractiveness as a site for in- 
ward investment. On the other 
band be will also be advertis- 
ing the EU as a crucial partner, 
not least in the run-up to mon- 
etary union. Mr Blair will be in 
the paradoxical position of sell- 
ing the joys of EMU on behalf 


of the European Union, while 
Britain continues t«« hesitate 
about signing on the dotted line. 

Mr Blair will also address the 
problems of former wartime 
prisoners of Japan, who are de- 
manding compensation. But 
Britain has made it dear it will 
not put Japan under pressure nn 
the issue. — Steve Crawshaw 
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WIN Savage Earth 

-Watch it and Quake! 



Savage Earth from Warner Vision 

Video to Gra/uda TV* critically 
icdalmed natural dt*a*ter 
documenory series. 

Hie video comprises of four 
apteoctes, Helt^ Crust, Restless 
Planet, Out of die Inferno and 
Waves of Destruction cover 
:hree and i half hours of 
isrorishtng footage in «w video. 

%ned in China. Columbia, Mexico, 
span. New Zealand, The 
ifiifippjnes, Italy, India. Iceland and 
JSA. Savage Earth features 
yupdon of Mount St Helen, 
arthquflke destruction in 

jMomto and japan, the 
mpredtaabte moods of volcanoes 
ind the havoc caused by the 
sunami «**» around the Patffic. 


Savage Earth sidllfufly combines the 
extraordinary power and images of 
strange and tranquil beauty with 
harrowing eye-witness accounts 
and moving personal testimonies • 
die result being both educational 
and halrnalsing! 

Wb hart forty Savage forth videos 
to win, to enter this competition, 
simply dial the number below, 
answer the following OMStion on 
line and leave your name and foil 
address: 

Q: What Is the name of 
Che ‘Fault' in San 
Francisco? 

Call 0930 563406 


> per minvte at ad tiff®- Wlnneis pteted at random after lines ctaJ 
». BMGrtdaMMg final 


INNOVATING COMPUTING - PRINTING -FACING CODING 



with the L300 


fax. 



Canon 


It you buy 3 Canon L 300 
before the end of January 1958. 
you’ll get a iree FX 3 tonei 
cartridge. That’s a lot ot t> Ira 
output without the extra outlay 
For more information, pleas* 
freephone 0500 ”46 246 


YOU AND 
CANON CAN. 
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Passion 

for Yellow. 





Get either a yellow Rowenta 
cordless kettle or yellow 2 slice 
toaster absolutely FREE when 
you buy a yellow VAX Sahara 
at Curry’s NOW! 

This unbeatable offer is 
only available at Curry’s 
during January or while 
stocks last. 

Don’t miss it. 

-T-~ ■’ \ 
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Washes floors dry 

ms 


For full details phone VAX Care free on 0500 112 113. 
Come and see Sahara at Currys 
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14/TAKING CONTROL 


Sexual harmony is all in the mind 

Sex is cold but rows are hot? The final part of our series looks at why relationships go wrong 



do you know yourself in bed ? 


■yvriti&ftfsOrve ofthose-ferts 
ifjpse vA^'^jjHctheyon' have 
^a^.tiwdo6ngSiit?s aW' 
ye g® lex sorted in the brain, a 

erogenous ;* 

btdtir^but. without that inted,head 
^tovA^f\tech^mayheIp yriu get 
ut $ex iritheNew tear, because the 
yj^fyou like, the'moce enjoyable it's 
's s^iaJ needs is fe but partners 
^l|&trL.as ftj$J[|terung to a soloist, 
sr you're supposed to be in 


Start here 


Are you sure of your sexuality? 


No 


Never mind Just go on with the nest of the chart as if it were for you. Sex 
is sex, whoever you’re doing it with. But if you don't want to experiment 
with members of the opposite sex. remember the great power of fantasy 
while making love - it’s that brain again. Imagining that you’re having sex 
with a member of your own sex may be enough of a tum-on for you. to 
make sex with an opposite partner more enjoyable 
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Are you basically that 
interested in sex at all? 
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Don't worry. There are hundreds of people who just dont find ft that 
entertaining or loving. Be sure, however, to pick someone who’s as 
uninterested as you are, and don’t go on heaving away just because you 
feel you ought to. Accept the fact, and get on with your life. If you feel 
you'rp basically interested but just can’t get turned on. the problem may 
be performance anxiety, something that can affect women as well as men. 
They’re so busy wondering whether this time it’ll be good that they can't 
let go. A sex therapist would advise you on various exercises to take the 
pressure off and make you more relaxed. Sex, contrary to what most 
people think, is not just about penetration. It covers everything from the 
odd hug or squeeze and the giving of little surprise presents or the odd 
compliment to just cuddling up on the sofe watching television. In other 
words, you can have a good sex life without having full intercourse Turn 
to the crossword puzzle and do it together. 
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Are you and your partner eq 
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No 


If one partner wants more sex than the other person, it can be immensely irritating for 
both of you. One person is always badgering away and feeling frustrated, night after 
night, and the other feels got at and used, ft may sound a bit mechanical, and ’Eh. love, 
it's Saturday night I've come back from the pub so get yer knickers off, but if you can 
agree that each week you'll make love, say, twice, on certain days, both partners will feel 
a great deal less pressurised 


........ ’ This chart is not for you, so why are you r 

' * " ' 

Are your expectations too high? 


This chart is not for you, so why are you reading rt? 




Yes 
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join the dub. Every sexual relationship has its own ebb and flow and, although 
when you’re going through a particularly boring patch you may think that your 
interest s gone for ever, try to remember that it hasn’t and that an external life 
event or even a holiday will soon pick it up. But there could be lots of other 
reasons why sex is boring. 


i- 

In the early days of a relationship, most couples seem to want sex most of the time As the months and years go by. sexual desire •; 

becomes less urgent This is partly because it’s easily available and partly because you find other things that satisfy you together the 
children, shared jokes, stimulating arguments, gossip, shared chores and shared womes Very few people have great sex all the time as d 
they seem to do in the movies. - any more than they are attacked by masked gunmen or involved in spy rings, as they are in the movies. 
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What do you like In bed? 


m 






Have you tried out some peculiar 
variations to your sex life? 


j* mt. Again, check your fantasies. We often expect our partners 
to know our needs instinctively, but they need to be told. 


jw 


Even if they end in disaster, it can be extremely 
entertaining having a crack at them. And laughter can 
relax you and make sex more enjoyable later. 

Doing embarrassing things together at least makes you 
feel closer, and closeness is part of what sex is all about 


Are there things you’d like 
to do but daren’t ask for? 
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Are you stressed and 
busy a lot of the time? 


Ask your partner the very same question. Ask him or her to tell you their fantasies. Sometimes 
these can turn into feet Ask your partner whether they think they're basically sadistic, or 
masochistic Climb into the bath when your partner's having one Ask about your partner's earfy 
sexual experiences. Just talking about sex can make you both feel sexy, even if you never act on the 
things you discuss 


W 






V: 


Small wonder you find sex boring sometimes No doubt you never have time to go to the theatre or out to dinner together alone either. Good sex needs foreplay, and that means mental foreplay as well as physical 
Good sex can start in the morning, with promises of a particularly good night together later on, and be followed up by sexy phone calls and bunches of flowers. No time in your head to accommodate this activity? Then 
it’s not surprising that your sex life is suffering. 




F r 










otf*” f®** t kxwSMm 


&>%"**** 


"cr 


North 




P^an 15?.? 




m 


cm 


1 found a pair of his well-worn pants draped over a casserole dish on the stove’ 


It was the pants episode that broke her. 
Three months of Irving with her boyfriend 
and none of us had heard a moan from 
Simone. She would come down the pub for 
a girls’ night out and we'd quiz her on how 
it was going. Fantastic, she’d say. Lots of 
wild sex. Perfect. Until one night she told 
us she'd found a pair of well-worn pants 
draped over a casserole dish on the stove. 

“I used to find his untidiness quite 
charming," she said. “But in those days I 
had the luxury of escaping from his place 
to the relative calm of mine - where the 
floor was still visible and the kitchen didn't 
resemble a war zone. But now his untidy 
bedroom is my untidy bedroom, and it’s my 
bathroom that’s decorated with wet towels 
and scummy bits of shaving foam." 

Simone and Ian have been together for 
more than two years, and for the latter six 
months have spent nearly all their time 
together. There seemed little point in 
their not living together - it would avoid 
the endless tramping across town with 
knickers and toothbrush, and put a stop to 
misunderstandings over the phone. Simone 
talked about it with us before she moved. 


but didn't fee! that she was making any big 
commitment, or that thing s would c hange 
She hadn't realised that her space would 
be his space, and her casserole dish would 
be the last resting-place for his pants. 


Simone is for from alone in failing to 
realise that moving in together makes quite 
a change to the routine and rhythm of a 
relationship. Judy Cunnington, of London 
Marriage Guidance, believes that many 


people are simply not aware of what 
they're getting into when they move in with 
each other. “Even when you haven’t said 
marriage vows, there is still a level of com- 
mitment attached to living together. You’ve 


agreed to share something and bring a new 
level of intimacy to your relationship -even 
if you’re not aware of having done that” 
For Simone, it is the everydayness of 
sharing with Ian that frustrates her. 


THE GENDERGRAM: CHARTING YOUR CHILDHOOD INFLUENCES 


There is a new personal peace 
plan to help warring couples, 
called die Gendeigram, which can 
often bring the most entrenched 
hostilities to a hah. Hie idea is that 
most relationship battles revolve 
around the same territory because 
each one of a couple will be mak- 
ing unspoken assumptions about 
what the other is supposed to do, 
without even realising it 

Take Charles and Sue. She 
says, “Do you love me?" To which 
he replies; “Of course I do.” Sue: 
“How can I tell? You don’t even 
like me much, except when you 


want sex.” Charles, furious: “I go 
to work, I bring back the money, 
I help with the children, I don’t 
sleep with anyone else. What 
more do you want?" 

Charles and Sue are in the ring 
because they have different rules 
about how men and women 
behave when they love someone. 
“There are no rules about gender 
any more, so everyone makes up 
their own,” says the originator of 
the Gendeigram, Dr Mark White. 

“Then we assume that what we do 

is normal, and that anyone who 
does it differently is crazy / im- 


possible/ an insensitive slob.” 

We don’t tell each other our 
rules because usually we aren’t 
aware of them. For the lucky few. 
harmony reigns because they 
share the same unconscious rules: 
“we both help around the house”, 
or “I do the money, you do the 
kids.” But all too often there is a 
mismatch, and that’s when the 
fights start The Gendeigram is a 
way of spelling out these hidden 
assumptions, which are all root- 
ed in childhood. 

To bring about a ceasefire: 

1 lake a pen and paper, draw a 


circle in the middle, representing 
yourself as child, then write the 
names of significant people - 
Mum, Dad. aunts, baby-siner - 
with a plus for the positive ones 
and a minus for the negative. 

2 Write a line or two under each. 
What sort of things did they do? 
What did they tell you about men 
and women? How did they be- 
have? How did you like it? 

3 Look for a pattern. It can help 
to ask questions about what kind 
of gender rules were absorbed, 
such as “boys don’t cry”. Which 
ones did you learn from the way 


you saw other people behaving? 
What did you learn from the way 
you were treated? 

4 Repeat for whatever stages of 
your life you feel are relevant, usu- 
ally adolescence and childhood, 
and for the opposite sex. 

Patterns will emerge quite 
quickly, and you can begin to dis- 
cuss differences without dimbing 
into the ring. Once you know 
where some of the patterns have 
come fora, then you can decide 
whether they are useful, or could 
do with changing. 

Jerome Bume 
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Sir Frank Roberts 



‘Dealing with dictators’: the irrepressible Roberts was a high-flier from the first 


Frank Kenyon Roberts, 
diplomat: bom Buenos Aires 
27 October 1907; Charge 
d'Affsires to the 
Czechoslovak Government 
1943; Minister, HM Embassy 
Moscow 1945-47; CMG 1946 , 
KCMG 1953, GCMG 1963; 
Principal Private Secretary to 
Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs 1947-49; 
Deputy High Commissioner 
(UK), India 1949-51; Deputy 
Under-Secretary of State, 
Foreign Office 1951-54; 
ambassador to Yugoslavia 
1954-57; UK Permanent 
Representative, North 
Atlantic Councfl 1957-60; 
ambassador to the Soviet 
Union 1960-62; ambassador to 
the Federal Republic of 
Germany 1963 -68; GCVO 
1965; UK Member, F otei gn 
and Commonwealth Office 
Review Committee on 
Overseas Representation 
1968-69; married 1937 Celeste 
Shoucair (died 1990); died 
London 7 January 1998. 


When Frank Roberts first met 
Stalin towards the end of 1 945 
Stalin's first words were, “I 
know you. Yon are our enemy. 
And what’s more you are a 
member of the BriLish intelli- 
gence savice.” Shaken by the en- 
counter. Roberts, who was at that 
time Minister at the British Em- 
bassy in Moscow, left the room 
wondering whether he had not 
better ask for a transfer back to 
London by the next plane. 

On reflection, Roberts con- 
cluded that Stalin bad had in 
mind his wartime activities in 
the Central Department of the 
Foreign Office in London 
where one of his primary duties 
had been to support the Polish 
cause, often against what Stal- 
in considered to be Soviet 
interests. Roberts was also re- 
assured to be told by a Russian 
friend that Stalin had paid 
him a great compliment in 
“promoting” him to the British 
intelligence service. 

Several years later, in 1948, 
Roberts found himself on the 
opposite side of the table to 
Stalin In negotiations for the lift- 
ing of the Beilin blockade. He 
was by that time Principal Pri- 
vate Secretary to the Foreign 
Secretary, Eniest Bevin, and 
had been sent back to Moscow 
as Bevin ’s personal represen- 
tative at the talks. Looking 
tract Roberts considered this to 
be one of the most interesting 
events of his long career. 


Roberts was from the first a 
high-flier. He passed out top in 
the Foreign Office entrance 
examination in 1930 (coming 
second in the wider Home and 
Indian Civil Service exam), and 
by the time he was appointed 
Minister in Moscow was still 
only 38. Al the 1948 talks on the 
Berlin blockade his fellow ne- 
gotiators were the very much se- 
nior American and French 
representatives, General Bedell 
Smith and Yves Chaloigneau 

He possessed outstanding in- 
telligence and was a master of 
the “think-piece” despatch. In 
response to a Fore ig n Office re- 
quest for an assessment of So- 
viet polity in 1946, Roberts 
submitted in short order Lhrce 
despatches which were in sub- 
stance a tour de force. Consti- 
tuting a comprehensive and 
illuminating analysis, they re- 
vealed a sound grasp of the his- 
tory of Russian foreign policy 
and a unique knowledge of the 
Soviet press. 

Roberts joined the Foreign 
Office in the days when a young 
entrant's first obligation was not 
only to purchase a diplomatic 
uniform, but also court dress, in- 
cluding knee breeches for 
palace levees and a special 
household evening coat for 
dinners with royalty presenL 
Roberts recalled that all this, 
together with an ostrich feath- 
er haL, evening shoes, a cloak 
and overcoat could then be 
purchased with a grant of £100. 

His first overseas posting was 
to Paris in 1932, where the 
then ambassador was the im- 
mensely well-respected Lord 
Tyrrell. As one of the few young 
secretaries who played golf and 
bridge, Roberts got to know him 
well. Tyrrell rarely did more 
than initial papers submitted to 
him and when, on one occasion, 
a file was returned to him with 
a note concluding “This re- 
quires a decision", he confined 
himself to writing “Yes, it does." 

One of Roberts's duties at 
the Paris Embassy was to keep 
in touch with Stanley Baldwin’s 
Parliamentary Private Secre- 
tary, Geoffrey Uqyd. In London 
Roberts was taken by Lloyd to 
the House of Commons to hear 
the debate on air rearmament 
in which Baldwin dismissed 
Churchill's statistics on the scope 
and speed of German air rear- 
mament- Afterwards, Roberts 
beard everyone congratulating 
Baldwin on his speech. 

In 1935 Roberts was posted 
to Cairo, a key centre in British 


diplomacy. Although Egypt was 
not a part of the British Empire, 
the British had special rights 
there, and Roberts was Private 
Secretary to the powerful High 
Commissioner, Sir Miles Lamp- 
son (later Lord KiUeam ). It was 
an enjoyable posting not least 
because it was in Cairo that he 
met his wife, Celia, daughter of 
the late Sir Said Shoucair Pasha. 
Financial Adviser to the Sudan 
Government 

Two years later Roberts was 
recalled to London and as- 
signed to the Central Depart- 
ment of the Foreign Office, so 
called because it dealt with 
Central Europe and more es- 
pecially with Germany, whose 
activi ties were already posing a 
major problem for Britain. 
Roberts’s work brought him 
into close contact with Antho- 
ny Eden and Lord Halifax as 
Foreign Secretaries, and with 


Chamberlaia and Churchill at 
10 Downing Street. 

Before the outbreak of war, 
it was Roberts who carried all 
the secret communications from 
the disaffected German Chief of 
General Staff, General Beck, to 
Neville Chamberlain. Beck was 
persistently warning the British 
and the French of Hitler's ex- 
pansionist intentions. Cham- 
berlain dismissed the messages 
as part of a Foreign Office cam- 
paign to make him change his 
policy of appeasement. 

When, in 1938, Chamberlain 
had returned from his Godcs- 
berg meetings with Hitler on 
Czechoslovakia, and was in the 
Commons explaining his failure 
to arrange a peaceful settle- 
mcnL Roberts, stationed in the 
officials* box. passed him a 
note. wild cheering Cham- 
berlain then announced the 
message jusi received from 


Mussolini that he had per- 
suaded Hitler to meet with 
himself, the French prime min- 
ister Edouard Daladier and 
Hitler in Munich. 

A few months later Roberts 
was acting as contact man be- 
tween Chamberlain and Burger 
Dahlerus, the Swedish busi- 
nessman who provided an un- 
official One to Goering. Just 
after Britain's ultimatum to 
Germany had expired in 1939. 
Robert* received a telephone 
call from Dahlerus, with Goer- 
ing by his side, in an attempt to 
save the peace. Roberts told him 
that it was too late, and that war 
had broken out. 

Roberts remained in the 
Central Department throughout 
the war. rising to be its head. 
While Germany remained the 
department's prime concern, 
other key areas of Roberts’s re- 
sponsibility included Poland 


and Czechoslovakia, Portugal 
and Spain. During the phoney 
war he also acted as Secretary 
to the Supreme War Council, 
and was then responsible for set- 
tling in Britain the Allied gov- 
ernments from occupied Europe. 

Roberts acted as interpreter 
between Churchill and General 
de Gaulle at some of their most 
important and difficult meetings. 
Atone, he recalled, Churchill was 
furious with de Gaulle over the 
seizure by Lhe Free French of is- 
lands in the St Lawrence estu- 
ary. When de Gaulle made no 
attempt to explain matters, but 
politely took his leave. Churchill 
remarked. “That was very well 
done. I couldn't have done it 
better myselt" 

In 1942 Roberts was re- 
sponsible for the organisation 
of the high-level conference at 
St James's Palace on the ques- 
tion of war crimes. The con- 
ference, held at the initiative of 
General Sikorskl was auendeti 
by all the Allied governments in 
London (with the British and 
Americans as observers), and 
resulted in the modifications in 
international law that eventually 
led to the Nuremberg trials. 

In 1943 he spent seven 
weeks in Lisbon with the British 
ambassador, Sir Ronald Camp- 
bell, in negotiations with Dr 
Salazar for an Allied airbase in 
the Azores. Salazar conducted 
the talks at his home with no 
one but Campbell and Roberts 
in the room. Roberts was fas- 
cinated by this glimpse of a dic- 
tator in action, and considered 
the experience as instructive as 
his post-war negotiations with 
Stalin on the Berlin blockade. 

At the end of 1944 Roberts 
was appointed Minister in 
Moscow, attending the Yalta 
Conference en mule to his new 
posting. His new ambassador. 
Sir Archibald Clark Kerr (lat- 
er Lord Inverchapci). had as his 
passport photograph a portrait 
ia oils of himself as a young man 
and kept a few geese to supply 
the quill pens he continued to 
use. Roberts’s arrival in the 
Moscow Chancery in 1945 was 
felt by one contemporary. Tom- 
my (later Lord) Brimelow, to 
mark its final emergence from 
the 18th century. 

One of the major issues fac- 
ing the British Embassy in 1945 
was the follow-through to the 
Yalta agreements on Poland and 
Eastern Europe. Because Rob- 
erts had been dealing with Po- 
land throughout the war. he 
became the ambassador's chief 


adviser on a commission con- 
sisting of the Soviet Foreign 
Minister. Vyacheslav Molotov, 
and the American and British 
ambassadors. He also dealt 
with issues on Romania. 
Bulgaria and Hungary. 

In 1948 Roberts was back in 
London as PPS to Ernest Bevin. 
He found Bevin a delight to 
work for and. with others, grew 
to regard him as the greatest of 
Britain’s modern Foreign Sec- 
retaries. Bevin, who liked to run 
things himself and not to be run 
by his Private Secretary, was 
rumoured to find Roberts's 
irrepressible activity slightly ir- 
ritating but none the less recog- 
nised his precocious talent. 

When the British ambas- 
sador in Moscow fell ill in 1948. 
Bevin sent Roberts as his per- 
sonal representative to talks 
with Stalin on the Berlin block- 
ade, an exceptional honour for 
a junior official. While Roberts 
always accepted that policy is 
laid down by governments, and 
therefore never exaggerated 
his role as negotiator, the even- 
tual result of the talks was the 
end of the Berlin airlift. 

Roberts found that Stalin 
and Molotov conducted the 
talks in a forthright way, al- 
though inevitably there were dif- 
ficult moments. While Molotov, 
Roberts recalled, “when angry 
used to turn pea-green and 
stammer". General Bedell Smith 
discovered the best technique for 
dealing with Statin, who invari- 
ably appeared in his generalis- 
simo uniform, was the “We 
generals together" approach. 

In 1949 Roberts was ap- 
pointed Deputy High Com- 
missioner in India, his only 
posting outside Europe. Tlvo 
yeans later be returned to Lon- 
don as Deputy Under-Secretaiy 
of State responsible for German 
affairs. One of his first duties 
was to submit recommendations 
for the revision of sentences 
imposed at the Nuremberg tri- 
als on war criminals below 
Hitler’s immediate circle, from 
General Manstein down. 

Roberts was the king-pin of 
the British delegation at the 
Four Powers Conference in 
Berlin in 1954. The British, 
French and American delega- 
tions were concerned to facili- 
tate the progress of West 
Germany towards an indepen- 
dent democratic state, while 
Molotov was determined to 
block change. Although the 
conference was a failure, it 
opened the road to progress. 


without Soviet participation, in 
West Germany. 

After an agreeable two years 
as ambassador to Tito's Yu- 
goslavia. in February 1957 
Roberts was posted to Paris as- 
the British Permanent Repre- 
sentative on the North Atlantic 
Council. Major political issues 
arising during his tenure were 
the Budapest. Suez and Cyprus 
crises and the U-2 incidenL A 
persistent concern in Naio's in- 
ternal affairs was how to bring 
Germany fully into the Alliance. 

In 1960 Roberts returned to 
Moscow as ambassador. By 

then Khrushchev had out- 
manoeuvred Georgi Malenkov 
in the bid for the Soviet lead- 
ership. and Roberts got to know 
him well Unlike Stalin, Khrush- 
chev liked to conduct relations 
directly with Western ambas- 
sadors, and he also loved to go 
to parties. As a result, a week 
rarely went by when Roberts 
did nor have the opportunity to 
converse with him at length. 

During two years in Moscow 
Roberts entertained 6,000 peo- 
ple at the embassy. His last 
meeting with Khrushchev took 
place shortly after the Cuba mis- 
sile crisis, the main event of his 
posting in Moscow. Khrush- 
chev, on whose instructions the 
Berlin Wail had recently been 
built, already knew that Roberts 
was going as ambassador to 
Bonn, and talked to him for 
two hours, mostly about his 
admiration for the Germans. 

Five years as ambassador to 
Bonn from 1963 marked the 
summit of Roberts's career. 
The post of ambassador in- 
cluded the role of Head of the 
British Military Government 
in Berlin, which Roberts made 
a point of visiting once a month. 
His time at the embassy coin- 
cided with the Queen’s highly 
successful state visit to Ger- 
many, first proposed by Roberts 
to Rab Butler in the wake of 
Presidem Kennedy's famous 
visit to Berlin. 

On retirement Roberts was 
invited by Michael Stewart to 
join the Foreign Secretary's 
Review Committee on Overseas 
Representation, better known 
as the Duncan Committee. A 
small group with three mem- 
bers, the committee completed 
a wide-ranging influential set of 
recommendations od Foreign 
Office reforms within nine 
months. In 1991 Roberts pub- 
lished his memoirs. Dealing 
with Dictators. 

- George Ireland 



Fr Raymond Bruckberger 



Bruckberger: ‘the good-time monk’, whose finest hour was the Second World War 

place in the Church of Notre 


Raymond Leopold 
Bruckberger, monk, writer 
and dneasc bom Murat, 
Switzerland 10 April 1907; 
ordained priest 1934; died 
Fribourg, Switzerland 4 
January 1998. 


Raymond Bruckberger entered 
the Dominican order in 1929, 
when he was aged 22. Many 
have been surprised to learn 
that be was still a Dominican. 
It is rare to find someone who 
combined such individualism 
with such a sense of Christian- 
ity as a collective form of 
worship. He was both a revo- 
lutionary and a traditionalist, an 
iconoclast and a devoted be- 
liever. It must be added that he 
was at one and the same time 
a legendary, heroic figure and 
a ridiculous exhibitionist 
His finest hour was the Sec- 
ond World 'fl&r and its after- 
math. In 1939, when be was 
already considered to be some- 
what unusual, being a writer, a 
friend of some well-known in- 
tellectuals and interested in 

the cinema, he asked permission 

of his supwions to serve in a 
fighting unit of the French 
army. This was given, and he 
was placed under the com- 
mand of Joseph Darnand, a 

highly decorated hero of the 


First World War who had been 
prominent in certain Fascist 
movements. The two became 
friends. Bruckberger was 
wounded at Chantilly and was 
taken prisoner. 

He escaped in July 1940 
and made his way to Nice, 
where he found Dam and, who 
had also escaped from his 
prisoner-of-war camp. They 
worked together to create a 
League of Ex-Servicemen, be- 
lieving that it was through their 
patriotism that France would 
recover and would free itself 
from the control of unworthy 
politicians. Together they made 
speeches at the inaugural 
ceremony of the Legion. 

But Bruckberger became in- 
creasingly attracted to de 
Gaulle and repelled by Petain 
and Vichy. He refused to swear 
an oath of loyalty to the regime. 
But if he was going to reject 
Vichy he believed that he 
should do so publidy. In May 
1941, in the presence of the 
Bishop of Nice and the prefed, 
be interrupted a speech that was 
being made by a spokesman of 
Vicby on Franco-German 
friendship, accusing him of mis- 
quoting the writer Charles 
pggny. As a consequence be was 
expelled from Nice and made 
contact with Claude Bourdet 
and the Resistance. 


Bruckberger was arrested in 
1942. There was a rumour that 
he was to be shot or transferred 
to an extermination camp. 
When Darnand learned of this 
he immediately went to Paris 
and asked the German repre- 
sentative to France. Orto Abetz. 
to spare his friend. It was prob- 
ably as a result of this interven- 
tion that Bruckberger was sent 
to prison for only five months. 

On his release, Bruckberg- 
er took refuge in the Vlvarais 
hills in the Massif Central, 
where he became close friends 
with Albert Camus, who was liv- 
ing there. Typically Bruckberg- 
er made contact with the cincasl 
Robert Bresson, who had just 
returned from his prisoner-of- 
war camp, and he helped him 
to make the film Les Anges du 
Piche. with which the writer 
Jean Giraudoux also collabo- 
rated. The subject was a convent, 
lost in a forest; Bruckberger was 
able to justify his activi tics in the 
production of this film and 
thereby camouflage his role in 
the Resistance. 

This became all the more im- 
portant when, at the time when 
de Gaulle was trying unsuc- 
cessfully to persuade a bishop 
to join the ranks of Free France 
(by then, officially Fighting 
France), rt was decided that the 
Resistance movement should 


have its chaplain. Alexandre 
Pa rod i. who was in charge of 
Gauilisi resistance whilst work- 
ing on a policy of social bene- 
fits for Vichy, appointed 
Bruckberger as chaplain of the 
Furces Francises de Hnterieur. 

Thus it was. when (he pop- 
ulation of Paris first rose against 
the Germans on August 
1944, that Bruckberger became 


a familiar sight, cycling in his 
white Dominican robes which 
si.s »n became black with smoke 
and dirt, going from one site of 

fighting to another, carrying 
out his missions as chaplain. 
At the same time he was 

preparing for the triumphant 
entry of de Gaulle which should 
include a maxMilTihcration. He 
wanted this ceremony to take 


Dame dcs Vtcioires since in this 
way de Gaulle would avoid all 
contact with Cardinal Suhord in 
Notre Dame de Paris. There the 
Cardinal had received not only 
Petitin but also the German 
commander in Paris, But de 
Gaulle let it be known that he 
intended to go to Notre Dame 
de Paris. Therefore Bruck- 


berger let it be known that the 
presence of the Cardinal in his 
church was undesirable. 

Thus the strangest scene of 
the liberation occurred on 26 
August 1944 when General de 
Gaulle entered the cathedral 
and made his way towards Lhe 
altar. Firing broke out both in- 
side and outside Notre Dame, 
the General stood upright, 
many of the crowd behind him 
lay on the floor for protection, 
the organ was unable to play be- 
cause there was no electricity, 
and in Lhe sacristy the senior 
clergy of Paris were arguing 
with Bruckberger as to the pro- 
priety of excluding the Caniin.nl- 
Arehbisbop. 

After this date Bruckberger 
enjoyed being a Parisian. He 
was seen, still wearing his 
battle-grimy robes, in the 
Rbumerie Martini qua ise on 
the Boulevard Saint-Germain, 
in the company of Jean-Paul 
Sartre and Simone de Beauvoir. 
He denounced lhe growing 
Communist influence. He at- 
tacked Lhe Social Catholic Par- 
ty that had emerged from the 
Resistance. But he tried to ap- 
pease some of the more fero- 
cious aspects of the settlement 
of accounts that was an in- 
evitable pari of the Liberation. 
Notably, when his old friend 
Darnand was condemned to 


death by the High Court of Kiris 
in 1945, he attended him in his 
cell at Fresnes every morning 
until toe day of his execution. 

After these years it is difficult 
to assess his influence. For a time 
he was Chaplain to the Foreigu 
Legion and served in North 
Africa. When Georges Pompi- 
dou became President of the Re- 
public in 1979 he undoubtedly 
played a role as spiritual advis- 
er. He intervened in favour of the 
former Vichy official Paul Tou- 
vier, and might well have been 
instrumental in procuring a par- 
don for the man who was to be 
arrested in 1989 and later found 
guilty of crimes against human- 
ity. He also wrote about the role 
of the Church in society. 

There were many quarrels: 
with the Pope over the Second 
Vatican Council, for example. 
There were many scandals, no- 
tably the presence of an Amer- 
ican mistress named Barbara, or 
his holiday on the Greek islands 
with Albert Camus in 1958, 
when he dressed as a check- 
shined cowboy. For some he be- 
came known as “toe good-lime 
monk". 

He retired to Switzerland in 
1962. He continued to produce 
many books, including Au Di- 
able Pen Bruck (“To the Devil 
Father Bruck") in 19S6. 

- Douglas Johnson 


BIRTHS, 

marriages 

& DEATHS^ 

DEATHS 

MURRAY: Sir Donald, KCVO CMG 
DL died pcacehi&on 8 Jaiuuov aged 
■73, Beloved husband of Marjorie, 
much-laved father of Ian, Gffly. Neil 
and Aka and grandfather-cf nine. Fu- 
neral Service tobe held at Sr Mary the 
Virgin, at 1.50pm an Friday 16 
January. No (loners please, hit cnar- 
iiaMe iksratums. If desired, to Rye 
Health & Can; Lid, cfo J3Es Bros (Fu- 
neral Directors!, 3 Ftny Road. Efe ; 
East Sussex TN31 7DJ- Memorial 
Service, is Loudon, to be announced 

later. 


Forthcoming 
marriages 
Mr M. Smith 

and Miss R. C. A. Hucknall 
The engagement is announced be- 
tween Rebecca, daughter of Mr and 
Mrs N.G. Hucknall, of West Hoaib- 
fy. West Sussex, and Michael, elder 
sod of Mr E Smith, of Reterieigb, 
Durham, and Mrs E Andrew, of 
HaHsham, East Sussex- 


Birthdays 

Major Derek Aflhused, fanner and 
Olympic equestrian, 84; Sir John Al- 
lfort, High Court judge* ^ 
Elizabeth Anson (Lady Anson u for- 
mer dteirfflarcAswdalfcffl of 

Councils of England and Wales, 67; 


Miss Joan Baez, singer. 57; Mr Hugh 
Bayley MP, 4& Miss Mary Bennett, 
former Principal, St Hilda's College. 
Oxford, S5; Mr Paul Bergne. former 
ambassador to Uzbekistan and Tajik- 
istan, 61: Mr Ken Brown, golfer. 4! ; 
$ir John Buckley, former chairman. 
Davy Corporation, IS; Mrs Christine 
Crawley. MEP, 48; Mr Give Dunn, 
ador and comedian, 76; 5ir Tony 
Durant, former MP, 7th Sir Graham 
Evre QC a Recorder of the Crown 
Court, 67; Mr Graham Fletcher, 
show jumper, 47; Mr Michael Gif- 
ford. former managing director and 
chief executive. Rank Organisation, 
fil Father Benedict Green, theolo- 
gian, 74; Mr Terry Hands, thea tre and 
opera director, 57; Mr David Hol- 
brook, writer. 75: Mr Leslie Holliday, 
former chairman. John Laing 0>n- 


sliuction, 77; Mr Raymond Honv<tv 
chairman. Chloride Group. o.N: 
Professor Sir Alec Jeffreys. Wi 'll* 'n 
Research Professor of lhe Koval 
Society. Leicester Uimersil). -K : : Sir 
Michael Jenkins, former unrti.i'- 
sador id the Nelhcrl.iitdv. Mr 
Simon Jervis. Histone BuiMing*' 
Secretary. National I rust, .v: Mr 
Herbert Lom, actor. SI: Mr Michael 
NichuKon. television new 'v.iMer 
and reporter. f»l: Sir Harry l Jen, ill 
QC High Court judge. M. Ml*. 
Jody Richardson, actress. Mr 
David Smith, cricketer. 42: Mrs 
Vicky Tuck. Principal. Cheltenham 
Ladies College. iX Mr David 
Walker. High Commissioner i>* 
Bamdadesh-SS: Tin Right Rev Fran- 
cis vilest, former Bishop Simragan « <t 
Ti union. Mr Giotlrej ttragg. 


r jer horse trainer. tiS; Miss Susannah 
Mirk, aeuvs. Jn. 

Anniversaries 

Births: John Jervis. E.wl o! Si Vin- 
cent, admiral. 1 7.' 5: 1 jsccIIo Aher- 
ct« >mhie. pi n-| .md ». rUic. IMS I : I tame 
f.racie Fields (Grace Mansfield. I. 
singer and actress. IK <| N: Mrm aic- 
Lucie Lmesl ills -Mine de Beauvoir. 
rt 1 ■V'vlisl and critic. J'*LS. Richard Md- 
h>u.»s Nixon. J"th L> President. 
1**13; (Jvpw Ruse l ee ( Row Louise 
I loviek }. actress and strip-lease artist. 
pi| j Deaths; K-uhenne Mansfield 
{ Beaut. lump. Kathleen Middleton 

Murnt. "run. Kail Maun- 

heim.-oeioloui I. Waldo David 

l rank, novel id. I**» “ On this day: 
Jean- Pierre Blanchard, mronjul. 


made (he first balloon ascent in 
America, near Woodbury, Now Jer- 
sey. 1713; in Britain, Income Tax was 
introduced by William Pin the 
Younger, the rate being two shillings 
in the pound. 1799; Sir Humphry 
Davy's safety lamp was first used in 
;i ci>al mine. 1816: the Cist trial flight 
mi Concorde took place. Bristol. 
|9tj9. Today is the Feast Day of St 
Berhtwald of Canierburv, Saints Ju- 
lian and BasDiuo. Si Marcuna of 
Rusuccur, St Peter of Sebastea and 
St Wiuiingus or Vancng. 


Lectures 

National Gallery: Alexander Stur- 
gis “C'uuriauld Loans (ii|: Giovan- 
ni Bellini. Tlh’Asuuanaiitm of Saint 
Rter Miinyr". 1pm. 


Victoria and Albert Museum: 

Christine Riding, “Rococo Orna- 
ment". 2.30pm. 

Royal Society, London SW1: Pro- 
fessor Richard Dawkins, “Evolu- 
tion as an Ideal Liberal Education", 
4pm. 

Synagogue services 

Details of synagogue services to be 
held lomorrow may be obtained by 
telephoning the following. Sabbath 
begins in London at 3.57pm- 
Unictd Synagogues 0181-343 B989. 
Federation of Synagogue*: 0181-202 
2283. Union of Liberal and P r o g i ewi ve 
Synagogues: 001-580 1643. Reform 
Synagogues of Great Britain: 0181-349 
4731 . Spanish and Portuguese Jews Con- 
gregaoorc 0J71-289 2573. New London 
Synagogue (MLuortOs 0171-328 1024. 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 
TVIMe of ttark. ratrno. Utmdu lhe Ye» 

j" PtMosraphy Mil liz EJurtauk* Imaiy 31 lih: 

Gallery. Ymfc laundn?. U* Cuke « 
V" ’ I® (nine ji Aifctam Brraa CoDepi, Vfof fc 
nuu 1 iaUUon PWm frutdl Cluh. Ymk: noL 
asftmtio. Um IvOS Year A PhntQj^-jphv and ihv 
QacucmK Image . aucu* a al vhc 

Mansion Hmi*. tot 

Changing of the Guard 

Ttv; Hoiuebnld Cava In Moenwd Rccinwni 
“WJiuaLfc-Oiieai'iIJfi: Goan! at HoneCuvik. 
Ilom: 1M Banal um WcWi Guunh m ninth lla: 
Ouom-'.Uuani. al Budtfa*ham Paboe. 1 loftnt 
whm pfunJcd h» Uk Grenadier Gturik 


Aj«un»mnii*s*Br BHTCHS, HARR1AG£S& 
MATHS <B4r«h«, Adoption* Marrlajw. 
Deami, Memorial contest, WiUn, unnlver- 
Mriet, In Homoriim) should be Met fai vvrh- 

^ The independent. 
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Yes, Ms Mowlam, enter the Maze - and try to find a way out of the impasse 
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Mo Mowlam's decision to visit the Maze 
prison to talk to convicted murderers so 
astonished the BBC’s Ireland Editor that 
he described it as “staggering'’ in a news 
report This sudden intrusion or tabloid ad- 
jectival excess into the corporation's sober 
and careful reporting was one way, at least, 
of marking a historic moment. What he 
meant was that this was something so far 
outside the tramlines of Northern Ireland’s 
assumptions that he had run out of words 
with which to describe it In a region well 
used to the demands of extreme language 
Lo name various forms of killing and oth- 
er brutality, be was rendered inarticulate 
by Ms Mowlam’s political quickstep. 

What he could not say was: “A Cabinet 
minister, going to plead with jailed ter- 
rorists to maintain their support for the 
ceasefire?” Of course, she says rite will not 
be pleading, bat the truth is that the Sec- 
retary of Slate is treating people convicted 
of terrible crimes as legitimate partners in 
the peace process. Any right-thinking 
person should be brought up short by that 
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it runs against all the assumptions ot lib- 
eral democracy. 

But there was a dissonance between the 
BBC’s language of the “unprecedented", 
the “brave" and the “desperate’’, and the 
quietness of the response fnim all the par- 
ties gathered around (and about) the peace 
talks table. Sinn Fein, the IRA's political 
wing, welcomed Ms Mowlam's decision, 
although she was going in to the segregated 
Maze lo talk to the other side. David 
Trimble, ihe Ulster Unionist leader, said 
he could hardly criticise it, because he had 
just been in the Maze himself to talk to 
the loyalist paramilitaries. 

The other thing the BBC could not say 
was that Ms Mowlam is absolutely right. 
The principle of not talking lo terrorists 
was abandoned, rightly, by John Major’s 
government It remains a condition for tak- 
ing part in peace talks that the parties mast 
formally renounce violence. Bui prisoners 
wield much of the power in paramilitary 
organisations on both sides of die sectar- 
ian divide. Following the murder in the 


Maze of Billy Wright, the Loyalist Vol- 
unteer Force leader, there is no doubt that 
it is on the loyalist prisoners that leverage 
now needs to be applied if the peace 
process is lo cany on. 

And this newspaper makes no apology 
for agreeing with Ms Mowlam that the 
peace process is “the only show in town”. 
We seem to have upset The Daily Tele&uph 
by being rather brisk with its silly and shrill 
demand for Ms Mowlam to resign over the 
Wright killing. Yesterday, it took this 
paper in task for emphasising the single 
word “process”, which it regards as an at- 
tempt to mystify appeasement of terror- 
ism. Well, we do set much store by the 
word. In the phrase “peace process" it may 
be that the second word is the more im- 
portant. So long as the representatives of 
Northern Ireland's people are talking to 
each other, however tetchily, there is 
some prospect of the habit of not killing 
each other growing. 

Of course, there is a logical incom- 
patibility between the aspirations of re- 


publicans and unionists, which can never 
satisfactorily be resolved. But that should 

not mean dosing our minds and hiding be- 
hind that cynical and contemptible phrase, 
“an acceptable level of violence” - which 
is, frankly, the only alternative. And, of 
course, it may well be that this peace 
process will founder; that Ms Mowlam’s 
boldness will go unrewarded But mean- 
while fewer people are being killed, and 
greater understanding is being fostered, 
than if wc listened to the “anti-appeasers” 
of the English right wing. 

It is accepted, especially by Ms 
Mowlam hereelf, that she is taking a risk 
in going lo the Maze today — though the 
real risk is simply that she has set a prece- 
dent in the event of failure. If the peace 
process collapses and the killing resume, 
there is a danger that any bunch of deluded 
murderers will think they can summon the 
Secretary of State to their cells to talk 
terms. 

But she is right to go because there is 
a feeling among unionists in general, and 


those who have in the past resorted to vi- 
olence in particular -whether or not it is 
justified, is irrelevant - that their com- 
munity is not being heard. All the atten- 
tion in the eariy part of the peace process 

has been focused on Sinn Fein, many of 
whose negotiators have served prison 
sentences for terrorist offences. She knows 
that, and that is why she is being, not mere- 
ly appearing to be, even-handed. 

It is, as Suzanne Moore comments on 
the opposite page, one of Ms Mowlam’s 
politic^ strengths that, as a woman, she 
may find it easier to break out of the tram- 
lines of Northern Ireland politics and dis- 
rupt expectations. But there is also a 
downside, which is that much of the 
unionist hostility to her is bom of chauv- 
inism. The vocal supporters of hard-line 
unionism in the English press also tend to 
tread on the edge of cheap -sexism. She 
must press on regardless. Let us hope that 
the hard men of Ulster will respond in a 
more responsible manner than London's 
little unionists. 


LETTERS 



Hopes for Ulster 

Sir: The press and the BBC arc 
fiiU of worries that the North- 
ern Ireland negotiations may 
break down because of the 
events in the Maze and revenge 
killings. 

Things are bound to get 
worse before they can gel bet- 
ter. That they are getting worse, 
in day-to-day incidents, may 
even be a sign that they are get- 
ting better, for the simple rea- 
son that those fanatics who 
want no compromise will do all 
they can to wreck it. 

Better not to get caught by 
the extremists in the day-to-day 
reporting of incidents but also 
to feature what the outcome of 
negotiations is likely to be. The 
leaders would not have gone so 
far if they did Dot intend com- 
promise, even if it takes time for 
their party activists to see that 
there is no other way out. They 
do know that the ordinary peo- 
ple in both communities got sick 
to death of the Troubles. That 
led to the ceasefires, and the 
reeling is still there. 

The sad thing is that the only 
possible compromises that can 
“square the circle" of unionism 
and nationalism are very little 
different than at Sunningdale 
over 25 years ago: a parliament 
elected by PR, a power-sharing 
executive, rolling devolution 
of powers as mutual agree- 
ment is reached, a Bill of 
Rights, equal status for the 
symbols of Ulster's two tradi- 
tions. and a periodic referen- 
dum on “some form of unity". 

The most difficult to agree 
will be the periodicity of a bor- 
der poll. But it would put the big 
question off for a future gen- 
eration to decide. Each set of 
leaders will air a different view 
on the probable outcome. 
Hume and Adams will count on 
the popular belief in the 
Catholic birth-rate (which de- 
mographers now question). 
Trimble and the loyaJIsL leaders 
have a present majority and will 
know that about a quarter of the 
Catholic population tell pollsters 
that they do not want a united 
Ireland (but ihey may be wait- 
ing to see. quite sensibly, whai 
is in the package economically). 

I read or hear no such dis- 
cussion of eventual outcomes. 
only over-reaction to daily in- 
cidents created by wreckers, or 
else bleak pessimism that only 
force can prevail - I mean “the 
security solution", which has 
failed, but so has the IRA's at- 
tempt to force surrender. 
Professor BERNARD CRICK 
Edinburgh 


Sir: The recent increase in 
tension in Northern Ireland 
has provoked a lot of gloom 
but perhaps this is misplaced. 
The loyalist paramilitaries are 
most exercised by the lack of 
movement on the prisoners 
issue. That issue is emotive but 
politically it is among the eas- 
iest of those facing Lhe British 
government in Northern 
Ireland. 

A great deal of confidence 
can be built relatively straight- 
forwardly. Why doesn’t the 
Secretary of State declare her 
intention to allow a limited 
amnesty for all paramilitary 
organisations that stick to their 
current ceasefire, effective 
from. say. three months after 
the conclusion of the talks in 
May? 

It is time for a bold gesture 
to clear the air and restore mo- 
mentum to the peace process. 
But an impromptu visit to the 
Maze is probably not the 
answer. 

N D MARXIN-CLARK 
London N8 


Tories and Europe 

Sin The Conservative Party en- 
tered last year' s general election 
with an untenable fence-sitting 
compromise on European eco- 
nomic and monetary union. It 
alienated a key segment of its 
core vote, reducing its per- 
centage of the poll so much that 
Labour’s 43 per cent of the vote 
translated into an unnecessary 
landslide victory. 

Some of those who pre- 
vented the last government 
from adopting a principled pol- 
icy of opposition to EMU now 
say that they “will support Tony 
Blair" on this crucial issue (let- 
ter, 5 January). 

In answer to a question in 
the Commons on L5 December, 
the Prime Minister declared 
that “we should judge whether 
we enter monetary union ac- 
cording to our national inter- 
est. and that is defined by the 
economic tests that we have 
set" 

Most Conservatives who op- 
pose EMU do so as much for 


political reasons as for eco- 
nomic ones; but the Labour gov- 
ernment's position means that 
- provided that their econom- 
ic tests are passed - there is no 
loss of political sovereignty or 
independence which would pre- 
vent them from joining EMU. 

It is sad to see parliamen- 
tarians of any party encourag- 
ing such a danger to 
democracy. 

Dr JULIAN LEWIS MP 
{New Forest East, C) 
DESMOND S WAYNE MP 
(New Forest West, O 
LAURENCE ROBERTSON MP 
(Tewkesbury, C) 

House of Commons 
London SWl 

Sir The appallingly blinkered 
letter you published from a 
number of Conservative ex- 
ministers in favour of eco- 
nomic and monetary union 
placed EMU at the heart of 
Europe and favoured Euro- 
pean dogma against British 
priorities. You can see why the 
electorate rejected them in 


May last year. If they are so 
keen on Mr Blair, let them join 
his party. 

Although Maastricht re- 
quires economic convergence by 
intending EMUists. only Britain 
seems likely to meet the tests 
without cooking the books. For 
EMU lo be a success requires 
sustained convergence. The im- 
probability of this, taken with 
the way we predominantly trade 
outside Europe, the way our 
businesses use equity finance in- 
stead of being owned largely by 
big banks, the size of our fi- 
nancial services sector, and the 
way people here buy houses 
with variable-rate loans, all ar- 
gue for ongoing strain and 
hardship if ever we were mad 
enough to go in. 

The inability of a country un- 
der EMU to rely on the markets 
to change the price of its cur- 
rency when this is required 
during the economic cycle 
means that “fiscal transfers" to 
or from other countries will be 
required instead. In plain Eng- 
lish. this means that the suc- 


cessful will have to pay a tax on 
their success to those who have 
failed. The rate of the “EMU 
tax", those liable to pay, and 
those benefiting will be decid- 
ed on by unelccted officials 
rather than our elected 
representatives. 

MICHAEL LAGER 
Chairman, Braintree 
Constituency Conservative 
.Association 
Wilham, Essex 

Anglo-Saxon upset 

Sir How on earth can someone 
with the name Hamish McRae 
refer with a straight face to “we 
Anglo-Saxons" (“The dawn- 
ing of the age of the Anglo- 
Saxon ”, 7 January)? 

The term “Anglo-Saxon" as 
an economic category is deeply 
irritating, inaccurate and high- 
ly un-PC. Given that the US is 
the main country thus denoted. 
I’m surprised that our American 
cousins, sensitive and literal- 
minded as they are in these mat- 
ters, haven’t fired volleys of 


criticism at this racist and 
WASP-privileging epithet. 

If it is true that the US and 
the UK - we may also rite New 
Zealand and the Celtic tiger, 
Ireland - share a common and 
distinctive economic model, 
why not call it “Anglophone”? 
Not only is this more neutral; 
it also draws attention, as does 
Hamish McRae, to the role that 
happening to speak English 
has played in these countries’ 
current good fortune. 

AID AN FOSTER-CARTER 
Shipley, 

West Yorkshire 

Classic gas-guzzlers 

Sir: David Roots (letter, 7 Jan- 
uary) calls for classic car own- 
ers to be compensated for the 
withdrawal of leaded fueL l was 
under the impression that they 
were already receiving com- 
pensation: they don't pay road 
tax on these fuel-hungry, noisy, 
outdated cars. 
MARKORMISTON 
Isleworth, Middlesex 


Under the Dome 

Sir: The Great Exhibition and 
the Festival of Britain are cit- 
ed as models for the Dome ex- 
hibition. But both earlier 
exhibitions contained magnifi- 
cent objects which needed to be 
seen to be truly appreciated. 

In contrast, advocates for 
the Dome imply that the dis- 
plays will be primarily intellec- 
tual or even spiritual 
(mind-boggling) in content. 
Andrew Marr (“Thie confes- 
sions of a social outcast”, 7 Jan- 
uary) suggests several topics, 
among them: “Is the car culture 
going to carry on growing or 
shrivel away?", “What future is 
there for the countryside?”, 
“Is there a limit to human 
longevity?" Each would make 
a fascinating newspaper article, 
book or television programme, 
but how do you create an at- 
tractive exhibitkm from such ab- 
stract themes? And what could 
be included that has to be seen 
in situ, over several acres, stand- 
ing up, after a tedious journey 
with (in my case) small children 
in tow, rather than mulled over 
on video or in print in a com- 
fortable armchair at home? 

By all means let us mark the 
millennium with some stimu- 
lating debate, but do it in The 
Independent or take over the 
BBC for a day or a week and 
give the money to the numer- 
ous splendid, cash-starved mu- 
seums and galleries around 
Britain which still have mag- 
nificence on display. 

RACHEL WARD 
London W2 

Sir. I wish I could share Andrew 
Mart’s op timism that the Dome 
win be more Sartre than suribalL 
However, I cannot believe that 
a tired collection of establish- 
ment figures, obsessed with se- 
crecy and their own importance, 
will produce anything more 
than Noel’s House Party on a 
grand scale. This, rather than Mr 
Marx's set of questions, seems 
the limit of their ambitions. 
MALCOLM ACE 
Colden Common, Hampshire 

Sir Surely the more immin ent 
Millennium Bug is what to call 
the next two decades. Last 
time, they got round the prob- 
lem by having a king who hard- 
ly lasted through the first one 
and ensuring the second was 
dominated by the bloodiest 
war yet seen. What alternative 
is there this time to the 
“Noughties" and “Teenies”? 
CHRISTIAN WOLMAR 
London N19 


It’s a mystery - the strange death of the Irish peace process in three gripping chapters 



MILES 

KINGTON 


Today I am bringing you a com- 
plete murder mystery story in 
which YOLI the de teethe will be 
presented with ALL the evi- 
dence necessary to solve the 
CRIME and then, after you 
have failed dismally to do it, I 
will give you the SOLUTION 
and you will bang your head on 
the steering wheel, saying 
“Lord)', Lardy, I should have 
seen that coming!" 

OK? 

Get the idea? 

Right, here we go then with 
the story of: “The Strange 
Death of The Northern Ire- 
land Peace Process”. 

CHAPTER ONE 

“I’m afraid it’s dead, sir. There's 

nothing we can do." 

The speaker was someone 


very high up in the Royal Ulster 
Constabulary. He was speaking 
to someone even higher up. He 
was talking about the Northern 
Ireland Peace Process. 

“The Peace Process? Dead? 
But I saw it only the other day! 
It seemed quite healthy!" said 
the Very Important Officer. 

“Healthy? In what sort of 
way, sir?" 

The very important officer 
considered for a moment. 

“Well,’’ said the VIO (Very 
Important Officer - DO keep 
up), “it seemed all poised for ac- 
tion, It wasn't actually moving 
or anything, but then h never has 
actually moved or anything, has 
it?" 

“No, sir," said the Quite 
Important Officer. “That was al- 
ways its charm in a way. How- 


ever much you insulted it. or 
praised it, however much you 
said you depended on it, it nev- 
er lost its temper or reacted 
nastily.” 

“Or reacted at all, really." 
said the VIO. ‘ Always behaved 
with true British sang-froid. 
Strange to have a French word 
for such a British thing, eh?" 

“What French word, sir?" 

“Sang-froid.” 

“Right, sir." said the QIO. 
humouring him yet again. "So 
that's iL The peace process has 
been found dead." 

“Completely dead?” 

“Yes, sir." ' 

“Murdered?" 

“Yes, sir." 

"Suspects?" 

“Yes, sir. The IRA. Sinn 
Fein, the Unionists, Mo 


Mowlam and Angus Deayton." 

“Angus Deavlon? Why 
him?” 

“Always liked the look of 
him," said the QIO. blushing. 
“Thought it might be quite nice 
to have him in for questioning." 

“All right," said the VIO. 
“Round up all the suspects and 
let me have their statements." 

CHAPTER TWO 

Here are the statements of all 

the main suspects. 

Sinn Fein: “Nothing to do 
with us. We were looking for- 
ward to the Peace Process, ft 
sounded fun. The IRA felt the 
same. Not that we know what 
the LRA think. But thal’s what 
we’re guessing." 

LRA: “I'm sorry to hear the 
Peace Process is dead. Nothing 


to do with us. We have an alibi. 
We were out buying some new 
balaclava helmets. Look, here’s 
the receipt. No, sorry, that one’s 
for the Semtex. This one." 

Unionists: “This is yet an- 
other example of the way the 
government, of whatever com- 
plexion, have consistently flout- 
ed the wishes of the majority of 
the population of Northern Ire- 
land. We blame the government 
And Sinn Fein/TRA. And 
Dublin. And the Pope. Anyone 
but ourselves." 

Mo Mowlam: “Its a tragedy. 
It's another tragedy' in the his- 
tory of Ulster. Another bleed- 
ing tragedy in the bleeding 
hisioiy of this bleeding country, 
oh God, are you listening, Tony? 
Tony! Look, IU take Health, Ed- 
ucation, anything. I'll do any- 


thing but Northern Ireland, 
even Question Time K \ust get me 
out of here! Otherwise I'll go 
round the bend and start visit- 
ing prisoners in The Maze!!” 

Angus Deayton: “And at the 
end of another motorway- mo- 
notonous round, we have Sinn 
Fein steaming along in the slow 
lane with a thoroughly legal 
45mph, and the Unionists in the 
fast lane with an incredibly sim- 
ilar 45mph, and what’s that 
ahead in the middle lane - it’s 
the corpse of the Peace Process! 
So, no change there, then.” 

Ian Paisley: “It’s a diabolical 
betrayal ...” 

CHAPTER THREE 

The Solution 

Did you solve the mystery? 

Did you notice that everyone 


had an alibi, except Ian F 
who is barking mad and c 
count? And Mo Mowlam 
has no motive? 

Therefore the only pi 
solution is that no muide 
place. 

That’s right! The No 
Ireland Peace Process wa 
all along, and has bee 

years! It’s jusuhat nobod' 

to point it out. 

Except Angus Deaytc 
you notice the way he sa 
the peace process was 
...” No change 
then ...”?? 

I think he knows mor 
he lets on. 

I think we’U have him 
another session. 

Should be fim. And j 
autograph for the wife 
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Welfare reform - we 
haven’t seen anything yet 



DONALD 

MACINTYRE 

ON HARMAN'S 
CRUSADE 


It isn't her fault, hut Nicola Horlick bos 
become something of a codeword in 
Whitehall for the idiocies of the welfare 
state. A woman earning £60 per week at 
the check-out at Tcsco is below the low- 
er earnings limit for national insurance. 
As a result she receives no state-funded 
maternity benefit. By contrast a high-fly- 
ing woman City executive is entitled to re- 
ceive 90 per cent of her full pay - 
reimbursed by the taxpayer - for 14 full 
weeks every time she has a child. In the 
case of an executive earning £lm, that 
means £18,000 per week. And that's de- 
spite the fact that she - like every other 
higher earner - stops paying national in- 
surance above £35,000 per year. 

The injustice of this - which DSS offi- 
cials are currently working on ending in 
a shake-up of the £500m maternity pay 
budget - is worth mentioning because it’s 
a reminder of the many aspects of welfare 
reform that having nothing at all to do with 
grinding the faces of the poor. It also un- 
derlines that for a Government whose first 
hard choice on welfare reform blew up in 
its parliamentary face, it shows every sign 
of being restless to find others to make. 

Let's take a few examples: the leaked 
David Biunkett letter betrayed deep un- 
ease about some of the DSS’s proposals 
on disability benefit and these arguments 
have not yet been resolved. But I detect 
no sign that Ms Hannan has been pushed 
off her determination, while ensuring 
that the genuinely disabled are protected, 
to seeing to it that less of the £23m dis- 
ability budget is spent on those who do not 
need or deserve it There is a strong case 
for loading much more of the bill for in- 
dustrial injuries compensation on com- 
pulsory no-fault insurance for employers, 
but in any case Harman is determined to 
spend more on preventing accidents in the 
workplace and less on paying for the con- 
sequences of them. There are already 
longer range, second-term thoughts on the 
huge difficulty of whether to means-iest 
the old age pension: should, for example, 
the old age pension be inversely related 
to earnings so that the higher earners get 
less from the state when they retire? All 
these and many more sacred cows look dis- 
tinctly threatened. The surprising thing 
about Ms Harman is how fast she bounces 
back. She is busily telling colleagues that 
there isn't a single aspect of the welfare 
stale she regards as working properly. 

1 do not mean to suggest Lbal there are 
no problems. One is that there are still se- 
rious disagreements between Frank Field 
and Harriet Hannan over the draft he has 


produced for the Green Paper on welfare 
reform - which ought now to be dose to 
publication, but isn't yeL One version is 
that this is less about principle - after all 
Field and Harman are both arch-mod- 
ernisers - than about the intensely cere- 
bral nature of the current draft. But it 
matters, because ministers badly need a 
text that can form the basis of the cam- 
paign to persuade the party and die conn 
tty that welfare reform is about a lot more 
than being more right wing about social 
security than Peter Lilley. Both tbe row 
over lone parents' benefit and the leaks 
over planned cuts in disability benefit de- 
scended on the Government without it hav- 
ing set out in a dear and accessible way 
what it is trying to do. And that is a task 
that cannot be left to Harriet Harman and 
Blair himself. 

Blair has told his most senior ministers 
that the Government will be judged on the 
success of welfare reform; he himself 
stressed its central importance in a speech 
at Sedge Geld before Christmas. Blair has 
been reading intensely on welfare over the 
festive period. But to sell it, not least to 
tbe party, the John Prescotts, the David 
Biiwketts and the Frank Dobsons, as 
well as the Gordon Browns, need to be 
making at least as many speeches in 
favour of radical welfare reform as Blair 
himself. And to do that, there has to be 
Cabinet agreement on its firm outlines. 
There also has to be recognition among 
some of the toughest-minded on welfare 
reform that some of the fears - for example 
over disability benefit - are shared by those 
who are not against reform of any kind. 
Which is one reason why the Cabinet Com- 
mittee which Blair will chair, and which 
he also announced before Christmas, is so 
important. There are some policies that 
Hannan and her close ally Brown could 
not, however hard they Lried, persuade 
Prescott and Dobson of on tbeir own. Only 
Blair has the capacity to do that, and al- 
though the composition of the committee 
has not yet been finalised, both men 
should be on it 

Having eschewed the seductive path of 
having an easy life in the party, Ms Har- 
man is extraordinarily unbowed by the crit- 
icism she took over the cuts in lone 
parents' benefit. She appears as con- 
vinced as ever that the current social se- 
curity system is in dire need of reform and 
that it can, in time, be made as popular 
as the NHS. And this is an important point 
The most modernising ministers, Harman 
included, are convinced that while there 
will be endless aggravation within the par- 
ty'over tbe famously hard choices that the 
Government will have to make in the com- 
ing months, the electorate is more than 
ready for iL 

Many people think the wheelchair- 
bound and the severely disabled get less 
than they deserve. They worry intensely 
that many severely handicapped children 
are virtually abandoned by the state when 
they reach working age. Many of those 
same people are equally annoyed when 
[hey notice that the man who is drawing 
a handsome whack of benefit because of 
his bad back seems to have no trouble dig- 
ging his garden. Much of tbe party will shiv- 
er; but Hannan remains convinced that 
among as many in Labour’s natural con- 
stituency of core supporters as among the 
traditional Daily Mail readers of Middle 
England, the demand for a cleaner, fair- 
er welfare state is irresistible. 


Mo Mowlam’s disarming ways may 
be just what is needed today 



SUZANNE 

MOORE 

WOMAN IN 
THE MAZE 


‘Astonishing". “Unprecedent- 
ed". “Audacious". These were 
among the words that greeted 
the news that Mo Mowlam, Sec- 
retary of State for Northern Ire- 
land is going to walk into the 
“the lion's den" of tbe Maze 
Prison In order to talk to loyal- 
ist inmates to try to persuade 
them to stay in tbe peace talks. 
All these words could be used 
of Mowlam’s political style itself 
No other Secretary of State bas 
gone to the H-blocks for dis- 
cussions with convicted terror- 
ists but then no other Secretary 
of State has been Mo Mowlam. 

Clearly many observers were 
shocked and dismayed by her 
decEdon. When it comes to Ire- 
land it is almost as if we are so 
familiar with inertia and failure 
that anything new is a threat in 
itself While the old methods 
used to bring about peace have 
not worked, there is still a tan- 
gible fear of the new. Mowlam's 
“gamble'* comes out of her de- 
termination to keep the peace 
train in motion. Indeed her 
language these days indicates 
that her goal has shifted from 
finding a peace settlement to 
simply being that of keeping 
everyone talking. We do not 
need to be reminded of what the 
alternative to not talking is. 

Should the talks foil apart 
this would be perceived not only 
as a political failure for 
Mowlam but a personal one too 
for a woman who values com- 
munication above all else. Her 
whole image is that of a matey, 
earthy woman who talks easily 
and affectionately to everyone. 

This is not just an image, as 
anyone who has met her will tell 
you. Chewing gum, Mowlam 
will kick off her shoes and 
complain that her bra is too 
tight. As a politician she has 
kissed not just babies but gran- 
ite-faced old unionists. She 
puts her arm around anyone 
who gets near, patting and 

prodding her way into meetings* 
She tells bad jokes and reveals 
more than she should about 
confidential matters. Her in- 
formality is part of ber charm. 
Though she may appear as 
someone who doesn't care what 
people think of her. anyone wbo 



Mo Mowfam, yesterday, in reflective mood 


Photograph: Fiona Hartsan/PA 


makes fins much effort with oth- 
ers obviously cares enormous- 
ly what other people think. All 
this “take me as you find me" 
lark must also be calculated. It 
marks ber out from other politi- 
cians and has worked up until 
now largely to her advantage. 

Not everyone succumbs to 
Mriscbann. The condemnation 
of her by many in Northern Ire- 
land can be seen, as David 
McKittrick has pointed out on 
this page, as good old-fash- 
ioned chauvinism. Politics in 
the North is still frighteningly 
male-dominated. Republicans 
and unionists alike may have ac- 
tually found it easier to deal with 
the quasi-colonial attitudes of 
former Northern Ireland Sec- 
retaries than the unknown quan- 
tity that Mowlam represents. 

What she bas done, which 
no previous occupant of her 
post has managed to do before, 
is to bring the troubles borne. 
People in Britain are more in- 
terested in the peace process 
because of the way she has per- 
sonalised if Up until now, the 
politics of Northern Ireland, 
though declared important, 
have actually been a minority 
in teresL A mixture of ignorance 
and frustration has governed 


the British attitude to the whole 
mess. While many male politi- 
cians have talked loftily about 
securing a place in history 
should they bring peace to 
Northern Ireland, Mowlam just 
wants to talk, replacing ideol- 
ogy with what feels Wo: com- 
mon sense. What was once 
dismissed as Mowlam's effort- 
lessly chatty and over-familiar 
style reveals itself to be an en- 
tirely new ^ way of flunking about 
the Northern Ireland situation, 
one which is inclusive and hu- 
man. This is not just the result 
of her pragmatism bat also of 
her intellect. 

If it pays off then, it will have 
been a stroke of genius by Blair 
to put his most touchy-feely 
player in charge of the hardest 
game in town. Yet if Mowlam 
represents the new politics, a 
new way of doing things, then 
we might ask where tbe up-and- 
coming Mo Mowlams are 
among the surprisingly docile in- 
take of female MPs. Maybe it 
is too early for marry of them to 
manifest anything like an indi- 
vidual style as they are subject 
not only to party discipline but 
also the reality of life in the 
House. As one poor woman MP 
replied in the recent Fawcett 


Society survey of women MPs, 
“2 have been desperately un- 
happy since being elected ... I 
hate this place." 

The problem for these 
women is precisely the one 
that Mowlam seems to have 
conquered How are they to be 
themselves - that is, women - 
and operate in this hostile po- 
litical culture. One could argue 
that the most successful women 
politicians, from Barbara Cas- 
tle to Margaret Thatcher and 
now Mowlam herself, have not 
denied their femininity but 
used it strategically. Thatcher., 
was expert at donning the gar- 
ments of various fan ale ar- 
chetypes - housewife mother, 
warrior queen - when it suited 
her, and dismissing other as- 
pects of her femaleness when 
it didn’t - so that she could be 
more of a man than any of her 
colleagues. Castle always made 
sure her hair and clothes were 
perfect, as though her ultra- 
femininity would lessen the 


threat of her political nous. 

Mowlam's strategy has been 
different. She acts like one of 
the boys but, because she is not 
one of the boys, she both gets 
away with things that none of 
them would and insulted for 
things they wouldn't Her sheer 
bravery over her illness, her 

matter of factuess about her ap- 
pearance, the famous slapping 
of the wig on the table reveal 
a woman who knows that there 
is more to life than feminine 
vanity. She is thus curiously vul- 
nerable and unbelievably hard 
at the same time. 

In some peculiar way, her Al- 
ness (and the weight gain that 
has accompanied it) has made 
it possible for her not only to 
cuddle up to all sorts of 
strangers but for them to cud- 
dle up to her too. as she appears 
devoid of threaL 

There are those who wonder 
whether despite her constant 
good humour she is being asked 
to deliver more than she is ca- 
pable of. The drudgery of this 
job, the endless flights, the in- 
credibly slow progress must 
take their toEL If her charm 
doesn't work, what other re- 
sources dos she have? We have 
seen how tough she is physically 
but there is still uncertainty 
about her political toughness. 
But then isn’t this always tbe 
question that is ultimately 
asked about women in power- 
ful jobs. Can they back it? 

However, when people talk 
of the feminisation of society , 
of the effect of having more 
women in public life and In tbe 
workplace, they are usually re- 
ferring to the qualities that we 
so value in Mo Mowlam 
coming to the fore and being 
properly recognised A less hi- 
eraichical, more informal, more 
personalised style will domi- 
nate. Indeed the new manage- 
ment books are frill of this 
feminised language, of webs 
and horizontal, rather than 
vertical, structures; frill of work- 
ers co-operating instead of 
competing with each other, all 
to the benefit of the company. 

If this is the case, where then 
are the other Mo Mowlams? 
Why does she appear so ex- 
ceptional? Why is it so difficult 
for women in power to retain 
a personality that has not been 
prepared earlier by the Mill- 
bank geeks, one that is full of 
complexity? 

In the present situation, 
however, we must be thankful 
for Mo's uniqueness. It is what 
makes her so disarming. Let us 
hope that the murderers of 
the Maze are equally disarmed 
by her. 


Out in the cold - boys at school, men at home 



JACK 

O’SULLIVAN 

ON THE REAL 
DIFFERENCES 


It has been a good week for 
boys. At last the Government 
is tackling their educational 
under-achievement. At last 
ministers accept that boys may 
have different needs to girls, 
needs that their schooling 
should acknowledge. So, all 
week we have been discussing 
whether more male primary 
teachers are required, whether 
the curriculum is too “female" 
for boys, providing insufficient 
emphasis on tbeir interests. 
Meanwhile, some educational- 
ists have argued that boys’ 
brains develop at a different 
rate to girls', making it a mis- 
take for some to tackle reading 
and writing as early as girls. 

The validity and importance 
of such comments, in explain- 
ing boys' underpe rformance, is 
questionable. Research evi- 
dence is incomplete and often 
aneodotaL So. given the emo- 
tionally charged nature of the 
subject, there is a danger of 
over-hasty, wrong-headed rec- 
ommendations that will do lit- 
tle to help boys. 

Nevertheless, this week’s 
policy shift is monumentaL For 
it has, at a stroke, freed us from 
an intellectual straitjackeL Sud- 
denly. it is OK to admit that, in 
education and public policy 
terms, boys are not neutered. 
It is no longer a heresy to say 
they may be fundamentally dif- 
ferent from girls, requiring dif- 
ferent treatment. 

This difference may seem 


perfectly obvious to most peo- 
ple. But sexual politics tikes to 
avoid it, concentrating instead 
on equality of treatment. The 
fear has been that too much talk 
about difference.' between the 
sexes wilJ be used to excuse dis- 
crimination against women. 

The Nineties are, thankful- 
ly, seeing the boundaries of 
the gender debate loosened, not 
only for the benefit of boys. In 
the US, a string of recent boobs 
have examined deep-rooted dif- 
ferences between the way men 
and women think. John Gray's 
Men are from Man, Women are 
from Venus exemplifies an ap- 
proach designed to improve 
relationships between the sex- 
es by acknowledging what they 
don't have in common. 

Likewise, the American psy- 
chologist, John Gottman, has 
identified biological reasons 
why men and wonjun act iD such 
contrary ways. !□ his recent 
book, Why Marriages Succeed or 
Fail , he argues that men, for ex- 
ample, stonewall in argument 
to protect themselves from 
heart disease; because, once 
emotionally excited, it is hard 
for them to cairn down. This 
weakness is a hangover from 
their neanderthal days as pro- 
tectors, when it was important 
for them to remain on high alert 
for long periods. In contrast, 
women will argue relentlessly 
with men - not knowing when 
to stop - when something has 
gone wrong in their relation- 


ship. The evolutionary reason? 
Because well-developed, thor- 
oughly explored relationships 
were vital for vulnerable moth- 
ers nursing babies. 

So why are we allowing our- 
selves at this particular time to 
think about differences between 
the sexes? Perhaps this reflects 
the fact that the argument for 
treating men and women equal- 
ly has triumphed intellectually; 
if not yet on the ground. So we 
can afford to acknowledge dif- 
ferent needs. It is also hardly sur- 
prising that the shift should 
have come with respect to boys 
- concern about them is some- 
thing upon which both women 
and men, being mothers and fa- 
thers, can easily share. Whatever 
the reason, the liberalisation of 
debate should benefit both men 
and women by facilitating their 
mutual understanding and al- 
lowing their different needs to 
be addressed. 

There are two further rea- 
sons why this week's initiative 
represents a liberation for the 
gender debate. The first con- 
cerns recognition among ex- 
perts that boys are doing no 
worse than in the past - their 
longstanding failure is merely 
being highlighted by female 
advancement (Decades ago 
the 11-plus figures had to be fid- 
dled because girls were doing 
so well and would have out- 
numbered boys in grammar 
schools.) This is a fascinating 
admission. Once you realise 


that the education system 
served boys badly even in the 
days of “male domination" you 
can question whether all sorts 
of institutions, designed when 
men controlled everything, ac- 
tually did men much good. 

Second, the implication of 
the Government’s announce- 
ment was that “feminisation" 
of the educational culture may 
have ill-served boys. And tbe 
package of measures, such as 
introducing more male teach- 
ers, amounts to the admission 
that primary education, at the 
very least, needs some 
“masculinisation". 

We have come to assume 
that “ feminisat ion" is always a 
good thing; And certainly both 
men and women will speak of 
its virtues in the workplace - 
better communication and 
more flexible hours. Mean- 
while, that ugly term “mas- 
culinisation” is usually regarded 
as negative, synonymous with 
male authoritarianism. 

However, the inadequacies 
of boys’ education suggests 
publidy, perhaps for the first 
time, that some forms of fem- 
inisation can alienate and dam- 
age some males. They may 
need schools to be designed 
more in their image. 

If this is true in schools, then 
where else might the argument 
for less feminisation. more tnas- 
culinisatkm, apply? If you were 
to look for one institution, oth- 
er than school, to which we 


would like males to feel a greater 
attachment, it is tbe home. 

Home is a place where many 
men dearly do not feel much 
at home. They often seem to be 
more at ease in the pub, the gar- 
den died or the allotment. Typ- 
ically, they do not entertain 
their friends at home in the way 
that women do so easily. \*felk 
into most houses and it is easy 
to see why - tbe decorating is 
almost always conceived by 
women and the vital rooms, 
kitchen, bathroom and living 
room, are normally female do- 
mains. Yet we live in on age 
when the needs of good par- 
enting and sustained marital re- 
lationships demand that men 
should fed comfortable with be- 
fog at home and not take flight 
as so many do. 

The implications of making 
traditionally “female" institu- 
tions more invitfog to males, wffl 
understandably worry many 
women. Likewise, they may be 
concerned about what the new 
focus on boys at school will 
mean for their daughters. But 
such issues, freed up by this 
week's announcement, will 
have to be tackled if we are to 
move to a world in which tbe 
war between the sexes is, finally, 
to come to an end. Negotiating 

an acceptable new dispensation 
wflJ require all the mutual un- 
derstanding that the likes of 
John Gray and John Gottman 
are busy imparting to men and 
women. 


FINAL EXECUTION OF DRASTIC 
DISPOSAL ORDER SHORT NOTICE OF 
A VERY IMPORTANT 

UNRESERVED DISPOSAL 
AUCTION 

of 175 Bales - Bill of Lading No 096-9037-6263 

Now have been cleared from HM Customs and 
Excise bond VAT and duties paid together with a 
carefully assembled consignment of exceptionally fine 
and medium quality hand-made valuable 

Persian, Islamic 
and Oriental Carpets, 
Rugs, Runners and Kilims 

By order of trustees, acting for and on behalf of 
Chamber of Commerce of Persia in conjunction with 
collection order and remitting fund to the Central 
Pledge Bank of Iran having met the guaranteed bill of 
payment by an Independent Financial institute. 
Benefited from extreme devaluation of Persian 
money against the major baskets of currencies final 
decision has been taken to lift the reserve and reduce 
prices drastically to ensure complete disposal! 

ON 

VENUE 1 - Saturday 10th January 1998 at 11am 
(view from 10am) at 

CLARENDON HOTEL 
8 Mont Pelier Row, 

Blackheath, London SE3 
ALSO 


VENUE 2 - Saturday 10th January 1988 at 3.30pm 
(View from 2.30pm) at 

SLOANE SQUARE MOAT HOUSE 
(Old Royal Court) 

Sloane Square, Chelsea, London SW1 
ALSO 


VENUE 3 - Sunday 11th January 1998 at 3pm 
(View from 2pm) at 

HYATT CARLTON TOWER HOTEL 
Cadogan Place, Knightsbridge, 
London SW1 

Inventory Includes old, antique and contemporary 
Persian and eastern hand knotted pile and flat 
wetme rugs in wool and silk of outstanding merit 
and quality. 

M Shokri & Associates Ltd. 

Tel: 0181 202 1513 
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FINANCIAL 10URNAL OF THE YEAR 


Festive sales surge 
lifts gloom from 
the high street 



The high street was given a boost by buoyant trading statements yesterday by a wide range of retailers as Christmas ‘bJoodbath’ fears proved unfounded 

as Bank of England holds off interest rate rise 


Fears that higher interest rates 
would lead to a poor Christmas 
for retailers have been ailayed by 
a crop of upbeat trading 
statements from stores groups. 
Most show that while December 
started slowly, shops were rescued 
by a late surge in consumer 
spending in the final days 
before Christmas. Nigel Cope and 
Andrew Yates report on yet another 
year when shoppers left it late. 

The high street was given a boost by buoy- 
ant trading statements yesterday by a wide 
range of retailers including Signet, the H 
Samuel and Ernest Jones jewellery retail- 
er, JJB Sports, and Majestic Wine Ware- 
houses. the off-licence group. Following 
better than expected figures from John 
Lewis and Burton, analysts said the wor- 
ries over Christmas “bloodbath" had 
proved unfounded. 

Richard Hyman of Verdict Research 
said: “Christmas did arrive late but this 
trend is well established, bits of people took 
the last week before Christmas off work and 
did their shopping then. It won't be a bo- 
nanza Christmas but it will be solid.” 

However, he warned that 1997 would be 
seen as the high water mark for high street 
fortunes in the 1990s as higher interest rates 
took their toll. “The slowdown has begun 
and we think that it will continue through- 
out 1998." He said some retailers would 
have experienced a difficult Christmas 
with fashion groups said to have bad the 
toughest lime. 

There was little caution in the air yes- 
terday. however, as Signet led the way with 
an optimistic message that it would now ex- 
ceed its profit expectations for the year. 

The former Rainers jewelleiy group re- 
ported that in the nine weeks to January 
3 like-fbr-like sales increased by S3 per cent 
in the same period last year. It said it now 
expected to “comfortably exceed" market 
expectations for its full year profits. Ana- 
lysts have now upgraded their forecasts from 
around £60m to £65m and the shares rose 
3.5p to 33J5p. The smaller, more upmar- 


ket Ernest Jones chain led the way while 
sales at the more mass-market H Samuel 
chain rose by only 1.7 per cent in the pe- 
riod. Signet chairman Jim McAdam said 
sales of diamonds, silver, gift products and 
wristwatches bad been strong. 

“The build-up to Christmas was gener- 
ally slower than predicted but there was a 
late surge. We held our nerve and didn't 
start discounting so we were able to main- 
tain our margins." 

JJB Sports, tbe fost-growing sports retailer, 
continued its good run with sales in the 6 
weeks to 28 December ahead by 10 per cent. 
This exdudes new openings. David Green- 
wood, financial director, said Adidas had 
proved the best performing brand of the year, 
edging ahead of Nike. He said JJB’s sales 
had started strongly in early December but. 
in contrast to most other retailers, tailed off 
slightly in the last two weeks. Sales picked 
up again after Christmas. 

Wine sales have also been buoyant over 
Christmas. According to Majestic Wines, 
the wine warehouse operator, the feel good 
factor has made champagne and red wines 
very popular over the festive period. Tun 
How, chief executive of Majestic, said: “Our 
red clarets have been our best sellers. I be- 
lieve wines are continuing to sell well across 
the industry. The strong economy ... and 
the trend for men to switch from beer to 
wine explain the growth.' 1 

Majestic Wines said sales were up by 
one-fifth in the last eight weeks of the year, 
with like for like turnover up 10.9 per cent. 
The strong trading performance helped 
Majestic shares rise 20p to 421 .5 p yes- 
terday. 

However, the group denied reports that 
is had been subject to a £65m takeover 
offer. “It is a lot of rubbish. We have not 
had any offers or approaches. The idea 
of a bid for just £65m is insulting," Mr 
How said. 

Two other retailers also reported upbeat 
sales messages yesterday. Merchant Retail 
Group, which operates perfume shops 
and department stores said it sales were 
ahead by 14 per cent on a like for like ba- 
sis in the 13 weeks to 27 December. TJ 
Hughes, the discount department store op- 
erator said its sales were up by 18 per cent 
in the five weeks to 3 Januaiy. 


News yesterday of a general 
recovery on the high street 
coincided with the Bank of 
England's decision not to raise 
interest rates. The Bank's 
announcement sent the pound 
lower and brought relief all round 
- for the time being. Diane Coyle , 
Economics Editor, reports. 

Retail spending in December was higher 
than many had feared, according to Ihe Con- 
federation of British Industry. Its latest sur- 
vey reported a recovery in the growth of 
sales volumes, both before and after Christ- 
mas, following a slowdown in November. 

Alas tair Eperon, chairman of the sur- 
vey panel for the CBI, said: “We will be 
monitoring January’s figures closely to see 


whether the slight upward momentum in 
consumers' spending is sustainable." 

The employers' organisation also wel- 
comed the Bank of England's decision to 
leave interest rates unchanged at 7.25 per 
cent. Kate Barker, chief economist, said: 
“Further interest rate rises risk having too 
great an impact when the economy is al- 
ready expected to be sluggish." 

The pound shed more than three pfen- 
nigs yesterday, falling to just over DM2.93. 
The benchmark long gilt yield dropped to 
a record low below 6 percent. Both moves 
were driven by hopes that the Bank s de- 
cision could mark an end to the series of 
rises in the cost of borrowing, as well as 
bv the US financial markets. 

The US Treasury bond market got a 
boost from figures showing a small fall in 
prices charged at the factory gate in No- 
vember. Producer prices declined by fU per 
cent to a level 0.6 lower than a year earli- 


er, mainl y due to lower car and truck prices. 

Bui City analysts remained divided 
about whether a sixth increase in UK in- 
terest rates since May 1 is either necessary 
or likely, especially after yesterday’s sur- 
vey and another earlier in the week show- 
ing the service industries still very buoyant. 
Some think that the economy is not slow- 
ing fast enough to keep the Bank’s Mon- 
etary Policy Committee happy. 

“This is just a stay of execution," said 
Leo Doyle of Dresdner Kkinwort Benson, 
predicting a rate rise next month. 

However, Michael Saunders at Salomon 
Brothers said: “The export sector has 
already weakened, and consumer spend- 
ing will follow.* 1 He disagreed with the ma- 
jority view that rates would climb another 
quarter point in February. 

The CBI survey showed that the bal- 
ance of retailers reporting higher rather 
than lower sales climbed to 35 per cent in 


December, up from a weak 23 per cent in 
November. The respondents expected a 
further gnin in January, although their ex- 
pectations have often been disappointed 
in recent months. 

food, confectionery, dothing, DIY-stores 
and booksellers all enjoyed a strong D&- 
cember. AD except shoe shops did better than 
they had in November. Motor traders also 
reported a big jump in sales in December, 
defying their earlier fears of a downturn. 

Official figures for December sales on 
the high street will be published later this 
month. Meanwhile, the Office for National 
Statistics issued figures yesterday painting 
the most comprehensive portrait of sales 
in the distributive and service industries 
during the third quarter of 1997. These 
showed car sales in the UK reaching a record 
£225bn. The total soared 20 per cent com- 
pared to the second-quarter and was 10 per 
cent higher than a year earlier. . . 
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Drinks industry fears move 
to ban sport sponsorship 


The £40m that drinks companies 
pour into British sports sponsorship 
every year is under threat from a 
controversial French plan to ban 
drinks advertising for international 
sporting events. However, as 
Andrew Votes reports, new European 
legislation could bring cheer to the 
British drinks industry. 

A move by the French Government to enforce 
a ban on sports sponsorship from alcoholic 
drinks companies could put pressure on them 
to withdraw advertising from big sporting 
events. 

There are growing fears that the European 
Commission ( EC) has derided to ignore a com- 
plaint from the drinks industry over France’s 
decision to ban domestic drinks advertising, a 
controversial policy known as Loi Evin. The EC 
has again delayed a final decision on whether 
to uphold the complaint after furious lobbying 
from French Eurocrats. “There is a feeling they 
want to sweep this under the carpet," said one 
source in Brussels. 

The decision could have potentially devas- 
tating consequences for the UK sports indus- 
try. Drinks companies are involved in 
sponsoring every major sports including Car- 
ling Black Label's support for football's premier 
league and the new deal Tetley Bitter has re- 
cently signed to back Lhe English cricket team. 
Major sporting events such as the Stella Artois 
tennis tournament and the Martell Grand Na- 
tional could also be affected. The sponsorship 
market in the UK is worth an estimated £3 50m 
a year. Drinks companies account for about 12 
per cent of this, or more than £40m a year. US 
drinks company Budweiser has also run into 


trouble coping with the strict ban on drinks ad- 
vertising and the move has raised a question 
mark over sponsorship of this years World Cup 
in France. If the EC chooses to ignore the is- 
sue and effectively back France’s position, it 
could cause huge problems for the coverage of 
some of the UK's largest sporting events. French 
TV producers are putting enormous pressure 
on organisers to remove any form of drinks ad- 
vertising from sporting arenas and are threat- 
ening to withdraw coverage from events if their 
demands are not met. The situation has got so 
bad that two big recent sporting events were 
banned completely. French viewers were faced 
with a blank screen when they tried to tune into 
a European football tie between Arsenal and 
Auxerre and an Irish rugby game from Dublin. 

The sports industry’ is becoming increasingly 
worried that drinks companies could withdraw 
from sponsorship if French TV stations persist 
in banning events. 

The move has caused an outcry from the 
British drinks companies. The European Spon- 
sorship Consultants’ Association (ESCA). an 
industry-wide body set up to lobby against the 
French policy, is outraged by the continuing 
wrangles in Brussels. 

“We want this to be stopped and are trying 
to alert people to the danger. There is a fear 
that this could spread to other countries in Eu- 
rope and make life very difficult for sponsors.” 
said Helen Day, a sponsorship expert with the 
ESCA. 

However, a green paper, which experts be- 
lieve will be adopted by the EC later this year, 
is likely to bring hope to the drinks companies. 
It promotes the principle of free trade between 
countries and should give the drinks companies 
a powerful weapon in their battle with tbe 
French Government. They hope the paper will 
give them right to show drinks sponsored sports 
events throughout Europe. 


BT moves to avert freephone logjams 


British Telecom is to bring forward plans to 
spend £200m on improvements to its network, 
after some of its biggest customers complained 
that lines were swamped by calls this week. 

The disruption began on Monday morning, 
as BT customers jammed freephone or low- 
cost numbers used by businesses such as in- 
surance companies. BT attributed what it 
claimed was tbe "unprecedented” fourfold in- 
crease in freephone calls connected with 
storm damage and the two-week Christmas 
break. More than 10 million calls were made 
to 0S00, 0345 and U990 numbers on the BT net- 
work, with demand fur lines soaring tenfold dur- 
ing the busiest period on Monday morning. 


It emerged yesterday that Bfll Cockburn, 
BT s recently appointed group managing di- 
rector, has written personally to apologise to 
major business customers affected, who com- 
plained that many callers were unable to get 
through. The letter invited companies to join 
in plans to design improvements to the network. 

Mr Cockburn insisted BTs services had a 
good track record. “The measures we are tak- 
ing are aimed at ensuring that if ever such ex- 
ceptional circumstances occur again, service will 
not be affected in tbe same way." 

BT said it would spend £U0m upgrading 
its network in the financial year starting in April 
- Chris Godsmark 
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Electricity competition 
problems still unsolved 
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The Government is examining ways 
to iron out one of the main problems 
standing in the way of domestic 
electricity competition, the issue of 
who takes responsibility for 
customers when their supplier goes 
bust. As Chris Godsmark, Business 
Correspondent, reports, the opening 
of the market is now almost certain 
to be delayed beyond April. 


With less than three months left before the 
planned introduction of electricity competition, 
the industry is at loggerheads over who should 
intervene if a power suppliergets into financial 
difficulties. The current arrangements for com- 
petition allow the industry regulator to lake away 
the operating licence of a supplier, but leaves 
the onus on customers to sign alternative con- 
tracts with new suppliers. 

Power companies want new rules in place be- 
fore competition starts to give the regulator the 
power to pass existing customer contracts over 
to a new designated supplier. Tbe Electricity 
Fool the wholesale power trading body, has pro- 
posed a temporary solution through its existing 
relationships with regional electricity companies. 
But in a letter to the industry last month Offer, 
the electricity watchdog, claimed existing licence 
provisions were sufficient to deal with the issue. 

It emerged last night that the Department 
of Trade and Industry is in discussions with Offer 
about the problem and is examining the longer- 
term possibility of legislation to cover supplier 
default, along the lines of rules put in place in 
the gas industry. However any changes recom- 
mended by tbe probe, which forms part of the 
wider review of utility regulation, would come 
well beyond the April start date for competition. 


Offer will publish a consultation paper on 
the issue as early as next week in an attempt to 
dampen the criticism. But Andrew Qaxton, tbe 
Fool's chief executive, warned that his own pro- 
posal was "the only solution currently on the 
table." 


He said: “People in this industry are saying 
we don’t think this is an acceptable risk to live 
with. Unless we get some support from Offer 
this will be difficult to implement.” 

The DTI last night backed Offer's ap- 
proach. “We don’t believe this is an issue stop- 
ping competition, because the regulator has 
responsibility to ensure suppliers are able to fi- 
nance their operations," said a spokesman. 

However Mr Qaxton insisted legislation re- 
mained the best way out of the dile mma and 
said the DTI appeared to be reconsideringthe 
issue. “This has been around for a couple of 
years and the DTI have previously steadfastly 
refused to do anything about it. It’s very 
frustrating.” 

It also emerged yesterday that John Battle, 
the Industry Minister, is to meet with electric- 
ity chief executives in two week’s time and s Ekdy 
to announce a delay of at least three months to 
competition. 



The meeting, due around 22 J anuai y, is the 
third industry “summit" called by Mr Battle, who 
has put himself in personal charge of competi- 
tion. Next week PA Consulting, the group mon- 
itoring tbe process for Offer, will deliver a report 
which is expected to warn that complex com- 
puter systems planned by suppliers will not be 
ready for ApriL 


The plan was for four companies. Eastern, 
Seeboard, Manweb and Yorkshire, to begin com- 
petition in their regions on time, with other sup- 
pliers joining in a phased introduction by 
September. But Professor Stephen Littlechild, 
the regulator, admitted last month that com- 
petition was “very unlikely" to start on time. 







New National Savings customers lose out 


New customers of National Savings yesterday 
became the latest victims of the fall in long- 
term interest rates as the interest offered on 
five-year savings was cut by up to 7 per cent 
New pensioner bonds, which had paid 7 per 
cent a year, will now pay 65 per cent Children’s 
bonus bonds bought now will pay 6.25 per cent, 
down from 6.75 per cent Existing savings are 
unaffected. The cuts create a highly unusual sit- 
uation in that savers can now get better interest 
when they put money away for a shorter pe- 
riod, Whereas pensioner bonds with a 5-year 
lock-in pay 65 per cent income bonds, re- 
payable on 90 days' notice, pay 7 per cent. 
National Savings yesterday said it was 
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l 


$ 


forced into tbe cuts by the money markets. 
Short-term interest rates were up, but longer-, 
term rates had fallen in anticipation of low in- 
flation under a European single currency. 

Peter Bateau, chief executive of National 
Savings, said: “Like other major retail 
providers, we have had to take action to re- 


duce rates on our medium terra products. The 
present reality for savers is that fixed medium 
term rates are lower than short term rates.” 

The move mirrors cuts by life insurers in tbe 
amount they pay in bonuses to endowments and 
pensions. Scottish Lifeycsteiday became the fifth 
office to announce cuts in annual bonuses. 

— Andrew Verity 
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MPC should err on the side of hawkishness 




OUTLOOK 

ON MAKING 
INTEREST RATE 
JUDGEMENTS AND 
THE CONDITIONS 
FOR AID IN 
THE FAR EAST 


II gave us a breather this month, hut will 
the Monetary Policy Committee put in- 
terest rates up in February instead? Un- 
like all those analysis in the City who sound 
utterly certain about whether and when 
and how much further borrowing costs 
need to rise to keep inflation on course, 
the MPC displays a becoming modesty 
about its ability to see into the future. 

We live in challenging times. Diverg- 
ing patterns in different areas of the econ- 
omy make it unusually hard to be 
confident about the rale of growth in the 
next year. On top of that there Isa big cri- 
sis taking place in the world economy the 
consequences of which are impossible to 
predict. Io these circumstances even the 
best forecasts ate almost bound to go awry. 

And - as some of the country’s most 
prominent economic forecasters spelt out 
at an Economic and Social Research Coun- 
cil-sponsored conference in London yes- 
terday — predicting future growth and 
inflation has to battle against frequent re- 
viaoos to past data, jgnoraoce about the true 
structure of the economy and pure bolts 
from the blue in the shape of unforeseen 
events. Any claim to certainty is bogus. 

So, even without having overheard the 
MPCs meeting this week, it is easy to 
sketch out the discussion. On the one 
hand, the strength of the pound has de- 
pressed manufacturing and is starting to 
squeeze recorded export growth. The con- 
tribution from trade to growth wffl dedine 
sharply, especially against the background 
of the Asian crisis. This wifi keep global 
inflationary pressure weak, lb purely do- 


mestic monetary considerations, the Bank 
must also now add its responsibility to join 
other central banks in helping stabilise the 
world’s financial markets. 

On the other hand, spending in the 
shops and the two-thirds of consumer 
spending that occurs beyond the high 
street are displaying strong momentum. 
Pay settlements are creeping up, with Jan- 
uary an important bargaining month. 
Employment continues to dimb and peo- 
ple still have the pleasure of last year’s 
windfalls swelling their bank accounts. The 
boom may be over, but spending is not 
about to nosedive. 

Weighty evidence is probably required 
on one side of the balance or the other 
to justify action on interest rates —whether 
up or down - but it will always be a ques- 
tion of judgement in the end. For what it’s 
worth, the Committee should for the time 
being continue to err on the side of hawk- 
ishness. The point of having an indepen- 
dent central bank - especially in a 
historically inflation-prone country like the 
UK - is to be better safe than sorry. At 
this stage the risks of an overly lax mon- 
etary policy still outweigh Lhe risks of an 
overly cautious one. 

Moreover, policy makers need to be far 
more concerned nowadays with the pre- 
cise makeup of what inflationary pressures 
there are in the economy in making their 
interest rate decisons. Deflationary pres- 
sures in the world economy, and the strong 
pound, may be disguising a build up of in- 
flationary pressure elsewhere - in wages 
for instance. 


Severe wage inflation alongside failing corporations, with its consequent loss of 
prices for goods and services make a par- wealth and employment, looks like just 
tic ulari y dangerous combination with that. And-fo what extent does the preser- 
possibly serious consequences for long vatfon of international prosperity justify 


term growth and employment- This is foe . 
bogeyman the monetary policy commit- 
tee must most fear. Unfortunately k is OOI . 
at all dear what the Bank’s policy response 
ought to be should such a spectre make : 
an appearance. This is unknown territo- 
ry, even for central bankets with long ex- 
perience of control over interest rates. Kr 
the newly independent Bank of England 


piiftfog up huge amounts of money from 
the tfcvefoped world to prop up these semi 
corrupt economic and political systems? 

’ Rx rfstthbers of the Indonesian Gov- 
ansacnL a measure destrutaive of national 
prosperity plainly means most of the 
• conditions lhe IMF attaches to its support 
Indonesia’s “denial budget” of a few 
days back is pxxsbabfy the closest thing the 


devising the correct response is going to IMF has yet experienced, in recent his- 


bc. of vital importance. 

IMF must stick 
to its guns 


■ tory Anyway, to a smash and grab raid on 
its money. Indonesia has already drawn 
. on some of its IMF support. Now it is re- 
fed&g to go through with most of the 
IMF& conditional economic reforms and 
fftr &tening to default on its foreign debt 
. to bom. Meanwhile, the Indonesian bud- 
get. 2ms made the various little bits of 
cteatKte accounting used ty the Europeans 
Co Squeeze into Maastricht’s monetary 
.cdkief 'look positively benign by 


; President S uhar to is calling the IMF’s 


The International Monetary Fund has six 
main purposes, according to its last an- , 
nual report. Purpose five is defined as “to 
give confidence to members by making the 
general resources of the Food temporar- 
ily available to them under adequate safe 1 

guards, thus providing them with- ^ 

opportunity to correct maladjustments!^. - WsThave the money but no strings 

their balance of payments without itr- ^pteasevhfe'^sayiEg.- The IMF’s response 
sorting to measures destructive of rational V rfo Oi&efeaQrdinary piece of brinionan- 
or international prosperity”. *''<■* fSteragi u&ibe tar obvious one - to with- 

it is this last bit which seems to have d^s^^Snjyort until this silty little tin pot 
become the main bone of contention with -dic5iSdnx?mes to his senses. If the IMF 
the IMFs record breaking package of sap* ^ stk&s’fbgs sac defined purposes, that is 
port for the Tiger economies of the Ifer > what it . should be doing. The 

East Just what is a measure destructive ■ weWmg&ives a little room for debate on 
of national prosperity? Tb manyin fee Far ‘ ffos*^_nOEnracfL 
East, the enforced closure of banks gird * : ' if the IMF gives way on 


Indonesia, it will have to loosen its con- 
ditions for all the others too. Thailand and 
Malaysia certainly won’t be prepared to 
play balL The big daddy of the region’s 
Stricken economies. South Korea, win also 
be looking for big concessions. Unfortu- 
nately, it is not at all dear that intransi- 

gence is actually what the response is going 

to be. The crisis in the Far East is begin- 
ning to move from the economic to the 
political and in doing so the IMF may be 
forced to become overtly what it perhaps 

always has been covertty - a tool of US for- 
eign policy. 

We seem fast to be approaching terri- 
tory where IMF meets CIA. Investment 
bankers are taking over where the spooks 
left off, quite literally apparently, for Wall 
Street bankers are now more common vis- 
itors to the Whhebouse’s Situation Room 
than US foreign policy advisers. Maps and 
satellite spy pictures have been replaced 
with flip charts, budge try projections and 
capital flow diagrams^ 

As economic crisis degenerates into 
civil unrest, as it looks unnervingty likely 
to in Indonesia, the IMF" s resolve and wor- 
thy purposes are going to be tested to their 
limits. Is it going to stick to its guns and 
nse its money to drive through the eco- 
nomic reforms the region so desperately 
needs? Or is ft going to chicken out and 
in the interests of short-term national and 
international prosperity, pay up regard- 
less? This always looked like befog an in- 
terested year economically; the political 
and social implications of what’s hap- 
pening may be more far reaching still. 




Indonesia plunges 
deeper into crisis 
as ’Alice approach’ 
defies IMF terms 


■ +fjc - 




How Asia's economic 



affects UK projects 


Indonesia was left reeling 
yesterday as the financial markets 
plunged sharply for the third day 
running while fears were growing 
about President Suharto’s 
political future. Stephen Vines, 
in Hong Kong, says that analysts 
in the capital Jakarta can see 
no end to the crisis while 
the Government continues 
to defy the demands from 
the International Monetary 
Fund for tough action. 


Yesterday the local currency spiralled 
into free fall, plunging at one point by 25 
per cent before ending the day down IS 
per cent. This contributed to a fall which 
has wiped around one-third off the rupi- 
ah's value in the space of just three days. 

The stock market moved almost in 
tandem, with share prices dropping by 18 
per cent at a low in yesterday’s trading be- 
fore recovering at the close with prices 
down by 1 1.5 per cent. 

The country is awash with rumours about 
the situation. The army is on alert to crack 
down on signs of social unrest Shoppers, 
fearful of stagflation have besieged stores 
using up their money' before it looses any 
more of its value. Meanwhile, the govern- 
ment b showing few signs of having any idea 
of what to do about the economic meltdown. 
Following hard on the heels of Tuesday’s 
budget which was widely viewed as lack- 
ing in realism, the central bank yesterday 
dismissed the currency foil as no more than 
a temporary phenomenon. 

This “Aha: m Wonderland” approach, 
which includes an unwillingness to imple- 
ment the terms of the International Mon- 
etary Fund (IMF) package agreed less than 
three months ago. could result in a drying 
up of lhe funds from the rescue package. 
The IMF is meeting in Washington 
although Korea, rather than Indonesia, is 
on the agenda. 

When the Indonesian markets opened 
yesterday they were painfully aware of a 
warning from Lawrence Summers, the US 
Deputy Treasury Secretary, about the need 
for Indonesia to show its commitment to 
reforms agreed with the IMF. The next dis- 
bursement of the IMF bail-out, totalling 
$3bn, is due to be delivered in mid-March. 
It is now questionable whether the IMF will 
be prepared to hand over the money. 

This concern yesterday led Fitch IBCA, 
the credit agency, to downgrade Indone- 
sia’s long-term foreign currency, saving the 
tabling of unrealistic budget proposals 
“which publicly flout recently agreed 
targets with the IMF is a severe blow to 
confidence in Indonesia’s willingness to 
maintain appropriate economic policies”. 

In addition, Fitch IBCA said the dete- 
riorating economic situation raised polit- 
ical stresses within Indonesia, since the 
Suharto regime has drawn much of its le- 
gitimacy from economic success. Other fac- 
lois included the fact that export earnings 
you Id be hit by recent falls in oil prices, 
difle the banking sector could be affcct- 
rd as the plunging currency put pressure 
m the country’s corporate sector. 


The ripple effects of the Indonesian cri- 
sis have so far had the greatest impact ou 
neighbouring Singapore, which has dose 
economic ties with Indonesia. Yesterday 
share prices in Singapore fell tty 7 per cent, 
taking the Straits Times industrials index 
to its lowest point since 1991. 

Elsewhere in the region, fears of 
Indonesian contagion were high, partic- 
ularly in Hong Kong, which seems poised 
to raise interest rates at a bankers’ 
meeting today. Fears of a rate rise sent 
the Hang Seng Index down by almost 3 
per cent in a day of heavy and volatile 
trading. 

As Hong Kong share prices tumbled, 
the uncertainty over the fate of Peregrine 
Investment Holdings was prolonged. 
Hong Kong based Peregrine, one of 
Asia's fastest growing finance conglom- 
erates, admitted that Zurich Centre In- 
vestment's agreement to take a 24 per 
cent stake in Peregrine was being rene- 
gotiated. An announcement on the fate 
of the deal has been delayed until today. 
This increased speculation about the 
extent of Peregrine’s problems and its 
ability to secure outside investors to 
sustain its business. 

Elsewhere in the region the news was 
hardly brighter. Allhough in Korea both 
the stock market and the local currency 
showed timid signs of recovery on hopes 
that the nation's massive debts would be 
rolled over, proriding a badty needed 
breathing space. 

Even if the debts were rolled over in Ko- 
rea and other countries, including Thailand, 
the Philippines and Indonesia, whidi are 
under IMF- imposed austerity programmes, 
this would not solve the underlying prob- 
lems which brought their financial systems 
to their knees. 

An economist from a European bank 
based in Hong Kong said: “There's no con- 
fidence out there. These people don’t trust 
their own currencies and there’s no reason 
For them to do so.” 

Casting around for ways of stabilising 
Asian currencies, many local analysis have 
urged their governments to look at the pos- 
sibility of establishing currency boards, sim- 
ilar to that which operates in Hong Kong. 
Currency boards establish a fixed parity, 
usually with the US dollar and maintain 
that parity through squeezing liquidity out 
of tbc market at times of high activity and 
manipulating interest rates to support 
their currencies rather than defending them 
by buying back their own currencies in for- 
eign exchange markets. 

The priority, as seen by the decision 
makers at the IMF, is to ensure that banks 
are repaid. Governments have different 
priorities; in Asia they arc caught be- 
tween a rock and a hard place. Every exit 
route is marked with a variety of bard 
choices. 

Last night Lee Kyung-Shik. governor of 
flic Bank of Korea, called fora rollover of 
the country’s short-term debt, with re- 
payment delayed. Speaking after meetings 
with representatives of the Bank of Eng- 
land and Bank of France, he said South 
Korea has asked for a "delay, not a 
conversion" of its debL Some creditors have 
been seeking conversion of the debt to 
bonds, 

Outlook, this page 
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Big schemes threatened but holidays are cheaper 


Trade officials yesterday warned 
UK companies that more high- 
profile transport and 
infrastructure proj e cts in the 
Pacific Rim could be in jeopardy 
as the currency crisis gripping the 
region continued to deepen. 

However, holidaymakers and 
shoppers can look forward to a 
bonanza thanks to the devaluation 
In the Tiger economies. Michael 
Hanson and Andrew Totes report on 
the winners and losers from the 
Asian economic meltdown. 


A number of prestige projects have already 
been postponed in the area. Indonesia has 
scrapped 80 projects including a new air- 
port on the holiday island of Lumbak. 
Malaysia has deferred the Bakun dam, and 
the Hopewell Mass Rapid Transport rail 
system in Bangkok has been put on ice 
along wirh a new international airport. 


The Department of Trade and Industry 
is now advising UK con tractors and exporters 
to approach die region with a great dei more 
caution. A promotional video launched by 
the previous President of the Board of Trade, 
Ian Lang trumpeting the Tiger economics 
as the “Lands of Opportunity” is being 
remixed with a much more sober voice-over. 

“Wj remain confident of the region in the 
medium term but the crystal ball is certain- 
ty looking a lot madder in tbc short ten n,” 
said one senior UK trade official “There K 
no sign at the moment of default to any sig- 
nificant extent but we can't be sure of what 
is in the pipeline as people are only just be- 
ginning to realise the seriousness of iL You 
cannot rule out contracts being reneged on ‘ 
or projects curtailed as tbe crisis deepens.” 

Despite retrenching on many of their 
overseas investments, the South Koreans 
are pressing ahead with major domestic 
projects like the £LSba Inchon airport and 
the Seoul-Pusan high speed rail link on 
which GEC-Alsthom is a contractor. 

British Aerospace, which has a con- 
troversial £16Qm order tct supply Indone- 
sia with 16 Hawk trainer aircraft, said 


deliveries had not yet started but work was 
beginning on tbe order and there were no 
indications of any problems. 

The Association of Consulting Engi- 
neers said that the Asia Pacific region was 
by far the biggest growth area with the total 
value of contracts rising by 52 per cent to 
£52bfl in 1996. The consulting engineer Ovc 
Arup, one of tbe biggest firms operating 
in the area, said there was less work in the 
pipeline now. “The level of private work, 
like factories and offices is faltering but in- 
frastructure projects that are publicly 
funded are going ahead,” said Olivia 
Wheaton of Ove Arup’s business devel- 
opment department. 

There are no such worries for holiday- 
makers, who are jetting off to the region 
in their droves to take advantage of in- 
creased spending power. All (he major tour 
operators are seeing a rise in the number 
of customers wanting to take an exotic trip 
to Thailand or bask on the beach in Bali. 

“We are very pleased with Far East 
bookings ai lhe moment. We have seen a 
big increase in the number of passengers 
booking for the Far East in the last few 


months,” said a spokeswoman from First 
Choice, one of the country’s largest tour 
operators. “Holiday makers are waking up 
to the fact that they are going to get a deal 
once they get there.” 

A spokeswoman from Kuoni said; “The 
Far East has been better value than ever 
before.” It is not just cheaper prices of local 
food and drinks which are attracting hun- 
dreds of holiday makers. Tour operators 
have bees able to secure cheaper hotels 
and flights, bringing down the price of many 
package deals. The currency turmoil could 
also prompt tour operators tike Thomson 
to buy rivals in the Far East. 

Meanwhile shoppers could see prices 
of microwaves, CD players and white 
goods manufactured in the region tumble, 
according to economists and retail experts. 

“f t h i n k prices are almost bound to fait” 
said Martin Weale, director of the National 
Institute for Economic and Soda! Re- 
search. “In South Korea, the value of the 
currency has almost halved in die last year. 
How much this will filter through to the 
shops we don’t know but it would be ex- 
traordinary if none of it did.” 
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Abbey: At a glance 

Market value: El 02.6m, share price 265p (+ 25p) 


Five-year record 1993 

Turnover (IREm) 38.8 

Pre-tax profits (lR£m) 2.65 

Earnings per share (IRp) 4.06 

. Dividends per share (IRp) 2.0 

Construction sector against 
the market 

no- 
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No quick fix for 
housebuilders 

What is wrong with housebuilders? 
Here’s a sector that generated double- 
digit earnings growth last year, and is 
widely expected to repeat the trick in 
the coming year. Yet investors, who nor- 
mally love a good growth story, con- 
tinue to value the majority of the 
construction sector at a level normal- 
ly reserved for the most bombed-out 
conglomerates. In the past 12 months, 
the sector has underperformed the rest 
of the stock market by almost a fifth. 

A good example is Abbey, the tiny 
Anglo-Irish housebuilder, which yes- 
terday reported that interim profits 
more than doubled to IR£736rn. In the 
coming year it hopes to build 800 
houses - double the number of sales 
it completed in 1997. Yet, despite a 
good run, this kind of growth stock 
languishes on a forward p/e ratio of no 
more than 10. 

The reason, of course, is that nobody 
expects the growth to last. Investors 
badly burned their fingers on house- 
building stocks in the last recession and, 
to a lesser extent, in 1995. The widely 
held belief is that the current boom will 
inevitably crumble as higher land prices 
squeeze margins at the same time as ris- 
ing interest rates dampen demand. Ev- 
idence of a shortage of skilled brickies 
and a sharp increase in wage costs hasn’t 
helped investors' confidence. 

Paradoxically, then, a slowdown in 
the housing market could ease fears of 
an unsustainable boom and prove to 
be good news for housebuilding shares. 
Yesterdays statistics, which showed that 
bousing starts in November were flat 
on the same month in 1996, support the 
view that as many houses will be built 
in the coming year as in 1997. Some 
even think starts may fall slightly. 
Land price and wage inflation, mean- 
while, are not much of a worry outside 
a few hot spots in the South-east 

All this, combined with house price 
inflation in the coming year of about 
5 per cent, amounts to a gentle slow- 
down. Of course, margins will shrink 
slightly as the particularly cheap land 
prices of a few years ago work their way 
through the system. This can hardly be 
called a bust. But housebuilding shares 
are discounting a much sharper fall in 
margins. These fears look overdone. 

So housebuilding shares are cheap. 
While interest rates are on the rise. 


however, sentiment is unlikely to turn. 
And another round of consolidation is 
unlikely while depressed share prices 
rule out anything but a cash-funded bid. 
At some point, the housebuilding sec- 
tor will come good. Just don’t expect 
it to happen any time soon. 

Hi-Tec Sports 
runs into form 

For a company that seemed to be in con- 
tinual crisis until a couple of years ago. 
Hi-Tec Sports appears to have finally got 
its act together. The sports shoe com- 
pany which famously lost a finance 
director after just eight hours in the job 
in 1995, has been in and out of the red 
since then. But under Paul HarrisoD. 
chief executive, it now looks on more 
solid foundations. 

Sales are static but the real growth 
has come from margins which have risen 
from 30.7 percent to 317 per cent This 
growth has boosted profits by one-third 
to £1.2m in the six months to October. 


Margins have been driven by a shift in 
trends away from “commodity" white 
trainers where the markets are domi- 
nated by Reehok. Nike and Adidas to 
so-called “brown” shoes. These are the 
suede or soft-leather shoes used for hik- 
ing and rambling and which command 
much higher margins. More efficient pro- 
duction methods have also helped. 

Hi-Tec is doing well in the US, where 
it is a strong brand name in brown shoes. 
Profits there trebled to £l-5m on sales up 
by 11 per cent. The UK market was 
diffi cult in white trainers because Hi-Tec 
has to compete as a lower-priced alter- 
native to Nike et aL Profits rose slightly, 
boasted again by the brown-shoe market. 

The trouble spots for Hi-Tfec have been 
continental Europe, where profits were 
ravaged by the strong pound and weak 
economies. And its rest-of-ihe- world di- 
virion has also suffered. due in part to the 
financial turmoil in the Far East 

Looking ahead, Hi-Tec will have to 
start growing sales soon as the margin 
improvements cannot last forever. But 
there remains scope for growth, partic- 
ularly in the US. where new management 
has been in place for only a year. 


On Greig Middleton's full-year 
forecast of £4m the shares - up a pen- 
ny to 47.5p yesterday - trade on a 
forward rating of just 8. Hi-Tec oper- 
ates in such a cut-throat market that 
dangers always lie in wait but there 
could be some upside. 

Hire is healthy for 
Goode Durrant 

Van-hire specialist Goode Durrant is 
motoring along in the fast lane thanks 
to a buoyant economy and strong 
growth from acquisitions and new 
depot openings. After disposing of sev- 
eral peripheral businesses it bas 
returned to profit and has achieved 
strong earnings growth over the last 
few years. 

In the six months to October profit 
rose 14 per cent to £ 17.4m thanks to 
a rise in its fleet, which grew from 
16,000 to 20.000 in the last eight 
months of 1 , ^s»7. 

Half of that rise came from 
opening new depots ai Milton Keynes 
and Cardiff and the rest from the 
acquisition ofTDG. its smaller rival. 
The deal has slowed earnings growth 
in the first half and dampened 
margins but should bring longer- 
term benefits. 

One worry is that acquisitions 
pushed interest charges up 70 per cent 
to £4.8m in the first half, but interest 
cover is still a healthy 4.6 times. Hire 
charges are holding steady and the 
cost of new vehicles has been edging 
down, which is good news for Goode 
Durrant. Ravenstock Tam. the equip- 
ment hire division, is also doing well, 
with profits up a fifth to £1.6ra. 

This is a competitive industry in 
which the Americans are becoming big 
players, but Goode Durrani's 9 per 
cent market share makes it one of the 
major operators. The growing trend 
tor companies to outsource transport 
needs should help maintain demand 
even if the economy as a whole begins 
to slow this year. 

Analysts are expecting full year 
profits to reach £30m. rising to £35.4m 
and 41. 4p a share in 1998-99. The 
shares edged up 5p to 500p yesterday 
which rates them on an undemanding 
13.6 times this year's earnings and just 
12 times next year's earnings. Even 
after a great run they still look 
attractive. 


Granada stands firm on 


extra payouts to directors 


Granada, the media and 
hotels group, insisted 
yesterday that it would 
stand firm against 
investor anger over its 
decision to pay £374,000 
in compensation to 
directors for shortening 
their service contracts. 

As the row intensified, 
one institution suggested 
that the wealthiest 
members of the board 
should give the money to 
chanty. Nigel Cope , City 
Correspondent reports- 

G ran a da said yesterday that it 
had not received a single com- 
plaint from investors about the 
payments, which were revealed 
in the group's annual report 
“We pride ourselves on our in? 
vestor relations and if any fund 
manag ers would like further de- 
tails we would be delighted to 
meet them." 

However, several investors 
do plan to register complaints 
over the payments, which they 
regard as unnecessary and 
“grubby" - the son of thing 
associated with “scruffy com- 


panies 7 ' rather than a blue chip 
name like Granada. 

One senior fund .manager, 
who asked not to be named? 
suggested, that the senior di- 
rectors such as the chairman. 
Gerry Robinson, should give 
their payments to charity. ‘I 
would have thought a suitable 
charity could be found to re- 
move this $tain on the com- 
pany’s character.” 

The. company refused to 
comment on this possibility, 
saying it was a matter that 
should be discussed directly 
between the company and the 
institution. 

The fund manager added; 
-"We don’t like this issue at alL 
It sends out all the wrong aguals 
and we will take it upwith the 
company to learn more. These 
guys are extremely well paid 
these days and receive all sorts 
of fringe benefits not available to 
mere mortals. And yet they are 
grubbing around for the last ■ 
ha’p enn y. I would have thought 
Gerry Robinson would have 
risen above it but obviously not.” 

The payments were made in 
return for shortening the di- 
rectors’ notice periods in the 
event of takeover from three 
years to two. Each payment was 
the equivalent to two months 


salarv. This means that Mr 
Robinson was paid £138,334 
and chief executive. Charles 
Mien got £110, 000; -Three 
other directors were paid sums 
between £35,000 and £52,000. 
The payments means /that 
Gerry Robinson received more 
than £lm last year. His salary 
and bonus payments amounted 
to £857,000 and he received a 
pensions payment of £53,000. 

Institutions only discovered 
the payments in the a iinna l re- 
port, which was posted just be- 
fore Christmas- As changes to 
directors’ service contracts are 
not required to be voted upon 
at an annual meeting they have 
had no say in the matter. 

Granada remains a daman t 
that it has done nothing wrong. 
It said: “The remuneration 
committee felt that the value of 
the contracts bad been eroded 
and felt that the management 
should be compensated." 

Some Institutions have re- 
mained sanguine over the issue. 
“We are not getting too exer- 
cised about it,” one said. “It is 
a matter for the remuneration 
committee." Granada said it 
had no plans for formal meet- 
ings with investors to explain the 
issue but would be happy to 
arrange briefings if requested. 


Allied Textiles shares surge on bid talks 


Shares in Allied Textiles surged 
33 per cent yesterday after the 
group disclosed it was in bid 
talks with an un- named group 
that includes some of the com- 
pany’s directors. 

The company, which makes 
yarn, fabrics and carpets 
through various subsidiaries, 
made the announcement as it 
said pre-tax profits for the year 
to the end of September rose to 
£ib_3m from£I5.9m in the pre- 
vious 12 months. 

The possible bid follows a 
profit warning in November, 
when the company's an- 
nouncement that it had dis- 
covered financial irregularities 
sent its share price tumbling 


18 per cent, and comes as the 
strong pound continues to ham- 
per exports. 

Peter Morrison, an analyst at 
Granville Davies, said the com- 
pany could sell for between 175p 
and ISOp a share, valuing it at 
around £125m. The shares dosed 
today at 165-5p, a gain of 4Up. 

“If the management were to 
get it for much less than that 1 
would have thought share- 
holder were capitulating quite 
weakly," he said. The company 
enjoyed a good market position 
in the UK and “quite a nice po- 
sition" in North America. 

The company said it had set 
up a committee of independent 
directors to consider the offer. 


nnH had appointed Credit Suisse 
First Boston as its adviser. 

Allied said its sales rose to 
£23 1.7m from £227m as earnings 
per share rose to l&iip from 
16Jp. “The company continues 
to trade well and we look forward 
to additional production capac- 
ity coming on stream during the 
current financial year. are an- 
ticipating that the current year’s 
outcome will be satisfactory." 

Allied said last autumn that 
“serious accounting irregulari- 
ties” worth about £2J$m would 
cut 1997 profit prompting its 
shares to fall 18 per cent But 
for those difficulties it would 
have exceeded market fore- 
casts of £19m in pretax profit 


The Time Showroom^ 

Sale is Now On 
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Come to the Time Computers' Sale at your local 
Time showroom and youTt get the best value for 
money In the land. 

We mate all our PCs in the UK 

We design and make all the PCs we sell including 
our award winning Colossus and Ometp brands. 

We manufacture in Britain, employing over 700 
staff, and can Incorporate the latest PC technology 
to give you better specifications at lower prices. 

We cut out the middeman 

We sell to you (fired because, with no 
middleman, it means lower prices for you. Our own 
Showroom staff who specialise only In PC systems 
serve you directly and can give you better advice to 
enable you to seiea the right system. 

Tty before you buy 

Visit your local Showroom and take a closer look 
at the quality and performance of our systems. 
Pfdt-up our PC Buyer's Guide and speak to our 
staff who wiO give sound specialist advice. In 
jargon-free plain English, what you ask fork. 

We get you started 

Our PCs are pro-conllgjred and ready for use 
with preloaded software. Simply plug in and switch 
on Our unique 90 minute video trainer and user 
guide covers all aspects of normal PC usage and 
can be more useful than a visit from a home 
instructor as you can watch hand learn from it at 
your own pace, ai times con vert rent to you. 

10 years of service and support 

Our service is also diced and we have been 
serving customers for over 10 years. Who else can 
provide the best service but the people who 
designed and built your PC? Each Showroom has 
trained technicians and a Service Centre h 
addition to di reel hotline support to your home. 

Money back gu ara nt ee 

Buy with conlidence and complete peace of 
mind. We believe our products, services and prices 
represent the best value in die UK. If you are not 
happy for whatever reason, you can return your PC 
to us within 14 days for a full refund excluding 
delivery costs. 
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Watmoughs puts 
second stage of 
defence in motion 


Watmoughs, the printing 
company which is 
fighting off a £l88m 
hostile bid from 
Canadian rival Quebecor, 
launched the second 
stage of its defence 
yesterday by emphasising 
its growth potential and 
hinting that 1997 profits 
would be better than 
expected. Peter Thai Larsen 
reports on latest salvoes 
in the continuing battle. 

In the second document posied 
to shareholders since Quebecor 
announced its bid in December. 
Watmoughs pointed to the 
strong growth in its markets in 
recent years, fuelled by factors 
like the increase in newspaper 
supplements and the rise of su- 
permarket loyalty magazines. 
The group also painted a rosy pic- 
ture of its future, pointing to the 
healthy growth prospects for its 
operations in Spain and Hungary. 

Meanwhile, Watmoughs 
dropped a strong hint that prof- 
its for the year to last Decem- 
ber would be stronger than 
previously expected. Wat- 
moughs is expected to publish 
a profit forecast as part of its fi- 
nal bid defence, which is due 
□ext week. 

However. Quebecor imme- 
diately hit back by stressing 
V^tmoughs’ dismal recent prof- 
it and share price performance. 
“If they can only achieve a 
halving of the share price in such 
favourable conditions, what will 


they achieve in the more diffi- 
cult markets of today and to- 
morrow?" asked Charles 
Cavcll. President and Chief 
Operating Officer of Que- 
becer’s international division. 

Watmoughs’ share price was 
unchanged at 279.5p - a 22 -5p 
premium to the value of Que- 
becor ’s cash offer - suggesting 
that investors think the preda- 
tor will have to raise its bid in 
order to win. Most observers 
argue that the current bid 
undervalues Watmoughs. 

“It's round one to Wat- 
moughs," said Henderson 
Crosthwaite analyst Louise Bar- 
ton. “Whatever valuation you 
use the current bid is loo low." 

Nevertheless, few observers 
expect Watmoughs to retain its 
independence. They point to 
management succession prob- 
lems - long-serving chief exec- 
utive Patrick Walker returned to 

- the job from semi-retirement 
last year when his successor re- 
signed, and he has already an- 
nounced his intention to step 
down after two years. As a re- 
sult, Whunoughs shareholders 
are thought to be reluctant to 

- wholly reject a bid. Analysts sug- 

- gest an increased offer of 
t around 300p a share would be 

- enough for victory. 

i What’s more, Quebecor’s 

- options are limited. Although 
the group says it plans to build 
a UK business from scratch if 
it does not secure Watmoughs, 
observers dismiss the suggestion 

• that it would invest in expensive 
printing equipment before it 
had won any clients. 

“That idea is completely 
barmy.” said one. 
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GEC to raise more than 
£l00m from sales 

GEC, the UK defence engineering group in the throes of a 
shake-up. will raise more than £100m through the sale of a 
number of business units from its industrial group, it said yes- 
terday. The sales were part of a divestment programme flagged 
by managing director George Simpson in July 1997. 

Agreements have been signed with buyers for distribu- 
tion and trading operations in Australia. New Zealand and 
Ireland. The Australia and New Zealand distribution and trad- 
ing units will be sold to Rexel SA, the world's largest elec- 
trical equipment distributor. The sale of the Ireland 
distribution and trading unit to Olive Holdings, a company 
under common control with Edmundson Electrical, is con- 
ditional upon the approval of the Irish Minister for Enter- 
prise, Trade and Employment. 

Babcock wins £30m refit 

Defence engineering company Babcock International Group 
. has been awarded a £30m contract from tbe Ministry of 
Defence to refit the type 42 destroyer HMS Southampton at 
Rosyth. The company said work would start on 12 January 
and would last until the spring of 1999. 

BAe and Saab link up 

British Aerospace and Saab yesterday unveDed a business 
partnership based around their bid to supply the South African 
government with Gripen fighter aircraft. The Gripen pro- 
posal is part of a larger defence package being negotiated 
by the UK Government in response to the South African de- 
fence ministry request for tenders to supply fighters. Corvette 
warships and battle tanks. It will be several months before 
South Africa makes a decision but the deals could benefit 
GEC GKN and Vickers. 

Power station deal 

National Power yesterday confirmed that it had been 
granted exclusive negotiating rights to develop a $15bn coal- 
fired power station in Zimbabwe, the generator's first big in- 
vestment in Africa. The group said it would invest up to $400m 
in the project, which includes the mining giant RTZ, giving 
it a controlling stake of between 60 per cent and 80 percent. 
The Zimbabwe Electricity Supply Authority would own a fur- 
ther 20 per cent of the venture. 

Lucas buys in Brazil 

Lucas Verity, industrial component maker, confirmed yesterday 
it had paid £70m in cash for all the shares in Brazilian brake 
maker Freios \higa it did not already own. LucasVarify already 
held 34 per cent of Freios Vferga and had been in talks with 
the firm since October to raise its stake. Freios Varga is South 
America’s largest brakes manufacturer, with sales fertile nine 
months to September 1997 of £149m. 

Rolls-Royce safes climb 

Sales of Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars climbed 10 per cent in 
1997, the fourth year in a row it has achieved growth, parent 
company \ r tckeis said today; The figures came as a bid for RoDs- 
Roy« Cars by a group of enthusiasts who want to prevent the 
luxury brands Ming info the hands of BMW; was expected to 
be announced. Vickers said a total of 1,918 Rolls-Royces and 
Bentleys were sold, compared with 1,744 in 19%. The strongest 
demand came from the UK, with turnover jumping 38 percent 
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BG hits new peak amid hopes of further cash handouts 



MARKET REPORT ®C stepped OO the gas as 

stories of further cash hand- 
outs and takeover action 
swirled around the stock mar- 
ket- The shares climbed 13.75p 
to 305p, a new peak. 

Tradingwas heavy with the 
order-driven system account- 
ing for around one third of the 
nFRFlf PATM near 19 million turnover. 

UtKtR PAIN TheformerBritishGasas- 

. tonished many observers when 

it geared up to return £1 -3bn 
to its investors through the ^B” 
share route last year. 

The subsequent disposal 
programme is running ahead 
of estimates. It is now expected 
to realise comfortably more 
than £Ibn. perhaps even 
£l-5bn, from asset sales by the 
middle of the year compared 
with earlier expectations of a 
few hundred million pounds. 

The BG sales bandwagon 
has alerted the market to the 
possibly that the group will find 
itself with so much surplus cash 
it will feel obliged to return 


value to shareholders although 
there is a sneaking feeling it 
will adopt the share buy-back 
course. 

The group, now largely an 
oil and gas explorer and pro- 
ducer. saw analysts from 
Deutsche Morgan Grenfell 
who reiterated their buy rec- 
ommendation. Other analysts 
are keen on the stock. 

Last year BG was one of 
the best performing blue chips. 
At one time the shares 
bumped along at around 150p. 

There is persistent specu- 
lation that its growing oil and 
gas interests are making it in- 
creasingly attractive to the oil 
goliaths. The current name in 
the frame is Shell, little 
changed at 420-?p. 

Centrica, the gas operation 
split from BG in February, was 
also in form, gaining 2.75p to 
93.75p. reflecting the resolu- 
tion of the last of its North Sea 
take and pay deals. 

For much of the session the 


market was in ebullient form: 
trading was busy with turnover 
easily exceeding 1 billion shares. 
Wbnies about the Rir East, par- 
ticularly Indonesia, arose as 
New York put on a shaky per- 
formance during London hours. 
Besides the tiger economies 
American investors displayed 
their usual sensitivity over the 
highly volatile payroll figures, 
chie today. 

Unchanged domestic in- 
terest rates came as no sur- 
prise. The 72.3 points early 
Footsie gain was largely in an- 
ticipation of a standstill. At ibe 
close the index was clinging 
rather uncertainly to a 13 gain 
at 5,237.1. Supporting shares 
were firm. 

Retailers were more posi- 
tive as trading reports sug- 
gested the festive shopping 
spree was rather better than 
earlier indications. Even so 
there remains a nagging worry 
that one or two nasties lurk. 

Upbeat comments from 


jeweller Signet created a 3Jp 
sparkle to 33.25p: Majestic 
Wuie, with takeover gossip 
mingling with trading 
progress, bubbled 20p higher 
to 42 Up. Two yet to report. 
Next and Dixons, attracted 
buyers. Next gained 20p to 
725p; Dixons lOp to 587p. 

British Aerospace, planning 
to cut its 21 per cent stake in 
the Orange mobile telephone 
group, ruse 24p to i.790p. A 

Share spotlight 

share price, pence 
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BZW warning that profit down- 
gradings could be on the way 
lowered British Airways 18p to 
585p. Nflcko. however, re- 
mains bullish, giffleqing the 
shares are worth buying. 

Securicor collected another 
buy circular, this time from 
ABN Amro Hoare Govett. 
The shares climbed U5p to 
325p with Hoare suggesting a 
400p target. NatWesi Securi- 
ties and SBC Whrburg helped 
BT lip higher to 500.5p. 

British Petroleum's recovery 
continued with a 12p gain to 
790p. Morgan Stanley reckons 
the shares should go to 875p. 

SomerfieM had another run. 
The supermarket chain, which 
struggled to get its flotation away 
in 1996, rose lip to a 230-5p 
peak. Shortly after its share sale 
the price feil to 147_5p. 

Food retailers have been 
romping ahead, prompting 
comments that they are be- 
coming dangerously over- 
valued. MucbofSomerfield’s 


display is due to a simple 
catching-up process but in the 
present fevered atmosphere in 
the industry there is, in- 
evitably, the suggestion that it 
could be a bid target. 

One idea is that Asda could 
switch its ambitions to Somer- 
field if it has to abandon hs pur- 
suit of Safeway, up 15p to 353p. 
Asda slipped 3.75p to 182p. 

Scotia caused a little ex- 
citement among the biotccbs 
with the Swedish launch of its 
weight loss product. The 
shares hardened 22.5p to 
325p. ML Laboratories, in 
the biotech sickbay, gained 9p 
to 99p. The shares once 
touched 468.75p. 

Allied Ifextfles, the latest 
second-liner to provoke bid 
action, jumped 41. 5p to 
165_5p. A management huy- 
out seems the likely outcome. 

Fairway, the printing and 
stationery group, shaded to 
67 .5p after the signalled bidder 
moved in with a £28 .2m strike. 


TAKING STOCK 

Disposal rumours lifted 
Sketchley. The shares rose 
6p to 46p with 7 million of 
them traded. The group has 
said it intends to sell its 
SupaSnape and Sketchier 
dry cleaning chains to 
concentrate on business 
services. A spokesman 
refused to say whether talks 
are under way. 

South Country Homes, a 
residential property minnow, 
jumped 13.5p to 4825p. One 
story is that Sandy 
.Anderson, the former 
Porterbrook leasing group 

chief, bas bo ill a 27 per cent 
stake. Whether Richard 
Grogan still has 28 per cent 
is unclear. 

Stephen Dean, chairman or 
Dean Corporation, is 
thought to have lifted his 
interest in the building 
services and maintenance 
group to 36.44 per cent, 
buying 680,000 shares at 
10p; market price is 12p. 


E« on bid talks 
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22/BUSINESS 


Construction leaders looking to 
Brown for a lift from the Budget 



The Construction Confederation warned that the recovery in the industry remained 
patchy with growth likely to slow next year unless action was taken to stimulate demand 


Building industry leaders 
yesterday called on 
Gordon Brown, the 
Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, to use this 
year’s Budget to expand 
the Private Finance 
Initiative and training 
programmes and abolish 
the landfill tax. 

Michael Harrison looks at 
the first of the many 
business submissions 
that will hit the 
Chancellor's desk over 
the next two months. 

In its annual Budget represen- 
tation. the Construction Con- 
federation warned that the 
recovery in the industry re- 
mained patchy with growth like- 
ly to slow next year unless action 
was taken to stimulate demand. 

The confederation urged 
the Chancellor to chann el more 
capital receipts into the PFT to 
generate work where there was 
spare capacity and restore the 
cuts in training funds for 18- to 
24-year-olds to bolster the 
industr/s stalls base. 

It also called fora reduction 
in VAT on renovations and 
housing alterations, an exten- 
sion of capital allowances to all 
commercial buildings, and a 
review of Capital Gains Tax. 

Ian Deslandes, the confed- 


eration’s chief executive, said: 
“Whilst continuing growth in 
construction output is expect- 
ed in 1998 and 1999, the latest 
forecasts suggest that growth 
will be slower than previously 
anticipated. This is disturbing 
given the clear need for 
improvements to the nation's 
environment-” 

He added that, in light of the 
marked differences in output 
between different regions of die 
country and even different 
firms operating in the same 
area, it was essential that the 
Budget did not jeopardise what 
remained a patchy recovery. 

Calling for a review of the 
landfill tax, the confederation 
argued that it had not worked 
in the way intended and had 
triggered a 75 per cent increase 
in fly-tipping. The confedera- 
tion represents an industry ac- 
counting for more than 5 per 
cent of national output and 
employing 1.4 milli on people. 

The confederation's latest 
trade survey revealed a marked 
slowdown in output in the third 
quarter of last year. The survey 
reported a balance of 14 per 
cent of companies reporting 
higher growth between July 
and September - down on the 
level in (he previous quarter. 
Housing output in the public 
sector fell by 2 per cent during 
the quarter compared with a 
year ago while output in new 
public sector construction pro- 
jects fell by 19 per cent com- 


pared with the same period a 
year earlier. 

figures published yesterday 
by the Government show that 
housebuilding remains static, 
with 14.000 new starts in No- 
vember 1997 - the same as a 
year ago. Meanwhile, the num- 


ber of new homes completed 
fell from 15.700 to 15.200. 

The confederation said busi- 
ness optimism remained buoy- 
ant ewer the next 12 months with 
54 per cent of firms projecting 
higher growth. But this masks 
wide regional variations with 


Scotland, for instance, expect- 
ed to continue falling deeply. 

A balance of 26 per cent of 
companies expect to lake on 
more labour but an increasing 
number are reporting skills 
shortages - hence the call for 
more training programmes. 


British Aerospace aiming to sell part of £630m stake in Orange 


British Aerospace is seeking to 
sell part of its £630m stake in 
Orange, the UK's third largest 
mobile phone network. 

It emerged that new provi- 
sions in Orange's banking 
covenants allow British Aero- 
space, which owns 21 per cent 
of the operator, to sell a much 
bigger chunk of its sharehold- 
ing than previosuly permitted. 


The change came last month 
when Orange refinanced its 
borrowing with a £1.75bn debt 
facility. 

Under the new financing 
deal BAe could sell all of its 
stake in Orange, as long as 1 per 
cent of the shareholding was 
bought by Hutchison Wham- 
poa, the Hong Kong conglom- 
erate which owns 49 per cent 


of the mobile group. The 
covenants allow the two in- 
vestors to cut their stake to 50 
per cent, compared with the 
minim um shareholding of 62.5 
per cent in the previous fi- 
nancing arrangements. 

The news boosted BAe’s 
shares, which jumped 24p yes- 
terday, to £17.90. Orange 
shares also rose 0_5p to 251p. 


BAe confirmed it intended 
to cut its stake in Orange, 
worth £630m. but denied spec- 
ulation that it wanted to sell its 
entire investment. “Over time 
we want to drift down to a 
stake which would be a shade 
under 20 per cent. But we've 
got no plans at this stage to 
reduce our holding," said a 
spokesman. 


Hutchison bought a mobile 
company from BAe in 1991. 
leaving the defence and 
aerospace group with 30 per 
cent of the business which 
eventually became Orange. 
BAe's shareholding was 
reduced to 21 percent when the 
mobile operator floated on the 
stock market in 1996. 

- Chris Godsmark 
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Congratulations to Phillip Bassett, former in- 
dustrial editor of The Times, who this week 
moved into Number 10 to help launch a new 
strategic communications unit for the Gov- 
ernment. 

The hig h powered unit, consisting of half 
a dozen special advisers and civil servants, is 
due to be officially unveiled next week and 
will answer directly to Tony Blair. 

The Mountfieid Report published last 
November recommended that the Govern- 
ment Information Service should set up a body 
to communicate ideas and strategy across the 
whole of government, and Mr Bassett's new 
unit is the result. 

Mr Bassett is already well known as a 
cheerleader for New Labour. His wife 
Baroness Symons of Vembam Dean speaks 
on behalf of Labour in the Lords as Under- 
secretary of Slate at the Foreign Office. 

Which reminds me that almost exactly two 
years ago Mr Bassett was the cause of a spat 
in the House of Commons between Michael ■ 
Portillo and Harriet Hannan. 

Mr Portillo, then Employment Secretary, 
flourished a fax of an article Mr Barrett had 
written for The Times, not yet published, which 
predicted that Mr Portillo was about to in- 
troduce a more emollient method of mea- 
suring unemployment. Mr Portfllo alleged that 
dealing articles with Labour was Mr Bassett's 
habit, quoting a note from him on the fax: *Td 
be grateful if you could keep this under your 
hat." 

An indignant Ms Harman said that the 
piece was an exclusive sent so that she could 
make a comment for publication. Mr Portillo 
drily regretted that be did not receive the same 
service. He had got his bands on the fax 
because Mr Bassett had sent it to Philip 
Oppenheim, the Employment Minister, by 
mistake. 

I trust Mr Bassett won't make any similar 


mistak es in Number 10. Mr Campbell would, 
have his head on a spike. 

Dr Alan Gillespie, a managing director of 
Goldman Sachs International in London, is 
to head up the Northern Ireland Industrial 
Development Board (IDB). 

■ The work will involve two days a week fijr 

Dr Gillespie, anative of Northern Ireland, who 

is based in Goldman’s investment bankingser- 
vices division, dealing with dient relationships. 
He recently worked on the BAT merger with 
Zurich. 

Described by a colleague as a genial goll 
fanatic^ Dr Gillespie joined Goldman in 1986 
after 10 years with Citicorp. • 

Speaking yesterday; Dr Gillespie empha- 
sised that economic and political development 
in Northern Ireland walked hand in band: 
“Right now, and in the light of events which 
have occurred in recent days, it is essential 
that all political, community and business 
leaders engage with each other. They should 
do so with urgency and a commitment that 
the political process should be advanced by 
exclusively peaceful means." 

Nestle, the Swiss based confectionery com- 
pany, said yesterday that it deeply regretted 
the death on Wednesday of David Harris, 
former chairman and chief executive of 
Nestle UK, after a fight against cancer which 
began in the late summer of 1996. 

Mr Harris beaded the UK subsidiary 
until last September when he asked -to step 
down. Pfeter Blackburn, current chairman and 
chief executive of Nestle UK, said yesterday: 
“We would like to record the company’s deep 
appreciation of the contribution which David 
has made over almost 35 years.” 

Mr Harris joined Nestle in 1963 and was 
heavily involved in the coffee tide of the busi- 
ness in the 1970s and 1980s, and helped bed 
down the acquisition of Rosratree. He attained 
the top job in February 1996. 

The Government could be forced to rename 
its individual savings account (ISA) or face 
the anger of British Muslims, according to 
Financial Adviser magazine. 

Some Muslims are. concerned that the 
acronym ISA has an identical pronunciation 
to Issa, the Koranic name for Jesus, whom 
Islam reveres as a prophet. 

Under Islamic law using an ISA would be 
prohibited anyway, since usury is forbidden. 
The Muslim parliament in Britain has made 
representations to the Treasury, which says 
that “people are entitled to pat forward the jr 
views in line with the consultation process.” 

The consultation process for ISAs ends on 
30 January. 

There will soon be over 3,000 people in this 
country who have lived in three centuries, ac- 
cording to the actuarial profession. Not 
many people know that. 
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raeme Smith. Is likely to eschew the 400 metres freestyle in Perth to remain fresh for swimming's marathon event, the 1500m 


Michael Steele/Empics 


^"he toughness of the long-distance swimmer 


Graeme Smith must be 
mad, or a masochist; or 
both. The long-distance 
swimmer earned his 
Olympic 1500 metres 
bronze medal by dint of 
ferociously hard work, 
and more of the same has 
made him one of Britain’s 
best hopes for success in 
Perth at the World 
^Championships. 

' r tkjy Hodgson spoke to him. 


How many 50-metre lengths 
could you swim before mind- 
•numbing boredom, never mind 
tiredness, set in?*flveniy, perhaps 
30 on a good day. Graeme Smith 
ploughed up and down Stockport 
Metro’s pool 2,180 times a few 
weeks ago. 109,000 metres in the 
space of a week. 

.Ail world-class swimmers 
pound at the pool for hour after 
hour, but Smith hasio endure - 
this water torture for longer 
than most because he is in the 


hardest event of all, Lhe sport’s 
equivalent of the marathon. 
Throw in weightlifting sessions 
and you get an idea of the pun- 
ishment be inflicts on himself. 

Not without reward, though. 
Smith won a bronze medal in the 
1,500 metres at (he Atlanta 
Olympics and, at 21, is the right 
age to be among Britain’s best 
hopes of turning the currency 
into gold in Sydney in two years’ 
time. It is not beyond the realms 
of possibility, either, that he 
might arrive at the 2000 Games 
as the world champion courtesy 
of his work in Perth next week. 

The World Championships 
began on Wednesday - though 
the swimming programme itself 
does not start until Monday— and 
Smith and Paul Palmer, the two 
medallists in Atlanta, remain 
the country’s bright prospects. 
Ah, Palmer, I can hear you 
thinking, I remember him, but 
Smith? Whsn’t she the irish- 
woman who won all those golds 
at Atlanta? 

'■ Having the same surname as 
Michelle hardly helped the pro- 
file of Britain’s Smith at the last 


Olympics, but although the 
record books do not show it, the 
Scottish swimmer was not far 
away from becoming a gold 
medallist. He thought he would 
be when he entered the pool for 
the final in Atlanta and he still 
believes he should be now. 

“People ask me if I was hap- 
py with the bronze and looking 
back 1 suppose I am. I’m proud 
that I was among only 15 or 16 
Britons who got a medal but at 
the time I was gutted. My friends 
told me I looked like I was go- 
ing to hit Shanron Davies when 
she interviewed me for the BBC 
afterwards. 

“It was only when I got back 
to Manchester Airport arrivals 
lounge and all my friends start- 
ed cheering that it struck me that 
Td done anything impressive. It’s 
other people who make you re- 
alise what you've done.” 

The reason why Smith was fu- 
rious with himself was Kieren 
Perkins. The Australian is the 
double Olympic champion at 
1,500 “metres and ~tris“worid 
record is 20 seconds faster than 
anyone else has ever covered the 


distance, but at Atlanta be only 
j’usl qualified for the final in last 
place. 

He was hardly out of Smith's 
mind - “when he got through I 
thought ‘Oh. no. you can never 
count this guy out of il - but 
he was out of sight in lane eight 
and had established a race-win- 
ning lead before the supposed- 
ly faster swimmers in the centre 
were aware of him. 

“It wasn’t until the turn at 400 
metres that I noticed, “Oh God 
he's so far ahead'. By 500 I 
knew the gold medal was his un- 
less he blew up completely." 
That jolt, plus the effort of try- 
ing to chase Perkins, meant that 
Smith was pipped for silver by 
500th of a second by another 
Australian. Dan Kowalski. The 
long chase, as the leader was 
slowly but not completely reeled 
in, and the race for silver, made 
it one of the best races in the 
Georgia Tech Aquatic Centre. 

Time has brought a sense of 
proportion with it, and Smith 
concedes that if he had to be fin- 
ger-tipped away from a place it 
was better to have not been so 


close to gold or to have been 
pipped for a medal at all. But 
knowing that gold could have 
been his is why he goes in the 
pool every morning. It is why he 
has continued with a sport that, 
despite lottery money, barely 
rewards its athletes. 

“I’m probably worse off than 
I was before." he said. “1 get one 
big grant now. whereas before 1 
had three or four. People think 
that Olympic medallists are 
rolling in it but it just isn't the 
case. My fear is that well go to 
Sydney, not do as well as we are 
expected to do and everyone will 
wonder why the money's been 
spent. If it wasn’t for the prospect 
of an Olympic gold Td have prob- 
ably given up the sport" 

Another spur in Perth is that 
Perkins did not qualify, the frailty 
that was hidden so emphatical- 
ly in the Olympic final having 
floated to the surface. "I’ve no 
idea how Kieren Unproved so 
much in Atlanta,” Smith said. “I 
spoke to him after and he said 
he’d been practising a longer 
stroke in the heats and when we 
got to half-way he fell rubbish. 


He went back to his old style and 
suddenly it clicked again. 

“He was my hero, no, he still 
is. You’ve got to admire what he’s 
done. Double Olympic champi- 
on. world champion and world 
record holder, he’s awesome re- 
ally. It will make a difference that 
he’s not going to be at lhe World 
Championships. You can be 
ranked No 1 in the world but you 
know he’s swum 22 seconds 
fester than I’ve ever done. In the 
back of your mind you know that 
if he hits his best the gold medal 
is his. In Perth it’s going to be 
wide open ” 

Smith has qualified to swim 
in the 400m freestyle, too - the 
event in which Palmer got his 
Olympic silver - but as many of 
his rivals for the 1500m are rac- 
ing in that event, he might rest 
for the longer race. “They could 
take something out of them- 
selves.” he said. “If I'm fresh it 
might make the difference." 

As Smith flew out with the 
British squad for the World 
Championships on Boxing Day. 
rest Is relative. Perhaps just 1.000 
lengths this week. 


Palmer leads the 
way as Britain 
look to the future 


Medals are notoriously 
hard to come by at 
World Championships. 
But as preparations 
continue for the 
swimming disciplines in 
Perth, the British are 
more concerned with 
blooding their promising 
youngsters.Jomes Parrack 
reports. 


“Show me the money." cried the 
British team after their disaster 
in Atlanta last year. Now the fi- 
nancial lap has finally been 
turned an and the pool is rapid- 
ly filling with talented young 
swimmers from whom much will 
be expected in the coming years. 

The eighth World Champi- 
onships opened in Penh, West- 
ern Australia, yesterday for 12 
days of competition, but the 
swimmers do not start work un- 
til 9 o’clock on Monday morn- 
ing. led bv Paul Palmer and 
Mark Ft*ster. 

Both will be fired up from out- 
standing performances at Iasi 
summer's European Champi- 
onships in Seville, where Palmer 
won two golds and a bronze, and 
Foster won silver. But the real ex- 
citement will come with the 
opening of a bottle of team spir- 
it labelled “men's 4x200 freestyle 
relay" on Tuesday. Champions of 
Europe, (hey will be challenging 
the Americans and Australians. 
It is the closest Britain is likely 
to come to gold medals since 
David Wilkie won two in 1975. 

But at World Championship 
leveL medals are notoriously 
difficult to collect and Deiyk 
Snelling, Britain's performance 
director, is no fool. “The top 
spots are owned by an 6lite 
group from the last Olympics. In 
Perth we are developing a pro- 
fessional. businesslike attitude." 
The plan is that the new wave of 
talent will be Wooded into a team 
of professionals with a clear vi- 
sion of their future. 

Other nations may have 
plans, but none can be as cunning 
as the one Snelling has. "Step one 
is to get our young swimmers 


comfortable at world competi- 
tions. Then we must make the 
top eight. Rom there we will step 
on to the podium.” 

The other two men capable 
of making that step are the 
world shon-course champion, 
James Hickman, and the 
Olympic bronze medallist. 
Graeme Smith. In the surprise 
absence of the world champioD 
and multiple world record hold- 
er, Denis Pankratov’, in the 200 
metres butterfly, Hickman will 
relish the chance to pick up a mi- 
nor medal. He wfll be support- 
ed by Steve ftary, who showed 
great maturity in his international 
debut, winning bronze in Seville. 

With no medals from the 
1 994 worlds in Rome, the team 
will be aiming to better the two 
they won from Atlanta. The 
trend for British swimmers to 
populate main finals and con- 
solation finals is an encouraging 
one that the team must contin- 
ue in Perth. The women, how- . 
ever, still have some catching up 
to do and will be hard pushed to 
make an individual final. 

But the women's events as a 
whole are likely to provide an 
unwelcome focus. The whispers 
around the pooldeck of drug use 
by the Chinese women has 
turned to shouting, especially 
given yesterday's seizure at 
Perth airport. At a meeting in 
Perth on Tuesday, enormous 
pressures was put on the gov- 
erning body of world swim- 
ming, Fina. to maintain a 
four-year ban on steroid users, 
instead of following the in- 
ternational line and reducing it 
to two. The Fina president 
intervened amid vociferous 
arguments to announce the re- 
tention of the four-year ban. 

In German courts at the mo- 
ment. former East German 
swimmers are claiming dam- 
ages for abuse, after being forced 
to take steroids as young as the 
age of 12, Six coaches and doc- 
tors stand accused. Feeling is so 
strong about the issue that spec- 
tators may take the unprece- 
dented step of turning their back 
on medal ceremonies dominat- 
ed by Chinese. The symbolic si- 
lence would be deafening. 


RACING 


Favourite out of Ladbroke 


The best-backed horse 
has been pulled out of 
tomorrow's big race. 
Richard Edmondson reports. 


AH the machinations concerning 
the booking of a rider for Corn- 
raanche Court, the favourite 
for tomorrow’s Ladbroke Hur- 
dle at Leopardsfown, came to 
naught yesterday. Ted Whlsb’s 
Triumph Hurdle winner looked 
poorly on the gallops and per- 
formed simflarfy' and wilJ not now 
"jin in the valuable handicap. 

■ ’ “Commanche Court didn’t 
fire this morning," Walsh said. 
“His rider, Stephen Nolan, said 

■ he was just a bit fiat and I didn't 
think he went particularly well 
so he doesn’t run. 

“Tve seen horses that have 
worked well and run bad but 
Tve never seen one that worked 
bad and ran well. IPs disap- 
pointing but there was no ago- 
nising about it and I took the 
decision straight away. The 
Tote Gold Trophy is five weeks 


away and we will see how he is 
in a week to 10 days’ Lime and 
take it from there. He doesn't 
appear to be suffering from any- 
thing and he had been 100 per 
cent before today.” 

Charlie Swan, the Irish cham- 
pion, may, however, be suffer- 
ing from acute embarrassment. 
He had begged off an appoint- 
ment on one of Aidan O’Brien's 
horses to secure the mount on 
Commanche Court and now 
has to return having used up 
brownie points fruitlessly. 
“That’s racehorses for you,” 
Swan said. “More than likely I 
will now ride Toast The Spreece 
ahead of Theatreworid. That one 
was second in the Champion 
Hurdle but it wiU be hard to win 
the Ladbroke off 12 sl” 

The new favourite is Graph- 
ic Equaliser, who is in the stew- 
ardship of the Ladbroke 
specialist Arthur Moore. The 
trainer also has the fancied 
Major Jamie in the race. 

The prospect of a British 
winner is now a rather meagre 
9-4 shot with Coral (from 4-1). 


Tbp Cees is the most fancied of 
the travellers and it may be that 
his trainer is confidently spend- 
ing the proceeds before Lhe 
gelding has broken sweat Lyn- 
da Ramsden will listen to how 
Top Cees progresses on a tine 
from South Africa. 

Nicky Henderson’s Sharpi- 
es! is at short odds for an ani- 
mal not guaranteed to act on the 
terrible ground, but there is a 
measure of stable confidence 
behind Tibetan, for whom Lady 
Heroes booked Peter Niven yes- 
terday. “It's disappointing not 
to get Richard Dun woody and 
I just hope Sandown doesn’t get 
called off now,” she said. “But 
even if it does I will stick with 
Peter. Tibetan is very well and 
ran a very, very good race at 
Kemp ton. 1 am never confident, 
but ! am hopeful.” 

Moorish, the mount of Tom 
Jenks, will be a first Leopard- 
stown runner for in-fbnn Nigel 
Twis ton -Davies. Those at 
Grange Hill Farm considered 
their runner to be so well that 
they expected him to give weight 


Quinn sparks punter anger and Club action 


% c Jockey Club may increase 
: the penally for jockeys wbo 
lose races "by dropping then 
hands. Jimmy Quinn yesterday 
became the latest rider to ie- 
■ ceive a 14-day suspension from 
the stewards - and abuse from 
the public- when he forfeited 
Ungfield's opening race on 
Badrmath, easing his mount 
down and being caught by the 
short-head winner. Bon Guest 
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Quinn apologised to Hugh 
Collin gridge, Badrinath’s train- 
er, and the public, but his words 
did tittle to soothe those who 
staked £4.330 on Badrmath in 
recorded bets. One of those pun- 
ters, AlfTODs, said: T had a vay 
substantial bet on Badrmath 
and I think that Quinn, proba- 
bly the most experienced jock- 
ey on the all-weather, should 
. have got three months.” 

RESULTS 

UNGFtELD 

izatr. i. bon guest (a a**) 12 - 1 ; 2 . 

Battfnatfi 54 far, 3. Malamairi * £8 m 
Srtti 2>J*. Mss B SanctasL Utt EWflf £3Q 
CIlQ ££40. DR esoOCSP: easaTncasfc 
£ 3 UOTl Tto; E862D. NFt Scttsfe*. 
iwjyrnr blac k (A ffch cfe) sks 


Elmo. ur: ijJcwm ******* 

1J». 1 . ANOKATO (Martin Dwya) Tl-t; 
2. pjJacwH# Jack 2*1 taw. 3. Meta On 

i2-i s mv w (k tvenj 2| 1Sb: £ai0; 

E290L CL30- DF: E730. CSF;EB fla 
ZOOS 1 .SWJWAWlCE(NAdams 0 IM: 
2. Aoovafto 7-4 far. 3, Roger Bw* 
IQ®* tHCarKM MM 

cm ettsfl pf: sraoa csf: Tri0 - 

29BDaNHlFSSlW. 


Now the Jockey Club will 
consider an increase in that di- 
rection from the 14 days maxi- 
mum that course stewards can 
impose for such offences. The 
Club’s spokesman, John Maxse, 
said; “The penally was increased 
from 1 0 to 14 days last year, but 
if jockeys continue to make 
these mistakes the Disciplinary 
Committee will have no option 
but to re-examine the penalties.'’ 


JL30-. X. EULLADOtE (Dane ONe*l &■£ 
2. For Of Spades tl-1: a Swaat Support 
11-4 ft for. t ran. IM jt few Mu«J franc*® 
tmvU. OfRMRwwri 1WK£fi50; CtSQ 
cyan DF: E2WD CSF: £«.*. TrteasC 
£147701 NR: WcweC , „ . „ 

100: 1. LEGAL LARK (J Oum) $-1; Z- 
-nobis Tfitffl WpaOj 1 JustAnoOWr Tlmg 

4-6 tali 4 WL 1 (P HbwfhBl W* £8® 
DF*. £1090. CSF: EZUSQ- NS: Sadfl. 

aJafcl. COASTGUARDS HERO (J Kar- 

d Circus 8 ibl fi-fi few Awjiisniptt 

MM 'h, y,. (M Usher). TBtac £VMftEa.TO 
ram E3M DF: ESfiriCSF: MOSa Ttost 
£1*3257. THo: E22&7Q. NR: Tfemptrea. 
jackpot Not won; SSW561 earned fenaref 

Place &E7P9.73 PW« ft £3W- 


to Prince fill at Cheltenham on 
New star's Day. .Although that 
was beyond him Moorish did fin- 
ish 14 lengths clear of the third 
and the good vibes remain. “He 
is in very good form and I was 
very pleased with him last time.” 
Twiston- Davies said yesterday. 
“He will probably struggle but if 
you don't run you don't know ” 
Even the winner is likely to 
struggle tomorrow. The ground 
has turned to gruel at Leop- 
ardstown and the likelihood is 
that the chases on the card will 
be abandoned. Fresh ground 
has been sci aside for the big 
one. though, and officials re- 
main confident it will go ahead. 

LADBROKE BETTING 


HorM 

C 

H 

L 
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Graphic Equate* 

5-1 

9-2 

W 

4-1 

Sharpies! 

fri 

10-1 

IM 

6-1 

Too Cees 

10-1 

S-l 

6-1 

8-f 

Antic Weather 

11-1 

V-t 

11-1 

W-l 


tl-i 

12-1 

IM 

tn 

TOeten 

ia-i 

12-1 

tt-t 

«■! 

Hard News 

Q.1 

14-1 

12 1 

o-i 

MenstatiP 

K.1 

16-1 

1&1 

16 -J 


•Rag The Spreece v>-l 16-1 IM ift 
E/Kthway e quarter Bie oofcc. ptaac 1. J. 3. J 
C- Con* H - Wfam ha L LatrctesT- Tale 

Hopes high 
for Sandown 

Tomorrow's cards at Hay duck 
and Warwick were abandoned 
yesterday but hopes are high 
that Sandown will be able to 
stage its valuable televised card. 
Channel 4 are due to show 

RICHARD EDMONDSON^ 
NAP: Whitley Grange Boy 
(Southwell 2 . 10) 

NB: Twin Creeks 
(Southwell 3.40) 

four races from the Esher 
course including the Grade 
One Tohvonh Hurdle. 

“Prospects are very good." 
the clerk of the course. Andrew 
Cooper, said. “We would have 
been raceable today. 

Yesterday's jumps card at 
C-a [tenet and today's fixtures at 
Exeter and Tbwcester have al- 
ready been lost to the persistent 
rain. 


SO UT HWELL (A W ) 

HYPERION 

1.10 Bunnies Own 2.40 Sealed By Fate 

1 .40 GREENSPAN (nap) 3.1 0 Glider (nb) 

2.10 Petoskin 3.40 Trojan Hero 

GOING: Stanteid 
STALLS: Insx*? 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: None 

• Fixesaro suriace. lefi-twnd Sharp, oval course: 

0 Course * 3m SE oi rown and 5m W ol Newart Roleston Junction arsons course 
ADMISSION: CluO ti2. Tanersate C6 |OAP members of coureete Demond C/nb&J.ac- 
cwnparwd under- 16s (reel CAR PARK: Fiee- 

• LEADING TRAINERS: M Johnsfon 41-3*5 CS9*4. S Bowring 40-319 J L 

Eyro 32-23* fM3%l D Chapman 31-345 (SM R Hotlln ahead 29-335 18 7M 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: J Quind 294-39 (66%l Dean McKeowi 25-2B9 F Lynch 

St ■ WT COM S Sanders 19-169 (TtTV). A Cuiharw 18-182 (9*M M Fenton B-TB (OtV 

• FAVOURITES: 4S0-1394 1344M 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: I See You Sydney (lid) African Sun (140) 


[yin! HOOPLA MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) CS.OOO added 
l,lu l 1m 3f Penalty Value £3.436 

1 !®>0- DtCKTUWWtUSAj ParinwsW BSiW49T2 J Stack 3 

2 560- DUKHAN fUSAj 1115) (Ms Jan ffecrten E Aisajd 4 9 O S Sanders B 

3 OOCOO I SEE YOU SYDNEY lAUS) 130) thS Leer MPdQ!ese*9C . .. A McCarthy p) 7 B 

4 S50- JOfl RAGE 169) iSandvtrow ScS*M LB) A BaWy 4 5i C KHodgWnl 

5 00- SPIWT OF LOVE JUSA) (41) |A Vr Sobnscn) U Jctvetcn 3 6 5 JFanrinn2 

e 34. BUNNIES OWN (27) IJ Sorduc*) JL TOnt 380 - . . ,RWlnStCnp)5 

7 3500- SHFT1NC [49; iGtiv ftewland Mrs Aia Daraefcl C Ttoretn 3 3 D . .i.Chamod(4 

e 04- TRAKELDR (46) iLAMooani RHolftsTieadJaD . ,P U Qirfnn (7) 6 

- 0 declared - 

BETTING: 11-8 DKk Turpin. 7-4 Dukhan. 6-1 Shifting. 8-1 Spirit Of Una. 10-1 Bunnies Own. Job 
Rapa. 28-1 Trahetor. 33-1 1 S« YDu Sydney 

es? Rww Captain 4 ? C S Saraen »>i iT Murray SwiM (town Rt Oran 
FORM GUIDE 

Tta ccaAd end up twig twiween DICK TURPIN and Dukhan, even though both make 
lhe* dePut on Fiyesono ana pom are navnp rtw* tea run alter changing stables EX* 
Turpin came rtoser io winning a maiden Iasi season, when trained by Lord l-kinrgdon, 
as he freshed a neck and a half- lengin irwd to Sduery ai Goodwood and fourth to Sei 
Canto on me same course beaten only about a length A beaten favourite m both races 
Oc* Turpsi wd go down as cksappoining ii he doesrn figure promnenuy m rhs com- 
pany Diithan ended 1* fr»ee-yeaj-c*J career tor Robert Armstrong by baaing one home 
n FlagsbkJS maiden at Sandown but bed shown promise beforehand and f*s sotti of 
19 betffld Sacho ai LeKe-sw is, torni that gives him an out&andkig chance. Shitting was 
hignfy med Itfst nme on a racecourse, raking on three colts, two of them wmers. when 
I rtvrd to Tatasui and McoNeityi at Done as ei Sues r»:i nrproved on the! but she's out ol 
a mare that won over a m*e and a hart so perhaps the longer deuince wfll make a dfl- 
terence The longer journey mght also lun Spirit Of Love, by 19PT Arc wtnrer Trem- 
pokno and the stables second stmg when down the field behind GraJmano at 
Wolverhampton Bunnies Own has whal it lakes to wsi a inie afi-wealhet iace but her 
deoui mud to Lady ES here was m a seier Seleetlon: DJCK tuhpjn 

CONKERS CLAIMING STAKES (CLASS E) £3.750 added 
im 4f Penalty Value £2,753 

; 33ST- GRffi*®Wfl321(CDjtMrsMLevy]WMur6 9‘i JWtowon(7)5 

2 KOOf- AFRICAN SUN (J14) (ftod Fletcher} M Chapnan 560, F N orton 4 B 

3 0-000- DOUBLE ECHO (221 (Djt***. JCfw L«| J SetWI BSD ■ • - .?.RT°T? 1 

t 0CC30- MYSTBWUpnilitaCLTayttjNLnKi^ S Wl*vi«tfiZ 

s W53-; PICK£HS (USA) f7> fDl it>3r. 6 trtecas Emcr ? HmTk*fw3 

-5dfldared- 

BETTING: AG Greenspan, 5-J Pickens. 5-1 Myaenum. ifi-1 Afttejn Sun. &i Ooubte Echo 
OT ijrwJSpan593AOarV 5-h rav AVMum DawnRiJ ran 
FORM GUIDE 

in the seller here In November. GREENSPAN was tell trailing by Burundi DJI he had 
Pfckane (level weigh is| inree and a ha« tenglhs back n fourth Despite berg no worse 
.-iff nrPPri<AAn bft^r ens Jen Jtna wirvwiia s cJaimn>g rdC0 a rnc»nin 


xjrt. Gieerispari bear ens f-iur lengths wfien wirvw^ & Cfimng rac 0 nere a moron 
ago PrckeriE has another pul ms nme. so tie shoUd nanow me sap but Greenspan 
can ink** up lasi y^ai & iusi ttw ai 8-u Pt*ens was lhe orfy one to 

net driywhere near Re* Mun-i here lasi Friday and is the obvious chwee to mate a race 
ol n Myatenum was emitted io need me tun ttrsl « lure monihsl when he beat one 
nome n Wildtnoor s rundicap at Wtotverhamplon last time, tajt he has a bn to prove wnett 
c comes to siayng me Fip and Imsshed ion lengths oil the 

when runner-up r an r-luricng claaner here <n :he summer Setacbon. GREENSRkN 

MARBLES HANDICAP (CLASS F) £3,000 added 2m 
|Z. iU| Penalty Value £2.085 

1 00052 SWSHER JACK (J24) fl C> '"Jiang) B Falvy 7 t'b - - - HWl * gW *B 

: nWf PETO8KW oa (Pi [Mrs Jean 6 t o y. ‘ , 

3 0TU3- WHTTLEY GRANGE BOY (22) (P(BF) (tAsL Svtes] JLEyie5$ti . .LOwiMdllO 

4 444*- UONDRAGON (B\ (Dl u 'toJigi «*? S S P AGutanej 

f 1*00 aBAlLADOR 04) (Cl ll-*S JCrw Leel J Refort r 9 5 . - - 

t &S40& EraORUFOUrtllO.’CterteJtlWimi^^ac, 

7 53446- WILDFIRE (SWJ) I77J (C) (Cawnay B mmsbO L td) J AAemra 78 C --SSmteres 
9 3S»' ZEST1 (J13I |I*S J Lewe.i F ^vrinj 6 ? 2 

9 ffiOM u>CEI«TlJDY(7J(Pwlrw»M A^ McCarthy fna 

v 0CHO« TW FREE (4f (CD) AM 3«iai| M Snttw « 7 V BBaro»« 11 Y 

1J raidh REOOroUJVERyMjlCDltn^rSa^iMUWmanS. V ...FNOrtWI 

- 11 declared - 

! t/knmm wmm. Tsf IDS) true hantmao nw*: So •’V ftsMui lovat ts t iffl 

BEmNG^WWhftley Grange Soy iij Mnndragon. 5*1 6-1 Slasher JaAB-lVBdflre. 

: 14-1 Emzm Rufo. 2 es«. 20 -i Top Pitre Uretereuufy. ^ 

‘tiaJ fttej 4 9 ? h 6- 1 iftti W 12 /arj 

W FORM GUIDE 

Wvm wary, mi «er a nMe are) s» net e on On*™* » MWuBeir Grange 

Boy lirksred e^fn 'engirt cteei d the tilth. MONDRAGON. They meet on the same 
mL. pui MonSagon'Wa? raong W the hm time snu Au^uaf W . «id on in 

0 manner mat suggeoifi he car- *!'“ «*r, a staying hair^a p Pre sumaMy 
wnvrrilondra^r also appteuale ‘.he e<na ^ 

vou have to V> tack to JJv W to lir.d ine tor time that he got he head r frail «teasr 
fcSliSn laiTwfweto >I«H o» me cihete hare *- at » P>«e * " 

struqolm to I«1 form Whitley Gran'?e 3ov n i^ver two mfles Un * ^ 1 

and Urs ?vre ende<3 a quii ¥'*" w ,r>? Fu l Wl, ^ a Ymivwtwrpteri aps4*e 
wflneway Vttwn Steanef Jack runner-up to C"x Ryans JM ,2" 
jfi Ni-.renit^r third home was Voc»tai.ng mno "a * 1 ,ime Atth0u ^ 1 


er Jack has been kept ticking over waft two outings n novice hudtes. he was a beaten 
favourite In boh and rrt difficult to be confident about h*n. The same apples to Fotosfcin. 
„ Not one of the five races he won last year was a handicap - although herSdrunGo- 
bridge to three parts of a length under 9st 1Z#> a Ungfieid In Febittery. so heb not with ■ 
out a chance tbp Prion hat won twice ovw ttvs two mflea but finished a remote sixth 
behind Understudy's stabtemata Noufart here on Monday. Another dual course mrv 
nef. WUdfirfi. tackles this trip for the fast lime. SelecUon: MOfORAOON 

— jtXl SKITTLES HANDICAP (CLASS F) E3.000 added 3YO Bf 
■ w l Penalty Value E2,085 

1 ODD- tABACKAGAlN (148) (M C S D Rang) N Lnrodai 9 7 S Whihwnh 4 

2 00002 - RfflP6TO(3tt}(RMe6eBUKlk}|Pttai*g9< jQufcnS 

3 0000-3 PENNILESS f7] (J M G Prancifcors Lid) N TWdsr B 13 Mm Rnkfcr Z 

4 06004 SEALED BY FATE pi (B SefcOw Panrw«Kl| J Vtommcpt 8 12 G Fatal (3) 1 B i 

5 566- W3POL EMSIAii) (ITS) B E Kettievieffl S Kenie«IB9 -PFrednricka (7) 6 

6 00406- BLUE ANCHOR {1341 (D R Wftfc0mB| l*G M Ravetey 0 6 ACutaM7 

7 OSM WOOOLAND6PMDE0(EncKnaris9jUChR3manB4 — F Norton 5 

-7<fedarad- 

BETTING: 9-4 PeimUess, 11-4 Sealed By Fata, 4-1 Red Pepper; 5-1 IraCackagaln. 7-1 Sb» Anchor: 
10-1 Dfopd EnwaU, 20-1 Woodland* Prtite 
®97; Gresam 3 6 11 Jo tirrarn f7] 9-1 fC Dwysr) tfrawn (9) 9 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Sealed By Fate probably needed me outng when nth to IYn Tef here on December 18 
and hB flwShed a good deal ckwer to rm Tal when loulh to Pipli Adrition a week aga 
Sealed By Fate tried to make as in mai seven-furlong handicap, so perhaps coning back 
n dlsiance wN heto. and he carried 4fc overweight too PENNILESS also ran a more 
encouraging race hare fast Friday and. fcr finWwig third to Jutes Jewet pulled wel clear 

01 the atherv ndkxfng WoorBands Pride. Backed Irom 20-1 to 6- 1 them Penrdsss shorSdn't 

be tar away n this weaker hanefcap Red Popper's torang tactics enacted him to beat 
el bar easy winner Osmond DrB n a sevBn-furiong maiden at LngfieJd a month aga 
This cowse can surt a front-rmner but Red Pepper is exposed and has had more rac- 
Big than Imbadtagaln, Dispol Emerald and BJuo Anchor put together Trailed at two 
by Patrick Hastem, Imbackagan showed a Ommor of prerreae at Wohrerhampton n sev- 
enth to The Groveller. This hanrfeap coM be more his sort of race even with top weight 
□opal Emerald (out ol a mare that has produced four winners) is another fcgmiy-raced 
type that might do better fci her first handicap Blue Anchor was found wanting n two 
nLrsanea last year but n ox*J be a (Afferent story hare, as he's been dropped 98j smee 
rxs sixth to InchaJorig at Mussetburgh n August Selection: PEteJLESS 

|q -jnl JACKS SELUNG STAKES (CLASS G) £2.500 added 3YO 
7f Penalty Value £1,738 

t 0004-5 HOUSE ON FIRE (7J IBnan Qantleri J Berry 8 C — — CLo»ther(3|2 

2 CW3€ RECOtaimON{a)|KSU«fMPcfc(bee8l2 - „.MR)nmr6 

3 0- SUPER BiPOSE (18) [1*5 V BamptonJ Jorii Bemr 8 V JUFfirttatSE 

4 5- BHJTWE STORY 02} lUaUheac Breedng and Ftacng) R Guest B 7 DaneOYWDS 

5 4 (^D€R (2Z) fGuy Fteed) C Thorricr? fl 7 — Dem UcKaown a 

S DO- IVDRV GKtt. (103) (Uas Caecna KteDonald) K Wngrove B 7 „GBaitaefl3 

7 003- JUST FOR TINA (14) 1C John «fi WO M Tuner 8 7. T Spate 7 

E 053- SHE’S A GEM [22) (BF) (LLucw Krtjy) tWs N MaaJwy 87. ^PHcOPep)4 

9 WPAUWX (Phip G Haney) N Littmcden 6 7 K Ptefrepont (7) T 

-Sdedared- 

BEITING: 11-4 Gadsr, $-1 Shete A Gem, M House On Fke, 5-1 Bedttam Stotr. M Recoorttion, 

5-1 Super Impose, 14-1 Just Fbr Tina, Whctance, 33-1 hroty GM 
S97: La Dote Vita 38 5 Vetona Appieiy (7)8-4 ter (T Barren) tkam (2) a ran 
FORM GUIDE 

When Pipfe AddHion won the course and distance safer three weeks aga mw-ptaoed 
Site's A Gam (favourite) had lhe edge m experience over Gfider, just a neck away in 
fourth, and BEDTIME STORY, who finished lour lengths away fifth. She's A Gem should 
be thereabouts again, but Gfider and Bedtime Story m^hl have more room lor anpiTwemem 
at ns stage At s-i Bedtime Story was not unianced first time up. while Super Impose 
went off only 7-2 in the Lngfield maiden auction won by Tangerine Fhet Super Irrpose 
fwshed toa, behind Just For rtna, but it might be unwise to rule Nm out at the level 
Just For Tina will find this setef tougher than the ctefmer at Woteerhampton where she 
was Uvd to Toucharcva. The FoBwstona mtedert m wtach Up Al The Top beat Recog- 
nition has yet re throw up a winner and Recognition finished last of six in Tangerine Ry- 
ers harrtcap at UiflfieW on Salurday on he rust tun (or Mart Pol^assa That was war 
fust five furlongs and Recognition can do better n this seven-furlong safer. House On 
fire can make h» presence ttt whte Wbtdance could tW better oH titan mosf rteW- 
comers in that she's trailed on Ffcresand Selection: BH3TIME GLORY 

(o-aa| HOPSCOTCH HANDICAP (CLASS D) £5,000 added 7f 
J,HU I Penalty Value £3,583 

1 =S£2- TOMQSSIS CW (CD) (TheAtmdxaf JodByIVSoaie7D0 RParhamS 

2 60- GLASSHOUSE (J^ (Ite C Fcaar] fl Waottpuse 4 P 0 SWMMrihS 

3 ECS®- ZIGGTSnANCBipqjO) (ErtraHeUrJ tory)EAIsitn7 no -Metanie Wtmfen (7] 4 

4 ffia/TAL FANTASY (1«6) {C} (Demcncl Rxng Ltd) J L £yre 4 9 13 OPtemtB 

5 06000- VlPft«nuE(iai)(Cj(An*'IM«KWnflmea99 SSantierel 

G 36203- BR0ADSTAIRS BEWJTYp2) (C)(D)(lAs Judy Hint) Q&aw 8 9 4 _RWiraton(S)z V 

7 ia&4 ELTON UsDGSlp)(C0) (The Ftess) Ms N MacKey 991 DHgnUV 

% 20306- JOHNNE TOE WffiRpfy (CO) flteUCStnWJ 180)790 DeanUcKenm7 

B 04DB- SUAWW(fo(IA(hMW^RHoiidwad58e F lynch ID 

T> 60312- TROJAN HERO (SAF) 143) (D) |Br) tCCBuilflyi UrsMRw«y70 n. .ACuDoneS 

It 03Z34- FAYK (14) (BF) pus Bradbury! A Newnrrte 4 6 0 ..JOitinnfi 

12 00005- DOVfflRACEfWJ (DanfdAJoneslTDBarranSSa--. .TSpratell 

0 00MO. OONREPe(WJ(Dl(Vh0aneArtlDMeltfe77i2 ANtatafeCTlZ 

-I3deciaifld- 

B6TT1NG: 4-1 Dwetaacs. 5-1 Twin Creeks, 6-1 ITajsn H«o,7-1 Su4fiech,0-1 BnOalFBniagy.Biml- 
sffiirs Beany, 10-1 Fttyft. 12-1 Bton Lndgor, Don Pope, 14-1 Johnnie The Joter, Zlggy^i Dbucm; 
V]PCMrB6.20-1 Etonhowe 

W; Slate Of Cawi 4 9 2 J Fjmng 5-1 (D Shaw) ttewn (I) n ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Ufifitu) at two, disappormrg af three and without a win at four. DOV&RACE could stiD 
have a future at fhs game (urigeef on his fifft bahW Saffy Jack ai Lngfiefct Oswd Bar- 
ron doesn't have as many runners as he dW til ai- weather rasngis tarty years, but a 
double in November shows ha sUI has tire knack. TWfn Creakp la capable of a good run 
untter a big wagW in tins sort ol h&ncficap and could bo a safei bet than motsr Gssfxte 
carrying nt Font bme out at ihrea. Brutal Fantasy won weB over sm fistengs hare, so 
he rrigttt be worth the benefit ol lhe doubt as ter as thistonger trip oconcBmed. VIP 
Charlla also made a wnmng debut on Flbreaand early last year and followed 141 ai Lmg- 
field (botfi wins ter Sab Sanders), but hdti lota tas form by md-summer and has changed 
stabtes in tiw meantkne Derek Shaw won both divisions of the daimer here on Moriony 
and last year's race with Slate Of Cauim Hea represented by the durable Breadstaks 
Baauty.raong over seven firtjrgs for the first nme since WM and perhaps better as a 
spmiet Ellon ledger o over a more suitable mp but comprtitlnn rs reugher than m two 
recant rvvte corners, write Johnnta The JoMr corid be h#t enough n the handeep 
fcAowng hia successful summer spell and he rune without Is usual bankers. Useful on 
ha day ter Ron Boss. Don Rape fees the top and he's now with Dam Mchola, who 
dues well with torses he gets from elaewher&AJ seven Don PfopetenY too tad to bounce 
back and the staple has h 3 d winners in* week Selection: DOVEBRaCE 
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Lindsay stirs controversy again by finding himself new position of influence 


Maurice Lindsay, who 
had lost his credibility as 
the chief executive of 
the Rugby Football 
League, has fallen on his 
feet again, apparently 
landing another top job, 
as Dove Hadffeld reports. 


Maurice Lindsay has again 
proved himself the game's 


great survivor by being pushed 
out of one top job in the sport 
only to be poised to leap side- 
ways into another. 

Lindsay, chief executive of 
the Rugby Football League for 
the last five years, was asked for 
his resignation by the RFEs 
chairman. Sir Rodney Walker, 
at a meeting of the code's board 
of directors this week. 

That seemed to mark the 
demise of a man who has dom- 
inated the administration of the 


game since he masterminded 
the rise of Wigan in the 1980s. 
But, within hours, Lindsay was 
lined up with a new job as man- 
aging director of Super League 
(Europe) - the elite competi- 
tion he was instrumental in 
launching when the game in 
Britain accepted an £87m tele- 
vision deal with Rupert Mur- 
doch in 1995 - subject to the 
approval of Super League 
clubs at a meeting next Friday. 

Lindsay weathered the con- 


troversy over the Super League 
revolution, but after an un- 
happy 1997 - which included an 
investigation into accusations 
over his expenses which pro- 
duced no evidence, alleged 
mismanagement of develop- 
ment funds and a near miss in 
his bid to become chairman of 
the Tote - he was told at 
Wednesday’s meeting that he 
no longer commanded the con- 
fidence of clubs nor of his 
staff at league headquarters. 


There could also be legiti- 
mate concern over whether 
he is the best person to nego- 
tiate with a newly reunified 
game in Australia. 

“1 can confirm that a dis- 
cussion took place which in- 
volved the board," said Sir 
Rodney, who last year beaded 
a working party on the running 
of the game, which beard crit- 
icism of Lindsay from all quar- 
ters. “Subsequently, there was 
a meeting between Chris Ca»- 


ley, the chairman of Super 
League (Europe), and Mr 
Lindsay, which resulted in him 
standing down as chief execu- 
tive of the RFL.” 

Those who were determined 
to get rid of Lindsay are angry 
now that he has apparently 
found a bolt bole, in the shape 
of what could yet prove to be 
an equally influential job. Itwas 
in the light of those misgivings 
that a statement announcing his 
move to Super League as a /izit 


accompli was withdrawn soon 
after being issued yesterday. 

That new job now hinges on 
convincing the dubs that he can 
work effectively alongside Su- 
per League’s chief exeat tive, 
Colin Myier, based in London. 

However it all resolves itsdf, 

it is an appropriately messy 
ending to his five turbulent 
years at the helm of the game 
as a whole. He will be re- 
placed. at least in the short 
term, by his articulate and 


well-respected No. 2," Neil Thn- 
nicliffe, but the League may 
well look outside the game for 


a successor. • 

From within the. ‘-game, ' 
David Howes mid Gary Hct- 
herington, chief executives at' 
St Helens and Leeds respec- 
tively, could emerge as candi- 
dates, while Brian Smith, the 
former coach and chief execu- . 
rive at Bradford who is now 
coaching in Australia, would be 
a strong overseas contender. 


Newcastle’s bottle 
is food and drink 


to seasoned Tait 


The conservative wing of 
the Rugby Football 
Union may find it 
difficult to stomach, but 
Sir John Hall’s Newcastle 
are ahead of the Allied 
Dunbar Premiership 
pack and growing 
stronger by the day. Are 
the Geordies here to 
stay? Our Rugby 
Correspondent gets the 
lowdown on the high life 
from a key foot-soldier in 
rugby’s Toon Army. 


There is more than a touch of 
[he “nobody likes us and we 
don't care" about Newcastle as 
they continue to buck the sys- 
tem and home in on Premiership 
honours at their first attempt. 
They boast an owner who has 
ruffled more establishment 
feathers than a fox in a chicken 
coop, a director of rugby whose 
squeaky clean image has slipped 
to reveal a competitive streak of 
purest granite, a captain who re- 
acts to every yellow card with in- 
creased vigour ..and an 
uncompromising professional 
attitude that leaves the “play up 
and play the game” brigade 
spluttering into their G and Is. 

In fact, they could be a mir- 
ror image of the Wimbledon of 
Sam Hammam and Vinny 
Jones, except for one important 
distinction. They have class. 
Oodles of it. Class in the tight 
five, class in the back row. class 
at half-back, class out wide. 
They may not be the youngest 
side in the Premiership, but 
the preponderance of thir- 
tysomethings has given them a 
“oow or never" edge that is prov- 
ing extremely difficult to resist. 

Two of those elder statesmen, 
Rob Andrew and Dean Ryan, 
are combining demanding roles 
with a dexterity that speaks vol- 
umes for their professionalism 
and powers of self-motivation. 
.As director of rugby and outside- 
half. .Andrew has become every 
bit as adept at winning the 
games played in the boardroom 
as those played outside on the 
Kingston Park pilch. As coach 
and captain. Ryan has persuad- 
ed a hard core of more experi- 
enced internationals to follow 
him out of the trenches and into 
the line of fire. In short the rene- 
gade Wisps have matched Sir 
John Hall's ruthlcssness in kind. 


“There is,” agrees Alan Tait 
the Scottish centre who per- 
formed so influentially as a Li- 
ons Test wing in South Africa 
last summer, “a hard edge here. 
Very definitely. And as some- 
one who played a lot of rugby 
league at a good level, I respond 
to that. No one at Newcastle is 
there to mess about. We train, 
we play and, at the moment at 
least, we win. I've been ex- 
tremely impressed with the 
management and coaching at 
the dub, not least because it has 
created a culture of success.” 

At 33, Tait is a seasoned per- 
former, autumn bring the sea- 
son in question. (The same can 
be said of Gary Armstrong. 
Nick FopplewelL George Gra- 
ham and Richard Arnold). Yet 
his influence and enthusiasm 
are such that Newcastle may 
well offer to extend his contract 
beyond the end of the current 
campaign, leaving Tail to dedde 
between putting his body on the 
line for another year and upping 
sticks in pursuit of a coaching 
position elsewhere. 

“To be honest with you, I was 


BY CHRIS 
HEWETT 


sceptical about bow we would 
perform in the top flight after 
winning promotion last year,” 
he said. “Not because I didn’t 
feel we were a good side, but be- 
cause I wondered whether we 
had left our preparation too 
late. Five of us went on the Li- 
ons tour, some were abroad with 
England, others were injure d- 
There was no pre-season to 
speak of. no chance to build for 
the Premiership challenge. 

“When we left for France in 
late July for a week in Agen, 1 
was still aching from the Lions 
trip. But looking back, that 
camp was crucial. There was a 
good gym, good weather and a 
strong emphasis on fitness. 
There were no moans, no ex- 
cuses, no time-wasters. When 
we played Agen, who are some 
side, at the end of our stay, we 
won. I knew then that there was 
a fair bit of botde in the squad.” 

That “bottle" element is im- 
portant to Tail, whose league ex- 
po rie nee with Widnes and 
Leeds, not to mention his 16 
Great Britain caps, taught him 


that success in a professional 
sport is usually paid for in blood, 
sweat and tears. “What encour- 
ages me about Newcastle is our 
ability to steal games. We won 
at Bath in the last minute and we 
won at Sale when we were look- 
ing down both barrels for much 
of the afternoon. Those sorts of 
results indicate character. 

“Perhaps they indicate that 
luck is on our ride, too. You need 
luck in a drawn-out competition 
like the Premiership and the 
longer you stay at the head of the 
pile, the more the gpod fortune 
seems lo stick around. 1 played 
through some bad times at Leeds 
and it often appeared that al- 
though we were performing as 
well as the teams at the top, the 
bounce of the ball was against us. 
At Newcastle at the moment, the 
bounce is with us.” 

There are also, however, 
sound tactical reasons why New- 
castle go unbeaten into Sunday's 
home match with London Irish. 
“I think we’ve made a virtue of 
strong defence and the league 
experience plays a part in that.” 
Tait said. “When Inga (Va’aiga 
Tuigamala. the dual union- 
league specialist from New 
Zealand) and I play together in 
midfield, we move up far quick- 
er than most, very much in the 
13-man style. Opponents are 
forever claiming we play o Aside, 
but if they watch the videos with 
a dispassionate eye they’ll find 
what we do is perfectly legal. 
Southern hemisphere teams 
play the same trick and get 
slapped on the back for it. 
When we do it, we get it in the 
neck. That’s life, I suppose. 

“I would also say that we have 

a strong, physical pack that has 
delivered week in, week out, es- 
pecially in the bad conditions. 
Ryan is in real form, Pat Lam 
and Ross Nesdaie are good op- 
erators and Garath Archer is 
back to his best. We may not 
have the quickest pack in the 
world and it will be interesting 
lo see how they go when the 
weather improves, but at the mo- 
ment they are winning us balL 

“It would be daft to take any- 
thing for granted because the big 
games are still to come: Bath and 
Saracens at home will definite- 
ly test us, especially as everyone 
is after our scalp. But that's noth- 
ing new to me; Leeds were the 
most unpopular league side in 
England when Iwas there, so Tm 
used to that sort of animosity. 
Hopefully, it will bring the best 
out of us.” 



Alan Tait: There is hard edge here. No one at Newcastle is there to mess about 1 
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Rejuvenated Evans back in the running for Welsh captaincy 


Ieuan Evans, Whies’ record- 
breaking captain, could emerge 
as a surprise contender to re- 
claim the job for this season's 
Five Nations' Championship. 

Kevin Bo wring, the Wales 
coach, must appoint a new 
leader following the career- 
ending spinal injury suffered by 
the flanker Gwyn Jones last 
month and be admits there are 
several candidates. 

Evans, 34 in March, was to- 
day recalled to the national 
squad after an 11-month ab- 
sence caused through Lions 
commitments and injuries 
which saw him miss seven Tests. 

Bowring praised the Bath 
wing with 71 caps as “a talisman 
and model professional.” and 
says he will give the captaincy 
careful consideration before 


Wales' Five Nations warm-up 
fixture against Italy at Stiadey 
Park, Llanelli on 7 February. 

Evans has led Wiles a record 
28 times, and clearly figures in 
Bowring's thinking alongside 
Robert HowJey, ScotL Gibbs, 
Gareth Llewellyn and Neil Jenk- 
ins. “There a number of candi- 
dates." said Bowring, who 
announced a 53-man squad fea- 
turing Evans' Lions colleague 
Scott QuinnelL another notable 
absentee during the autumn in- 
ternational programme that fea- 
tured matches against Romania, 
Tonga and New Zealand. “But 
it is not a derision we would 
make quickly." 

Evans has taken time to es- 
tablish himself at Bath since his 
summer move from Llanelli, yet 
Bowring believes he is produc- 


ing world-class form once aga i n . 

“His enthusiasm to play for 
Whies remains as strong as 
ever, and he’s back in the squad 
to help us tiy and succeed in this 
season’s Five Nations.” 

Bowring has kept in close 
touch with the family of his for- 
mer captain Jones and the Uni- 
versity of Wales Hospital, 
Cardiff, where the popular med- 
ical student is slowly recovering. 
“Gwyn is showing encouraging 
signs of progress," Bowring said. 
“He has movement in all four 
limbs, and can stand unaided for 
a few seconds. He's as motivat- 
ed and committed to overcome 
this injury, but knows it will be 
a slow, hard slog." 

The top four Welsh dubs, 
Cardiff, Pontypridd, Swansea 
and Llanelli, provide 37 players. 


while 10 come from Richmond. 
Bath and Harlequins, but un- 
fashionable Ebbw Vale also 
gain recognition with stand-off 
Byron Hayward and flanker 
Kingsley Jones rewarded 


MOTOR RACING 


Anti-smoking 
lobby sees red 
over Williams, 


WALES SOUAD (v Italy; 7 Fabroary, and tar 
Hva Nations' Champion atrip): Backs: A 
Beaman IFfcrtroidl N Boobyer (UaneS). L 
Davies (Cardtffl, I Evans (Bah). S Gibbs 


Davies ( — t _ 

(Swansea). M Gbaud (London Walsh! 
ries (HprVxjjhsi B Hayward (Ebbw 
Hawley iCwdfft P James. N Jenfdrts. P John. 
J Lay la fa# Pontypridd). A Moore [ftett- 
mond). K aorQfln (Pentyl * ~ * “ 


_ (Pontypridd). W Proctor 
(Liana*). R S homey lUWC). A Thomas 
(Swansea), G Thomas. J Thomas. N Walker 
I CeitJfn C Wartow, D W*ara (bem Uaneft 
WyaK ) P o«ypndd). 

Forwards: C Anthony, R AppJeyard, C 
CharwtalaJ Swansea^ V Cooper (liana*), N 

Hths (Pontypridd). J HumptwmiSvdm G 
■Jahktas (Swansea) H Jenkins (Uanelt S John 
(CaidHfl. K Jonas (Ebbw VaieV A Lewis 
(Cartfffl, G Llewellyn (HadequfnsV M Lloyd 
(Pantypttd). H llc&ryde (Uane*l A Moore 
(Swansea! S Moore (Moseley). L Muatoe 
{Centfl} CQtrinneU (FUdsnond). S QUnnefJ 


WBHams (Pontypridd) S WIHIams iCardHf). 
Wyatt (Uansarj. 0 Young (Canitf) 


- Andrew Baldock 


Williams' new’ car design may 
ontybeadayold,bmanti-smok- ; 
ing groups have already urged 
the Australian government to 
ban the Formula One team 
from advertising Winfield rig-.. riL 
are ties on its csfrs in this year’s r- 
Australian Grand Prix. 

Hie car's new red livery fea- 
tures the Winfield brand logo 
and a picture of a kangaroo and 
objectors say the deal breach- 
es the spirit of Australia’s anti- 
tobacco sponsorship law. 

All forms of tobacco adver- 
tising are banned, but the law . 
allows exemptions if a major in- 
ternational sporting event such 

as the grand prix would other- 
wise be lost. 

Dr Arthur Chesterfield- 
Evans, president of the Non- 
Smokers’ Movement of 
Australia, said the exemption is m 
intended to allow intemation- . 
al events to be unimpeded by lo- 
cal law. “But this sponsorship is 
against the spirit of the agree- 
ment because it is supposed to . 
be for international brands and 
I believe the government could 
act to say this is not on,” he said. 

Chesterfield-Evans also 
called on the government to tell 
Williams to drop the Winfield 
colours for the grand prix. 

However, a spokesman for 
Rothmans, who own the brand, 
said the deal with Williams was 
an international one and there- 
fore within the law. “There’s an 
assumption that Winfield is 
only sold in Australia, that’s not 
the case. It's sold in 13 countries 
on three continents." 

The row over tobacco ad- ^ 
vertising shows no sign of abat- * 
ing in Britain, either. Lord 
Hesketh. president of the British 
Racing Drivers’ Gub, the own- 
ers of Sflveistone. said yesterday; 
“The implications for British 
motoisporr are very bad in- 
deed,” be said on the decision 
to ban tobacco sponsorship in 
sport. “It’s a demented policy. 

‘ It's bad. cheap, single issue pol- 
. itics and it wfll cost us jobs.” 

Motorsport has been given 
: a temporary stay of execution 
: from the ban, which will affect 
; other sports soon after the mil- 
•; lennium, but it bas been ordered 
; to investigate alternative forms 
; of revenue. 

“The effects will be long 
term. Races will move from Eu- 2, 
rope to the Far East and it won't ™ 
take long for people to realise 
it's cheaper to relocate to where 
the races are held.” be added. • 
“Fifty thousand jobs are at 
stake here. However 1 get the 
feeling that people will only dis- 
cover what they have lost when 
it's gone." 


GOLF 
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Artists, airheads and new arrivals prepare for life on tour Ph,ko dies at age of 32 

® S • o r . . /— i j 


Earning a card to play on 
the European Tour is a 
dream come true. The 
recruits cannot wait for 
the season to start, but 
as Andy Farrell, in San 
Roque, Spain, discovers, 
not all of them are 
experiencing the magic 
for the first time. 


Apollo was always an appro- 
priate sponsor for the European 
Tour s Training School, an event 
bringing together graduates 
from the Challenge Tour and 
the Qualify ing School prior to 
what is meant to be the lift-off 
of their golfing careers. 

Although MacGregor have 
now taken over the backing for 
the week at San Roque, where 
the European and American 
teams stayed for last Septem- 
ber’s Ryder Cup. the idea re- 
mains the same. Coaches, 


psychologists, physiologists and 
nutritionists are all here to of- 
fer their expertise to 21 new re- 
cruits from seven countries to 
the European circuit 

Each player has realised a 
common goal in earning his tour 
card. Many are wet behind the 
ears. “I'm looking forward to 
putting on good greens,” one 
said. “Don't bank on it" came 
the cynical reply. None are 
more grateful however, than 
those who have loved and lost 
their cards in the pasL 

John Hawksworth appeared 
in the same Walker Cup team 
in 1985 as Colin Montgomerie, 
Peter Baker and David Gil- 
ford. In his two head-to-head 
meetings with Montgomerie. 
Hawksworth won each time. 
Last Sunday night, while Mon- 
ty was picking up $lm in Ari- 
zona, the 36-year-old Midlander 
was “picking up a cup of tea 
while watching him on the TV”. 

"Colin was not the main 
man," Hawksworth said of their 


amateur days. “His attitude bas 
changed drastically." 

Hawksworth 's has had to 
change, too. Last November’s 
Qualifying School was his IOtb 
attempt to gain a card and only 
the second time he bas been 
successful. Having first arrived 
on tour in 1990, he lost his card 
three years later. Last season 
“was a nightmare". He made 
only £546.98 from 10 Chal- 
lenge Tour events, and was 
then reduced to playing the odd 
regional PGA event and mon- 
ey matches, some for sums in ex- 
cess of four figures. 

“I had a sticky time when 1 
was married," he said. “I wasn’t 
happy. The worst l ever felt was 
when I failed to pre -qualify for 
the Open last summer. I didn’t 
know if I could cany on." 

Meeting Kamini Aga 
changed everything. “She is a 
dressage trainer, one of the top 
people in her field. She under- 
stands how tough it is to com- 
pete and bow to prepare for 


tournaments. She came to the 
Qualifying School and I could 
spend tbe-time, when I was not 
playing, with her - rather than 
hitting hundreds of balls on the 
range for the rest of the day." 

Johan Rystrom’s renaissance 
came from art A friend of Jes- 
per Parnevik, who helps design 
the Swedish Ryder Cup player’s 
clothing. Rystrom quit the tour 
after having three second places 
in 1992 and '93. “I was tired of 
golf and all the travelling." he said. 
The son of an architect, Rystrora 
tried drawing, unsuccessfully. “I 
am no good at Pictionary.” 

Instead, he turned to pro- 
ducing collages, for Parnevik's 
wedding, Rystiom made one 
with two champagne glasses 
and four glass strawberries 
glued on to a mounting. He was 
going to add some corks from 
the champagne bottles at the 
wedding, but “Jesper is so weird 
there was only beer and cider". 

His favourite features a base- 
ball bat and glove from the 


1940s. One day he was offered 
£50 for one of his efforts and 
more orders followed. He put 
the price up to £300, but peo- 
ple were not deterred. Now he 
has 18 orders outstanding. 
“When I started, ft was a relief 
to go into a darkened room and 
do something for yourself. It 
really helped me." 

As for his work with the 
Lindburg clothing firm, his job 
is actually to rein in the wilder 
ideas of the designer. “If you 
don't hold him back, it would 
look seriously weird. He want- 
ed Jesper to wear inch-high plat- 
form heels." 

At the MacGregor Chal- 
lenge. a one-round event at 
Valderrama won by the 
Spaniard lvo Gincr with a 71. 
Hawksworth won £300 for 
fourth place and Rystrotn shot 
78. "1 hit the ball well and 
putted great,” the Swede said, 
“but my aiming was terrible.” 

David Lynn, whose bobby was 
once listed as dubbing, but not 


of the golfing variety, had played 
die Ryder Cup venue before with 
the England amateur team. 

“I told my playing partners on 
the 17th tee that it was an easy 
bole, and that the pitch to the 
green was easy," he admitted. In- 
evitably. he took a nine on the 
spectacular par five, finding the 
water with his three-wood sec- 
ond shot, and then seeing his 
fourth, a wedge shot, spin off the 
green back into the pond. 

The hole, controversially re- 
designed by Seve Ballesteros 
and the scene of so much dra- 
ma in the Ryder Cup. is to be 
modified again by the owner of 
VhJderrama, Jimmy Patino. Out 
go the mounds and the rough 
and in come some trees to nar- 
row the driving area. 

Patino will also move the tee 
forward so it plays as a 475-yard 
par four. “Everyone who plays 
Vhlderrama will remember the 
17th hole," Ballesteros, the Ry- 
der Cup captain, once said. 
Not anv more. 


David Broome's former mount 
Philco was put down on Tues- 
day at the venerable age of 32 
after occupying the same stable 
in the rider’s yard near Chep- 
stow for 26 years. 

The grey gelding, owned by 
Lord and Lady Harris, was 
originally bought from Florida 
where he had been ridden by 
Rodney Jenkins. The price was 
not disclosed, but this Ameri- 
can thoroughbred was then ru- 
moured to be the most 
expensive young show jumper 
ever to have left the States. 

Philco's greatest contribution 
to British show jumping came in 
1978 when Broome rode him to 
win a team gold medal at the 
1978 World Championships in 
Aachen. Broome had the best 
British score in the three rounds 
which decided the team title to 
share a famous victory with his 
three team-mates, the late Car- 
oline Bradley, Malcolm Pyrah' 
and Derek Ricketts. 

The previous year, Philco 
had won the King George V 


Gold Cup, giving Broome the 
fourth of his six victories in this' 
annual classic. He was also on 
the silver medal team in the. 
1977 European Championships. 

Philco was given early re- 
tirement in 1983 because of 
heart problems. Since then, 
‘‘The Arrogant Yank" (as 
Broome affectionately called 
his snooty grey partner) has led 
a cosselted life in Wales where 
he was turned out in the fields 
each day. 

- Genevieve Murphy 
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I03bn 


The operating costs In 
yen (£490m) of the Win- 
ter Olympics in Nagano - 
op from the original esti- 
mate of ¥76bn. 
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Rusedski overwhelms his old friend 


Greg Rusedski joined Tim 
Henman in the quarter- 
finals of the Qatar Open 
last night Rusedski 
defeated Karim Alarm, of 
Morocco, in straight sets 
on a cool but calm 
v evening. John Roberts 
• ^reports from Doha. 


They won the Wimbledon ju- 
nior doubles title together sev- 
en years ago, but time has 
widened a gap in power be- 
tween Greg Rusedski and 
Karim AJamL It was on the cen- 
tre court at the Khalifah Tfen- 
nis Complex here in 1994" that 
the Moroccan embarrassed an 
unprepared Pete Sampras in the 
first round of the Qatar Open, 
but Rusedski was too strong for 
his old friend last night. . 

The Canadian-born Briton, 
seeded No 1 in the absence of 
the injured Yevgeny Kafelnikov, 
secured his place in the quarter- 
. i^fnals with a 6-2, 7-5 victory and 
'Taow plays Lhe Frenchman Fab- 
rice Santoro, ranked No 29 in 
the world, who beat Germany's 
Martin Sinner 6-3, 6-4. 

Rusedski opened with an ace 
and then lost his serve, mis- 
hitting a forehand over the 
baseline and missing with a 
backhand volley. Alaroi pro- 
duced a winning serve on the 
first point of the second game, 
only to lapse into errors under 
pressure from Rusedski’s 
serves. The Britou was able to 
recover the break with a back- 
hand drive. 

From that point, Rusedski 
, soak control of the opening set 
Although unable to convert ei- 
ther of two break points in the 
fourth game, finding the net 
with a forehand volley and a 
backhand drive, he punished 
Alarai sorely in the sixth game, 
breaking to love. 

Rusedski also won the next 
four points, the confidence of 
Ws shots unnerving Aiami who 
lost his serve again in the eighth 
game. The Moroccan double- 
faulted to present the set point 
at 30-40 and then underplayed 
a backhand drop shot, which 
floated into the net. 

A set to the good after only 
28 minutes, Rusedski lapsed in 
the opening game of the second 
set to allow his opponent a 
break point, created with a 
'brehand drive down the line. 

• * J 

CRICKET 


Rusedski erased it with a smash. 

Aiami had treatment to a Ie° 
inj'uiy during the changeover at 

4- 3, but continued to match 
Rusedski point for point until 
the 12th game. The Moroccan 
seemed perplexed when the 
umpire called 30-30. querying 
whether he meant 40-15. But his 
shot was clearly long. Ruseds- 
ki then reached match point 
with a backhand down the line, 
the net cord helping another 
backhand secure bis place in the 
last eight. 

Goran Ivanisevic's running 
feud with the Croatian presi- 
dent, Franjo Tbdjnran. may 
reach a new pitch - a football 
pitch. The reason why Ivanise- 
vic is so keen to rum out for his 
home-town team, Hajduk Split, 
against Croatia Zagreb next 
month goes deeper than a boy- 
hood dream. Tudjman is the Za- 
greb club’s patron. 

Tudjman’s sporting inter- 
ests also extend to tennis, and 
he has expressed opposition to 
the ATP Tour event in Zagreb 
being moved to Split. The row 
led to Ivanisevic's refusal to play 
in Croatia's Davis Cup tie 
against Finland. He plans to 
play in the Dubai Open the 
same week and, if he loses be- 
fore the semi- finals on 14 Feb- 
ruary, to turn out for the last 10 
minutes for Hajduk Split 

If Ivanisevic inspires as much 
emotion on the football pitch as 
he does on the tennis court 
there could be a few sore heads. 
Such was the tension generated 
by his epic second-round victo- 
ty on Wednesday over Switzer- 
land's Marc Rosset, who lost 
after double-faulting four times 
when serving for the match at 

5- 3 in the second set that a lines- 
man had to run for cover. 

A middle-aged Swiss specta- 
tor decided to take his frustra- 
tion out on the judge by 
attacking him with a flag. “No ac- 
tion will be taken,” the tourna- 
ment director. Ayman Azmy, 
said ”Ifs not sucfaab%deaL The 
guy was canyinga Swiss flag and 
was a little bit upset with a calL 
It was funny a Uttie bit. He was 
looking for Marc Rosset to win, 
but nobody can do everything. 

“What happened was outside 
the court ar^J nothing to do 
with the play. If the guy likes to 
sue him, he can sue him. It's not 
a big issue. It has never happened 
to us here before.” Where Ivani- 
sevic is concerned, there is a first 
time for everything. 
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Monica Seles yesterday with- 
drew from the Australian Open 
and the tournament director. 
Paul McNamee, was unable to 
shed any light on the reason 
why. 

Seles. 24, has pulled out of the 
year's first Grand Slam event - 
a tournament she has won four 
times -because of “personal rea- 
sons”. but McNamee could not 
confirm whether her absence is 
connected to the' health of her 
father and coach, Karoli, who has 
been suffering from stomach 
cancer. 


“I don't want to speculate," 
McNamee said. "But 1 am dis- 
appointed that Monica won't be 
playing. She's a four-time for- 
mer champion and a great 
friend of the tournament and 
Australia. She's never lost a sin- 
gles match in Australia." 

• Seles' absence means she 
joins Steffi Graf in missing the 
tournament, which starts in Mel- 
bourne on 19 Jan nary. Mary Joe 
Fernandez, a former runner-up, 
has also ruled herself out. 

The men's competition will 
also be missing a key- player af- 


ter Yevgeny Kafelnikov withdrew 
with a knee injury. The Russian 
will miss the tournament for the 
second successive year. 

Andre Agassi progressed 
with ease in the traditional 
warra-up event for Melbourne, 
beating Jan Siemerink, 6-4, 6-3 
in the Australian men's hard- 
court championships yesterday. 

Agassi, who struggled for 
form and fitness in 1997 as his 
ranking plummeted to 340 late 
in the year, said he was pleased 
with his performance. “The 
match needed me to be sharp 


early in the point and I was," he 
said. “I honestly feel every time 
I'm on the court it’s a success to 
get through the match." 

New Zealand's Brett Steven 
earned a third-round meeting 
with Agassi after beating the No 
2 seed and French Open cham- 
pion, Gustavo Kuerten. 6-3. 6-3. 

Another seed, Sweden's 
Magnus Norman, was forced to 
retire from his match against 
Jerome Golmard after twisting 
his ankle in the third set. .As a 
precaution, he was taken to hos- 
pital for X-rays. 


Hussain finds some personal calm amid the storm 


England departed from a soggy 
Antigua yesterday hoping for 
some friendlier weather in Ja- 
maica, although showers have 
been prevalent there as well. But 
due to a packed flight from the 
island, all the players had to leave 
behind their playing gear, which 
will be flown out this morning in 
time for their fust net session. 

However, the England vice- 
capiaku Nasser Hussain, is not 


bothered by the lads of practice 
and insists he has outgrown the 
desire to achieve personal tar- 
gets. 

Now a secure member of the 
lest set-up. Hussain is more 
concerned about England beat- 
ing the West Indies than accu- 
mulating a pile of runs in the 
coming series. With 500 since 
his England recall in 1996, the 
Essex hatsman is now no longer 


looking over his shoulder at the 
other middle-order candidates. 

“I would like to get 100 in the 
series because I haven’t scored 
one against the West Indies," he 
said. “But 1 have got to the stage 
where 1 am tiying to get away 
from personal achievements. 
My target is to come back to 
England as a winning side. It's 
about time we beat one of the 
major Test playing nations and 


I think wc have a real chance 
this lime." 

Hussain toured the 
Caribbean in 1990. but things did 
not go to plan. He slipped on a 
wet tennis court in Guyana and 
injured his wrist and it was not 
discovered that a bone had been 
broken until he returned to Eng- 
land almost two months later. 

Hussain did. however, play 
two innings in .Antigua in that 


scries, but did not manage to 
play a Test on the last tour in 
1994. sitting out the entire se- 
ries while Glamorgan’s Matthew 
Maynard was given the nod. "1 
have been able to look back i »n 
the last couple of years with a 
lot of positives, although 1 am 
still looking to improve." he said. 
# Further overnight rain ruled 
out any possibility • if complet- 
ing the tour match at Ruaraka 


Sports Club yesterday, with 
Kenya struggling on 154 for S 
in reply io England As 4tl2 for 
4 declared. But sev eral weeks of 
storms have left all the grounds 
in the Nairobi area waterlogged 
and. after switching tomorrow’s 
match to Ruaraka from the 
Gymkhana Club, which resem- 
bles a swamp, organisers ad- 
mitted further rain would also 
wash «uh this weekend s finale. 


SAILING 

Dalton steals lead 
in fight to finish 


• New Zealand awoke yesterday 

• to a grandstand finish unfold- 
! ing over 75 nail-biting miles as 
; four boats fought to win the 

fourth leg of the Whitbread 

; Round the World Race. 

As the 1,270-mile leg from 
Sydney drew ro a close, Auck- 
lander Grant Dalton was hang- 
: ing on to a two-mile lead as 
; Merit Cup headed for bis home 
; port. Dennis Conner, however. 
’ was just behind on Toshiba, 
i while Paul Cayard (EF Lait- 
■ guage) was coming up fast on 
; the outside and George Collin-; 

(Chessie Racing) was looking 
'■ for a path through on the inside. 

Dalton had been there be- 
fore. In the last Whitbread he 
engineered a last-gasp win into 
the City of Sails, pipping fellow 
New Zealander Chris Dickson 
by two minutes 12 seconds. 

The leading boats had been 
locked in a 24-hour, non-stop 
struggle for vital points and 
places after the weather gods 
turned off the fan right at the 
northern tip of New Zealand. 

All the scrambling for ad- 
vantage that had gone before was 
thrown into the melting pot as 
the fleet leaders compressed 
and began a 220-mile dash down 
the east coast of New Zealand. 
The first to suffer was the skip- 
per who had established what 
looked like a reassuring lead. 


Gunnar Krantz in Swedish 
Match could only watch as be ran 
into a calm spot off Cape Rein- 
ga while Conner held the breeze 
to sail through. Conner's thrill 
was short-lived as Dalton and 
Collins crept past him. 

“This afternoon, as we ap- 
proached North Cape, the wind 
died everywhere except right on 
the beach," Cayard said. “Mer- 
it Cup did a nice job of recog- 
nising this and she and Chessie 
cut inshore and passed a floun- 
der! ng Swedish Match and 
Toshiba. We followed Chessie 
and Merit, passing Match and 
closing on the pack." 

AH night, full crews were on 
deck as watch schedules were 
thrown overboard in the relent- 
less battle for advantage. “We 
have everyone on the weather 
rail, all the sails are stacked on 
the deck and all clothing and oth- 
er equipment has been stowed on 
Lhe weather bunks." Dalton said 
“We are taking nothing for grant- 
ed We have a real fight on our 
hands and we are giving it every- 
thing we have." 

Knut Frostad, who is second 
overall on Innovation Kvaern- 
er. was resigned to a low-order 
finish. “We tried hard, but have 
to admit that this time we didn't 
get it right,” he said. 

- Stuart Alexander 
Auckland 


Cedric Pioline, of France, stretches to reach a backhand during his victory against Jonathan Stark, of the United States, 
during the Hopman Cup in Perth, Australia yesterday. Pioline won the match 6-4, 6-3 Photograph: AP 

Seles withdraws from Australian Open 


NON-LEAGUE FOOTBALL 

Now back to the basics for 
Borough on Wembley trail 


’ After such a hectic week, Steve- 
nage Borough's players and 
! fans could be forgiven for for- 
. getting the fact that tomorrow 
: they have a match in a compe- 
; tition in which they have a re- 

• all’s tic chance of reaching 
' Wembley. 

That is not the case inthe FA 
. Cup, in which the Hertfordshire 
club are looking forward to a 
fourth-round tie against mighty 
Newcastle United after last 
weekend's heroic win at Swin- 
: don Town. Tomorrow, though. 
. they will be the dear favourites 
! when they entertain Chesbam 
j United in the first round of the 
FA Umbro Tfophy. 

The Buckinghamshire side 

* are, it is believed, unlikely to 
complain about the facilities od 

. offer at Stevenage's Broadball 
Wfey ground. Instead, they will 
be concentrating on business on 
the pitch. They have drawn JO 
of tbeir 22 games to date in the 
Rvman League Premier Divi- 
sion. and they would probably 
be very pleased with another 
level scoreline tomorrow and a 
replay against their GM \fcux- 
hall Conference opponents at 
The Meadow next Wednesday. 

Elsewhere, Hereford Unit- 
; ed face their Fust Trophy tie 
since a 1-0 home defeat to 
Dart ford in a third-round en- ' 
counter in 1972 They entertain 
Dulwich Hamlet at Edgar 


Street and, like Stevenage, have 
the distractions of tbe FA Cup 
to cope with. The Bulls play host 
to Tkanmere Rovers in a delayed 
third-round tie on Tuesday. 

The other Conference side 
left in the FA Cup, Cheltenham 
Town, have a tricky Trophy trip 
to Enfield tomorrow before 
they can turn their attentions to 
their Cup game against Read- 
ing at Whaddon Road on Tuesr 
day. 

Woking, the Trophy holders, 
have a home tie against Mar- 
gate, who have a second chance 
this season of a big upset, fol- 
lowing their narrow defeat to 
Fulham in the first round of the 
FA Cup. Dagenham & Red- 
bridge, last season's beaten fi- 
nalists, have an Essex derby 
against BUJericay Town at Vic- 
toria Road. Halifax Town, the 
Conference leaders, entertain 
John Bumdge’s Blyth Spar- ' 
tans at The Shay. 

There will be no Wembley 
glory for Emley this season. The 
UniBond League side, who 
gave West Ham a fright lost 
weekend before going down 
2-1 in a third-round Cup tie at 
Upton Park, have already been 
knocked out of the Trophy. 
Weather permitting, tomorrow 
they meet Accrington Stanley in 
a league fixture, with television 
cameras probably not present. 

- Rupert Metcalf 
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Football 

Paris St-Gennafate French tntema- 
tiona! rridfiekfer Vincent Gu4rin was 
one of three Ftencft FVst Drvteion play- 
are bamgd tor 18 monlha p2 mtyittTs 


■ TEST (Kandy. Second day): Srf Lsn- 
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Guerin, tte TcxJouse defender Do- 
mHque Arrtoage and trie Auxarre mk3- 
fleictor Artcrie&aerski tested poailwe 
for the anabolc steroid raffrcraone af- 
ter league matches in September. 
The Ftepubfc of Ireland wf ptavMw- 
ico in a Wandly at Unsdcwne Road, 
DubfrL on 23 May. They am also hop- 
Hg to arrange a friendly against YU- 
gosteuto at the same venue on 22 Aprt 
The farmer Barnsley captain John 
Saunders has died at the age of 47. 
He had been suffering from cancer. 
A central defender, he led lhe Tykes 
to promotion from the Fourth Division 
h 197ft He also played for Mansfield, 
Huddersfield, Uncofn and Doncaster. 
AUTO WINDSCREE NS S H T BJ Quy terfnxf 


v Wyoxoo* Wancterai v Lubo or Brantford: 
Bo^rennflhvBrisfalCayi&tMfinnvVIU- 
salr PBtoiboitxJgh v Noriharhpton orTfrgjoy. 

totBammkammBncfyhlomfy 

LOMfc Cnrig Dudley (krautil Notts Couty 
teStiwubBf y 
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ffmm 3 Jan). Fri 30 Jan: Doncaster v Scurv 
BfflpeponiS) Jarfl.Ti»B*Uan6hra«t»sy 
vUKx*iQty(tom3Janl. 

PONTIH8 UEAflUe iWM DWWom Poot- 
ponatt Baton v Notts Cart* 

THE TIMES FA YOUTH CUP ThW round: 
. Barton' v Stote (playing 20 Jxti. 
WEDNESDAY lAre B£SUU&toM«ota 
Cup qwrtwfiMta; Ipwrirt* 2 
itoraxm araw OMtHir i **> 

,S53Sl Wtefamfl ■fcnpBntaasrtWtCup 


VSa 0 Manchester Ufd 1 Rref Dftwiwt: Hu3- 
derefiBfci i Loxasier3: OWham i Masesfanxigh 
V. Wo« Bromwch 0 Grtnsby t TTlnd Divtewct: 
Scarbonxx^i 1 Wlgar l; Scuvtxspe l Chester 
fttia *. Avon Insurance CofnWnaton Hr« Dlr- 
wtalon: kflhval 0 Portsmoutti 0; Soui ha nipi o n 
l Arsenal Sr. Wmrtedon 1 OxtoW Utd £ The 
Time# FA Youth Cup third ruunefc hW 3 Bns- 
Ecrf Roms 7: Notts County 1 Arsenal 6 Irv- 
lamaaonal IrientSy (Ouasntougou)-. BuWna 
Faso 4 Mazamtaqua 2. Kalian Cupquaner^A- 
nat* Brat log: Rotwtima 2 JuiwSus 2; Farms 
1 Atalanta a SpanUiCupthintroundseo' 
ond tea: Celia Vigo 5 Recraomo Hiehsa E 
Ml; Itekuca 2 Lea Ptaimas 1 faqg.- 4*. Ma(- 
bucawft on away goat); Merida 4 Liwia i (agg: 
4-3); Ratano SarnsnOer 2 Osasuia 0 tagg: 
MU Rbb/ 5octodad4 Xeraz 2 (agg: -Wi; Rea) 
Zaragoza S Noireicta 1 tagg: ?■$. 

Golf 

VICTORIAN OPEN {HeBoume) Leading 
Itat-foond acorns (Aes unless stated): 67 
D Anderson, T Pnca, T BBott 68 B King. C 
■feytor, S Layeoek. w Smith DAj©is(l^i R 
Bstfn. S3 G Chalmers. J Wagr**. J Sandrn 
M lWfemson, W Qady. P 2kfar. M Hanvwid 
A Edwards. 

Ice hockey 

WEDNESDAY’S LATE RESULTS: Express 
Cup: Ayr Scottish Eatfes 2 CartSH Deirte J: 
Neucaafe Cobra 2 ShefiteSd 2 

ChBSW Stnmi 5 Baslngatako Baon L 
NHL: Boston 2 Montreal T ,00; New Jersey 
3 Ptebureh i: TMonto 6 lampa Bay 2; Oi- 
ta*e 2 [fans ft Edmonson 3 Roto Z. St Lous 
3 Vancouvwa Butfsto 3 Arahem 2 

Rugby League 

Salford Reds have signed the New 
ZeaJand-bom winger Phil Bergman 
from Paris St-Germain. 

Rugby Union 

BITaWfinOHALEESp®T0tWW^T 
/Buenos Aire*) RrwL ArgenrfrB t9 New 
Zealand 40 

Siding 

A womert* Alpine Wbrid Cup down- 


to 17 art* Jnuary at iOtzbuhal, 



cause ol a lack o* snow. 
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Swimming 

WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS (Perth. WA) 
Man’s synchronised platform tfivlng Anal: t 
Sun stvna and Tan Larg (Cretai S£3 a 2 
1.1 huhne and J Hempel (Ger 1 30801 ; 3 a vfer • 
lamtwano i Loukashn iRusiSOAOE Women's 
three-metre springboard final: J Y PaWiai 
na iRuS) 644fi£'. 2 Gut* Jngimo [Creiai 5T8 76 
3 C Mere* (Ausi StSffT Women's ureter 
polo: Hussa 10 united S lares *. Netnertands 
8 Greece 2: Brazi 9 New Zealand 5 Spam $ 
na^Mtaan i 

Tennis 

HOPMAN CUP INTERNATIONAL MIXED 
TEAMS TOURNAMENT iBurswood Dome. 
Perth. Vi *0 Group B: Franc . t ei Unfled Siaies. 
3-Q Men's singles; C Pioline bl J Siark t'-: 
6-a Women's singles: M Pert* bt C- -tutm 

5- 0 6-i Doubtea; ftofcw and Pienre cn Siari 
and flutm 5-^ 7-€ 

AUSTRALIAN MEN’S HARDCOURT 

CHAMPIONSHIPS (Memorial Drive, Ade- 
laide) Rna round: G kijsrten |&a) bl K Cari 
sen |t«n> 7^. 7-S Second round: N E&Mte 
|rrt DJ T Johansson iSnwl 6-4 M V 
Spadaa |US) oi S Dosedel iC; Rep) 6-i 6-^ 
L Hwra (Aufii W M '*tXV«ortf& (Au&l « ^ 

6- 1: J Swnenberg iAusi bt J Bjcuhni*' tsjrei 
7.5 6-1 ; a SKven («) w »iueriah b-a 6-3. A 
Aflasa (USi bt J Slemenr* (Nathi 6-3 J 
Golmard rFr) bl M Norman t-6 6-3 'el 
AUSTRALIAN WOMEN'S HARDCOURT 

8=BSSBgaWSJ 

BWiSiwt)6-7e-i6-t ROrajww 

D Cri More ,Cx flepj 6-1 • 9>- 

Iian « R McQudan [All?) l -»> 6-s W M de 

SEES Sasaasssw 

Dragon* « :-«■ Sugiyama tn Pakwsiu 
M.’-5 

TODAY'S FIXTURES 

Football 

NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE 

FIRST DIVISION „ _ 

TFarrmere v West Bromwich f7A5) — 
LEAGUE OF WALES: AMryStwyth « Car- 
marthen (7 30} 

HARP LAGER CUP Firef rotm* Bo 
hsnuns v CipL C>tv (7AEI. Otajheds * 
S^amrocK Rowra [745); WWartord * Si 
Parr O'? Athlete (745) 

THE TIMES FA YOUTH CU P Third 
round: PeMrtwrougtt Utd w VVyronw 
wanderers [7fl. 

Other sports 

DARTS; Embassy Wfcrtt 
Chanvarsh® iLa^J**- Cfc*> 

Green. Sudeyl 

SNOOKER.' World CMmponsrtD qu»- 
fers iNomrecx OaMie HaApoeli 


SNOOKER. 

Fu too strong 
for Hallett 

Marco Fu "I Hong Kong con- 
tinued his winning run through 
the qualifying rounds of the fcm- 
ha»y World Championship in 
Blackpool ycsierdiy. K-aiing the 
experienced Mike Hallcii !••-—- 
The world amateur and Un- 
dcr-21 champion led 1-1 ;U the 
imcrsal and duly collected the 

three frames he needed io 
reach lhe 1 1 ih qualifying round 
and edge nearer a debut in the 
final stages t>l »hw J! 1.32m lour- 

nameni. 

The I9-vear-t»Id Fu. •seeking 
his 43rd consecutive march vie- 
lorv, recorded a break i if 12ri in 
the fourth frame and ihen piled 
un lhe agony for Hallcii, limit- 
ing him tojusi 7h points in the 
final six frames. 


0k* SNOW REPORT 

■jG 5 " 


Ski Hotline 

Lote&i witiw and weather reports 
frwn 200+ resorts, in Europe and 
North Amenta. 

Voice reports 0S91 313 M0 * code 
Fa* reports 0897 500 086 * code 

Per a hill list of all sfa codes by 
voice or laa tfial 0W0 100 8*3 

Ski Snapshot 

Ac a glance to snow condWons at 
ci ler 200 resorts world- «ide 
0897 500 Ml 

in association with 
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Calls to 0891 numbers cost 50p/min: to 08975 numbers fl/min at all rimes. Helpline 0990 B3 345 


ON WEDNESDAY IT WAS THEM. 

date: > ■ 1 - 9*- T,1t? winning numbers: 7. 14, 2S, 32, 36, 38. Bonus number: 44, 
Tuial Sales: £29.900.585. Prize Fund: £13,455,263 (45% Of ticker sales). 


j Match o (J. ichp t-l > — — i 

[■ ~ ~ M.iif.h sT~~_~ ggj 

I M.iicK ■* _ _jS- i 24 
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Spurs sign Berti but leave Hinchdiffe in limbo 


It was another typical day 
in the topsy-turvy world 
of Tottenham Hotspur. 
Qenn Moore reports on a 
win some, lose some day 
spiced with drama and 
controversy. 


Nicola Berti. the Italian mid- 
fielder, has joined Spurs on a free 
transfer from Interaazionalc, 
but Andy Hinchdiffe. the Eng- 
land left-back, failed to finalise 
his £5m move from Everton 
because of an ankle injury. 

Meanwhile, in casualty. 
Andy Sinton. Ruel Fox and 
David Howells should be fit to 


face Manchester United to- 
morrow, but David Ginola and 
Ian Whlker are classed as “more 
than doubtful”. 

The facts do not reveal the 
drama behind them. First Berti. 
It transpires Jurgen Klinsmann, 
a friend and former Leam-mate, 
was intermediary after Beni 
called, to say that he, too, would 
rather try and save Spurs (and 
his World Clip chances) than sit 
on the bench in Serie A. Klins- 
mann told Christian Gross, the 
Spurs coach who, in the light of 
injuries to Darien Andertoo, Al- 
lan Nielsen et al, decided Berti 
was worth signing. 

Bul when he faced the me- 
dia at 2pm in the press Portak- 


abin at Tottenham's training 
ground, he had no news. Beni, 
who missed three months with 
a knee injury last year, was still 
having a medical that began at 
10am. Then an official squeezed 
through the throng and passed 
Gross a note. He held it aloft 
tike Neville Chamberlain and 
announced: “Berti has signed". 

Smiles all round, but not at 
Everton. Spurs, according to 
Gross, did not sign Hinchdiffe 
because of an Achilles injury 
which was only revealed by his 
agent and brother-in-law when 
he arrived for the medical. “He 
wants to sign and I want to buy 
him,” Gross said. “I have a 
good feeling for him as a play- 


er and ;i person. We will try and 
do the deal when he is fit in a 
few weeks." 

Not so. said Everton. Good- 
ison Park insiders claimed an- 
other senior Spurs official said 
the problem was Hinchdiffe's 
old crudatc ligament injury and 
the delay was likely to be months 
rather than weeks. There is a sus- 
picion on Merseyside that this is 
a ruse to bring the fee down and, 
us far as Everton are concerned, 
the deal is now off and other suit- 
ors are invited. 

Marseilles have thwarted 
Fabrizio Ravanelli s hopes of a 
return to Italy, in turn scup- 
pering plans of a move for 
the Sheffield Wednesday duo 


BeniLo Carbone and Patrick 
Blondeau. 

Milan, looking for cover for 
injured Liberian international 
George Weah, were hoping to 
sign the former Middlesbrough 
striker, but Marseilles, who 
signed Ravanelli for a French 
record £5m in the summer, have 
revealed they are not happy 
with Milan ’s proposed offer. 
Rutland Courhis. the Marseilles 
coach, said: “Milan made an of- 
fer, but it was not precise enough 
for us, so Ravanelli is slaying." 

The impasse means that 
Marseilles arc now unlikely to 
chase Carbone and Blondeau, 
who have been unable to hold 
down regular places in the Owls’ 


starting line-up since Ron Atkin- 
son's return. 

Tommy Johnson’s proposed 
loan move from Celtic to Crys- 
tal Palace could break down on 
a technicality. The striker has 
held talks with Steve Coppell, the 
Palace manager, and is ready to 
complete a temporary move. 

The two dubs initially agreed 
a six-week loan period, but 
Coppell has been told Fifa rules 
prevent it. The world governing 
body stipulates a three-mouth 

minimum on cross-border loan 

deals and this has caused a po- 
tential problem as the addi- 
tional period would leave 
Johnson at Selhuist Park beyond 
the late March transfer deadline. 


One player who is going to- 
Selhuist is Cart Lea burn, who 
has sign ed for Wimbledon. The . 
Dons are paying £150,000 for the 
Charlton striker immediate^ 
and will add an extra 1 £100,000 
after 50 first-team appearances. 

Birmingham have signed 
left-back Simon Chariton from 
Southampton for £200,000. The: 
former Huddersfield defender 
has been on loan at S t Andrew’s 
for a month, but has now signed 
a two and a half year contract,. 

Burnley have signed striker 
Andy Payton in a £lm swap deal 
with Huddersfield. Payton is re- 
turning to the town he was 
boro in, with Paul Barnes going 
to Yorkshire in a straight swap. 


FA will rule 
today on , 
Stevenage tie 
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Drug seizure 
at airport 
fuels suspicion 
of Chinese 
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Customs officers found 
suspected growth 
hormones in a bag 
belonging to a member 
of the Chinese team 
arriving in Australia 
yesterday for the world 
championships, fan Gordon 
reports from Perth. 
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A Chinese team member's sim- 
ilarity in appearance to a sus- 
pected narcotics trafficker 
yesterday led customs officers at 
Sydney airport to search baggage 
in which substances were found 
that appeared to be growth 
hormones. 

The officials said the sus- 
pected growth hormones, 
banned by the sport's governing 
body, Fina. were discovered 
when 29 members of the Chinese 
team stopped en route to Perth. 
The hormones were in 13 vials 
packed in ice in a thermos flask 
in a bag belonging to an uniden- 
tified female team member. 

A spokesman for the Aus- 
tralian Customs Service said 
the vials had not been declared 
and were dearly labelled in 
English as “human soma tropin", 
a growth hormone which can be 
used as a substitute for muscle- 
building anabolic steroids. “A 
team coach has said he packed 
the bag," the spokesman said. 
The team were released after 
some members were questioned, 
and continued their journey. 

News of the discovery 
sparked cries of “told you so" 
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Waving, not drowning: The Japanese synchronised swimming team on their way to second place at the World Championships Perth, Australia, yesterday 


Photograph: Reuters 


from those in the sport who had world record would be sneered this week. He also cautioned the had proved positive. Chinese of- games in October, raising sus- result is not expected to be 

been suspicious of Chinese swim- at. “People are saying that if a Australian team's head coach, finals have also conducted more picions among international known until today. /^though 

mere’ great advances in the sport. Chinese swimmer wins they Don Talbot, to “gel the facts than h5<) tests in the past year, competitors. banned by Fina, there is no test 

Britain's Performance Di- should be snubbed and everyone right" before pointinc the finger Seven members of the Chi- Other m« 


Britain's Performance Di- should be snubbed and everyone right" before pointing the fingc 


Other members of the Chi- to detect the hormones, bul cus- 


mancesofthe Chinese recently accusing them of taking drugs." Shi said Fina had carried out ter they won 1 2 of ihe lb events appeared incredulous. proved the substance to be 

had some grounds." " The Chinese team leader. Shi more than 100 out-of-compeii- at the World Championships in The contents of the vials are growth hormones because of 


He warned that if they com- Tiansbu. declared his athletes lion tests on Chinese swimmers Rome. They swam record times ycl to be analysed to establish the small amount found, 

pete, any Chinese victory or “dean” when he arrived here in the past two months and none during the Chinese national their actual composition and the Long-distance man, page 23 


.TbeFbotirall Association are to 
make a final ruling today on 
whether Stevenage Borough are 
to be allowed to host their FA 
Cup fourth-round tie against 
Newcastle after receivings ap- 
peal from the Premiership club. 

The FA gave the go-ahead 
for the match to take place at 

non-League Stevenage’s Broad- ^ 

hall Wav stadium following a * 
meeting of safety experts ear- 
lier this week. 

But Newcastle yesterday 
complained that the. ground, 
which will have, its capacity in- 
creased from 6,600 to 8,000 for 
the televised match on 25 Jan- 
uary with temporary sealing, is 
not large enough and have-faxed 
the FA with a detailed complamL 

The public row that has bro- 
ken out between the dubs has 
marred the buM-up to the 
game and Newcastle's fans have 
accused their side of going 

“completely over the top” with 
1 their objections. - | 

John Regan, secretary of ! 
| the Newcastle Independent J 
i Supporters’ Association, said: 

| “The whole thing has turned p 
into a farce and all this bicker- 
; ing is taking the gloss off the tie I 
: for Stevenage. As far as the sup- 
I porters are concerned, Steve- 
i nage were first out of the hat, 

: it is their home tie, they have a 
; safety certificate and that 
1 should be that." 

In a local poll on Tyneside, 

■ 70 per cent of the club’s fans 
backed the VhuxhaJJ Conference 
side’s right to host the tie. - 

Newcastle announced their 
intention to appeal against the 
FAs derision to allow Stevenage 
to host the match following a 
visit by their own safety officer a: 
to the Hertfordshire ground. * « 

The Premiership dub have 
insisted that “a ground of this 
size" would be “totally unsuit- 
able bearing in mind the im- 
mense interest in the tie and the 
anticipated level of support 
from Newcastle fans for this 
match”. Stevenage responded 
by accusing Newcastle of “Big 
Brother" tactics. 

. Meanwhile, Jonathan Brown, j 
chairman of the safety advisory 
group which look the decision to i 

allow the match to go ahead, / 
maintained that everyone in- 
volved in the unanimous derision 
at Tuesdays meeting knew ex- 
actly what they were doing. 

Brown said: “We are clear- 
ly satisfied that the ground is 
safe, providing that certain con-^ 
dilions are met. We looked a.f\ 
the issue in depth and it Is ob- 
viously not something we take 
! lightly. We can assure people 

■ that our prime consideration is 
; safety, as is the dub’s.” 

Non-League notebook, 
page 25 
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English dubs under attack 
over European boycott 


GREAT 

LOOKING HAIR 


ACROSS 

I Plant established by park- 
keeper. we're told? (9) 

6 Temporary accommoda- 
tion could be affected (4) 

10 Metallic sound from large 
article coastguard's taken 
aboard (5) _ 

I I A nutter furious with Edi- 
tor, not haring been stood 
a drink? (9) 

12 Dale for bridge conven- 
tion (4-3) 

13 Boat propeller usually in- 
board (7) 

14 Changes evident in work 
of classical poet (13) 

17 Fletcher? (y. 4) 

21 Glass hroken bv locoraen 
(T) 

22 Very anxious father op- 
posed io opening of crypt 


24 Encouraging offer made 
bv charming vet in Nice 
(9) 

25 Irish leaders King Edward 
annoyed (5) 

26 Derby student's got into 
unmanned raihvav station 
(4) 

27 Definition you'd find in 
three parts, notwithstand- 
ing? (9) 

DOWN 

1 Sort of matchbox mostly 
used around cast for bumi 
offering (S) 

2 Managed to get into Den- 
mark, and had a CarLv 
beig? (5) 

3 Unusually calm reasoning 
associated with a group of 
non-Hispanic statesmen 
(5-9) 



Relative residing in Ger- 


many is more gnm (7) 


5 Early centre of Christ ia nity 

vou'd see going out to Chi- 
na? (7) 

7 Painting Maisie’s about to 
exhibit - Sagebrush (9) 

8 Judo expert" in fit of pique? 
Very nice person (6) 

9 Figure required if taxa- 
tion's to be raised? (14) 

15 Modification to chanccL 
it's strictly required by the 
regulations (9) 

16 In which to keep gunpow- 
der dry? (3-5) 

18 Type that is seen wearing 
bifocals, for instance (7) 

19 One northern area where 
men arc sometimes silly 

m . 

20 Teasingly mischievous in- 
dependent politician is Iasi 
to laugh (6) 

23 Watch reportedly found in 
oriental dish (5)" 


The Celtic nations 
rounded on England’s 
leading dubs in unison 
yesterday, accusing them 
of committing all seven 
deadly sins at once by 
announcing their boycott 
of next season’s 
Heineken Cup and 
European Conference 
competitions. 

But, as Chris Hewett 
reports, there were clear 
signs that the red rose 
recalcitrants would be 
brought back to the 
negotiating table. 
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If noth'mg else, the decision of 
the English clubs to tell the or- 
ganisers of the European Cup 
to go hang themselves seems 
certain to add some spice to this 
season's Five Nations' Cham- 
pionship. The Scots and Welsh 
left their powerful neighbours 
in no doubt what they thought 
of them yesterday: greedy, self- 
serving, arrogant and short- 
sighted. Al times, it sounded like 
an over-byped shouting match 
between a pair of Don King 
boxers. 

Terry Cobner, one of the 
more uncompromising interna- 
tional flankers of his day, was al- 
most apoplectic at the English 
boycott of next season's 
Heineken Cup and European 
Conference tournaments. “They 
are attempting to pul in place a 
structure that best suit; them. 


which is n«.i great surprise be- 
cause hidden agendas have been 
flying around all over the place 
in recent weeks.” the Welsh 
Rugby Union’s director of rug- 
by said. Meanwhile. Ian Rankin, 
coach of the Scottish district 
champions, Caledonia Reds, 
said: “This has money and per- 
sonal gain stamped all over it." 

None of which will have 
worried the big-buck owners of 
England's Premiership dubs 
one little bit. The decision they 
took in London on Wednesday 
night was designed to force the 
board of European Rugby Cup 
Lid to tear up their fixture list, 
scrap the six-wcck block-book- 
ing for Heineken and Confer- 
ence pool matches and switch to 
a more piecemeal format, pos- 
sibly based on a football-style 
programme of midweek Euro 
matches. There were strong 
hints yesterday that an early 
agreement would be reached. 

“There will be a meeting of 
the ERC board in Dublin on 23 
January and 1 am hopeful we 
can discuss the problems again 
and find a solution." Alan 
Meredith, one of the Welsh del- 
egates, said last nighL 

He was speaking in the 
knowledge that the English 
clubs held two trump cards: the 
reluctance of Heineken and 
BSkyB to pump money into a 
discredited and. ultimately, 
meaninglc s competition and 
Ihc voices of support flooding 
across the Channel. 

Heineken are in the final 
year of their initial three-year 
sponsorship deal and while ex- 


tension talks began some lime 
ago, an English withdrawal 
would almost certainly send 
the negotiations hurtling to- 
wards a brick walL “We're dis- 
appointed that the Heineken 
Cup is once again being used as 
a political footbaJL a bargaining 
chip," a spokesman for the 
brewing giant said. “If wc can 
arbitrate in any way, we will. 
This is very serious news.’’ 

The French were virtually 
united in their support of the 
English initiative. “The English 
clubs' arguments are reason- 
able," said Jean-Jacques 
Madrias, the president of Brivc, 
the reigning champions who de- 
fend their title against Bath in 
Bordeaux in three weeks' time. 
“In order that this competition 
remains a proper event, it must 
involve English and French 
clubs. Without English clubs, 
there is no point in having a Eu- 
ropean Cup." 

Seraphin Berlhier, who pre- 
sides over the French elite 
rugby association CNRE, also 
sympathised, while Pierre 
Labourdcttc. president of Pau, 
this season’s beaten semi-fi- 
nalists, said: “Basically, the 
English arc right. They want a 
well-structured championship, 
as do we in France." However, 
he delected an element of 
brinkmanship in the boycott. 
“It’s no more than a threat. It 
would surprise me very much 
if ihe English clubs withdrew. 
Among reasonable people, one 
always manages to find a so- 
lution.” 

Newcastle bottle, page 24 



HALF PRICE TRIAL OFFER i/ 1 

One simple spray of Regroom gives hair a fuller, thicker, W/q ] 
natural appearance instantly. Ideal for men and women of , 
all ages. Regroom gently coats and matches each hair to " E 
give you added thickness and texture. Regioom will not : ' ; ■' 
flake or stain, but will conceal small bald patches and ..." 
scalp show through so well, no one will even know you 
are using it. Regrbom will stay in place until you choose J ' 
to shampoo it away. Take advantage of this half price trial 
offer of only £7.95 a can (usually £15.95) Regroom comes / '-~ 

in five natural colours. Fill in the order form NOW! Make : ■ 
all payments payable to QHR. 'g| QB V'-'r 

Unconditional Money Back Guarantee if not f'j-, -. 
totally delighted. CREDIT CARD HOTLINE v 
0 1 81-800 4256. (24 hours). Quest Hair Research Ltd. 

100 Dalston Lane, London E8 1NG. 
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